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SUMMARY 
 
The proposed ordinance (Appendix A) amends the Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) to 
expand bicycle parking requirements for most new developments and buildings undergoing 
major remodels.  The proposed changes support the current efforts of the City of Los 
Angeles to encourage bicycling and implement ten separate policies within the Bicycle 
Master Plan. 
 
Current bicycle parking requirements should be amended to better meet the needs of 
cyclists, support a more balanced transportation mode split, and meet the goals of the 
Bicycle Master Plan.  On January 19, 2011, the City Council adopted Motion 09-2896 
directing the Department of City Planning, in conjunction with the Department of 
Transportation, to report back with recommendations to update the City’s bicycle parking 
requirements.  Specifically, the motion requested that staff examine the possibility of 
increasing the number of bicycle parking spaces required, the feasibility of requiring short 
and long-term bicycle parking, whether bicycle parking should be tied to automobile parking 
or building square footage, and the possibility of expanding bicycle parking to cover 
residential uses. 
 
The proposed ordinance seeks to address these issues and provide adequate secure 
bicycle parking at most new developments and additions that increase the floor area of a 
building by: 
 

1. expanding bicycle parking requirements to most multifamily residential buildings; 
2. increasing the amount of bicycle parking required for commercial, institutional, and 

manufacturing buildings and expand the requirements to cover buildings with less 
than 10,000 square feet; 

3. requiring that both long and short-term bicycle parking be provided; 
4. improving siting requirements to ensure that bicycle parking will be placed in easily 

accessible and visible locations; 
5. providing design standards to ensure that bicycle parking meets the needs of 

cyclists; 
6. setting clear rules that allow businesses to install short-term bicycle parking within 

the public right-of-way; and  
7. amending current provisions that allow the substitution of bicycle parking for 

automobile parking. 
 

The proposed ordinance will ensure that adequate, secure, and safe bicycle parking is 
provided in most new developments and additions that increase floor area.  Further, it will 
ensure that all bicycle parking is installed in a manner that maximizes its use through 
specific design requirements.  Through these measures the proposed ordinance will 
encourage the use of bicycles as a viable transportation option within Los Angeles by 
providing quality end-of-trip facilities. 
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STAFF REPORT 

Initiation 
 
On January 19, 2011, the City Council adopted Motion 09-2896 (Rosendahl, Garcetti) 
directing the Department of City Planning, in conjunction with the Department of 
Transportation, to report back with recommendations to update the City’s bicycle parking 
requirements to “increase the number of bicycle parking spaces required for new 
development” and require bicycle parking for a wider range of development projects. 
 
More recently, on March 1, 2011, the City adopted a new Bicycle Master Plan, which 
provides policy direction for updating the City’s bicycle parking requirements.  The 
proposed ordinance seeks to implement or address 10 separate policies within the Bicycle 
Master Plan. 
 
 
Background 
 
To better understand the specific needs for bicycle parking, staff began researching bicycle 
parking within academic literature, recommended design standards by professional 
organizations, currently available bicycle parking infrastructure in the City of Los Angeles, 
and bicycle parking ordinances in other cities across the United States and within 
California. 
 
From this research, staff drafted a “discussion” ordinance with input from the Departments 
of Transportation and Building and Safety.  This “discussion” ordinance was circulated for 
public comment period of 60 days, from February 18, 2011 to April 19, 2001.  A public 
hearing was conducted on March 23, 2011, which was attended by nearly 30 members of 
the public. In addition, several outreach meetings with the cycling community were held to 
ensure that proposals in Appendix A meet the needs of bicyclists in Los Angeles.  Staff also 
distributed copies of the ordinance to and met with representatives from neighborhood 
councils, business groups, and other interested parties to ensure that their concerns were 
taken into consideration. 
 
 
Current Zoning Code Provisions 
 
The LAMC currently requires that bicycle parking be provided for any project located within 
a commercial or industrial zone at a rate of 2% of automobile parking for buildings over 
10,000 square feet.  Effectively, this requires one bicycle parking space per 25,000 square 
feet for many commercial and industrial uses.  There are no requirements for bicycle 
parking in multifamily residential buildings or any building with less than 10,000 square feet 
of floor area.  In addition, the current regulations provide limited design guidelines on 
bicycle parking location and installation.  Also, they do not differentiate between short and 
long-term bicycle parking and do not provide adequate siting requirements to facilitate the 
proper placement of bicycle parking.  Finally, the current regulations allow substitution of 
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required automobile parking for bicycle parking at a ratio of one-to-one, but for only up to 
two automobile parking spaces. 
 
 
Policy Framework 
 
In addition to goals and policies articulated in the Bicycle Master Plan, the proposed 
ordinance supports numerous City, County, State, and Federal policies. 
 
Federal.  Title 23 of the United States Code requires metropolitan planning organizations to 
develop long-range transportation plans and Transportation Improvement Plans (TIPs).  
Further, Section 134(C)(2) of Title 23 mandates that the TIPs include bicycle transportation 
facilities.  The Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) compiles a list of 
projects that will be funded under this plan.  While a TIP may have specific projects that 
include bicycle parking, there’s no mandate that a particular city require bicycle parking.  
However, section 217(G)(1) of Title 23 specifically mandates that all metropolitan planning 
organizations shall give due consideration to bicyclists in their transportation plans.  This 
directive is enacted locally through both the 1996 Bicycle Plan and the 2010 Bicycle Master 
Plan as portions of the Los Angeles Transportation Element, which contains instructions to 
directive for the revision of the bicycle parking requirements. 
 
State.  SB375 (2008) is an extension of AB32 (2006) and seeks to limit greenhouse gas 
emissions through the transportation land use connection.  SB375 contains specific 
language promoting bicycle usage through “Mode splitting that allocates trips between 
automobile, transit, carpool, and bicycle and pedestrian trips” and also requires that each 
transportation planning agency “adopt a regional transportation plan directed at achieving a 
coordinated and balanced regional transportation system.” 
 
Regional.  SCAG works in conjunction with the Southern Californian Air Quality 
Management District (SCAQMD) and the California Air Resources Board (CARB) to 
implement the region’s Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP).  SCAG does this primarily 
through its work in transportation planning which is directed through the Regional 
Transportation Plan (RTP).  The RTP acknowledges bicycling as an important TDM 
strategy and states that, “Bicyclists and pedestrians should always be included in general 
plan updates” (2008) and contains specific directives to promote creation of bicycle 
facilities. 
 
County.  The Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority is responsible for 
setting transportation policy within the Long Range Transportation Plan.  Specifically the 
plan states: 

 
“According to SCAG’s State of the Commute report, 21 percent of commute trips are 
five miles or less. National survey results state that three out of four shopping trips 
are less than five miles in length, 37 percent of students live less than a mile from 
school, and 20 to 25 percent of all peak-hour congestion is the result of parents 
driving their children to and from school. These are trips that can easily be made by 
bicycle if safe conditions exist.” 
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And with regards to bicycle parking: 
 
“Bicycle parking at employment centers and local destinations also helps reduce the 
expanding need for costly automobile parking, particularly in dense urban areas 
where space is limited. As many as 20 bicycles can be parked in the space of one 
automobile.” 

 
The City of Los Angeles.  Transportation Element Goal 2.3 aims for “bicycle access and 
parking facilities; and adequate and appropriate lighting for pedestrian, vehicular, bicycle, 
and transit use” as means of Transportation Demand Management.  It also requires that 
the city “Continue and expand requirements for new development to include bicycle storage 
and parking facilities, where appropriate.” 
 
In 2010, Los Angeles adopted the California Green Building Code with some minor 
adjustments.  This code requires that buildings meet either the requirements in the Green 
Building code or the local ordinance whichever is more restrictive.  While the Green 
Buildings does increase the level of bicycle parking required above what Los Angeles 
currently requires, the design standards and levels of bicycle parking required were 
considered to be insufficient by staff to meet the needs of bicyclists. Staff’s proposed 
ordinance goes beyond the requirements in the Green Building Code to ensure that bicycle 
parking is well designed and provided in sufficient amounts.   
 
Proposed Zoning Code Provisions 
 

• RECOMMENDATION: Change the base unit for most uses from a percentage 
of automobile parking to a ratio based on square footage. 
 
JUSTIFICATION: Using automobile parking as the basis for bicycle parking is 
problematic.  If automobile parking standards are reduced, bicycle parking 
standards will also be reduced.  Basing bicycle parking requirements on automobile 
requirements would thus provide less bicycle parking in areas where demand for 
bicycle parking would be higher.  Therefore, the proposed ordinance uses square 
footage as the basis for most uses. 
 

• RECOMMENDATION: Expand the requirements to include most multifamily 
residential buildings.   
 
JUSTIFICATION: Staff recommends a ratio of one long-term space per dwelling 
unit, which is in accordance with ratios found in other cities.  Portland, OR updated 
its bicycle parking requirements to 1.5 spaces per dwelling unit for buildings in the 
central city and 1.1 per unit in all other areas.    Chicago updated their bicycle 
parking requirements in 2004 to require one bicycle parking space per two 
automobile parking spaces, which would be the equivalent of one per dwelling unit 
for many residential buildings in Los Angeles.  The proposed ordinance would not 
apply to single family homes, duplexes and buildings with private garages such as 
townhomes. 
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• RECOMMENDATION:  Increase the number of bicycle parking spaces required 
for commercial, institutional, and industrial uses and expand the 
requirements to buildings of less than 10,000 square feet.   
 
JUSTIFICATION: Bicycling as a mode share of journey to work trips in Los Angeles 
has increased by approximately 20% between 2000 and 2008.  In 2002, SCAG 
estimated that roughly 160,000 trips per day were taken by bicycle in Los Angeles. 
Given the City’s commitment to improving conditions for cyclists these numbers will 
continue to rise.  In addition, according to the U.S Department of Energy the 
national median lifespan for commercial buildings is 70-75 years. Thus, in order to 
provide ample bicycle parking in the years to come, the number of bicycle parking 
spaces must be increased to ensure that adequate capacity is provided in all new 
developments.   
 
The previous floor of 10,000 square feet was made obsolete by the Los Angeles 
Green Building Code.  Likewise, cyclists should have adequate parking at all of 
their destinations.   
 

• RECOMMENDATION: Expand the requirements for bicycle parking to City 
owned and leased buildings and parking lots.   
 
JUSTIFICATION: Requirements for City Buildings were proposed as part of the 
City’s bicycle master plan under Policy 1.2.3 A.  Likewise, all City buildings must 
provide bicycle parking under the Los Angeles Green Building Code.  Requirements 
for City buildings have been set to the most ambitious bicycle parking requirements 
found by the Planning Department’s survey of other cities.  Multiple stakeholders 
expressed their desire to see the City lead by example.   

 
• RECOMMENDATION:  Do not require bicycle parking for buildings undergoing 

a change of use. 
 
JUSTIFICATION: Since bicycle parking will be provided on a square footage basis 
for most uses, buildings undergoing a change of use will not be required to provide 
bicycle parking. In order to encourage the installation of bicycle parking when 
buildings undergo a change of use, a limited number of automobile spaces may be 
replaced with bicycle parking.  This will provide multiple benefits to the City.  Small 
property and business owners who currently struggle to find additional parking for 
their buildings will be able to swap a limited number of spaces through the provision 
of bicycle parking.  Likewise, destinations that have historically not provided bicycle 
parking will have an incentive to retrofit their businesses during a change of use to 
accommodate bicycles. 

• RECOMMENDATION:  Provide definitions for and require short and long term 
bicycle parking.   

JUSTIFICATION: Different cyclists have different parking needs due primarily to the 
threat of theft and vandalism.  The longer a bicycle is parked in a public location the 
greater the opportunity for theft or vandalism.  The FBI reports that bicycle theft 
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composed 3.4% of all theft in the United States in 2009.   In comparison, purse 
snatching and pick-pocketing make up less than 1% of all theft.  Long-term bicycle 
parking is for visits of more than two hours, while short-term parking is generally 
considered for visits of shorter than two hours.   

• RECOMMENDATION:  Provide clear siting requirements for bicycle parking to 
ensure that bicycle parking is located to encourage and maximize use. 

JUSTIFICATION: The proper siting of bicycle parking is important for two reasons.  
The first is the need to reduce opportunities for theft and vandalism as noted above. 
 The second is to ensure that bicycle parking is used.  Bicycle parking has 
historically been an afterthought in many developments. There are numerous cases 
of bicycle parking being located behind buildings, in alleyways, and in the bottom of 
parking garages.  Such parking is rarely accompanied by signage to help bicyclists 
locate these facilities.  To encourage bicycling, bicycle parking should be located in 
conveniently accessed locations that facilitate bicyclists entering and leaving a site 
with minimal effort.   

• RECOMMENDATION: Provide detailed design standards to ensure that 
developers install quality bicycle parking facilities.   

JUSTIFICATION: The design standards provided in the current ordinance do not 
provide sufficient guidance to developers.  Likewise, many recent innovations in 
bicycle parking facilities require that the current code be amended to include such 
facilities.  The proposed ordinance provides detailed design standards for 
developers, including requirements for lighting and signage. 

• RECOMMENDATION: Allow for and provide clear rules for private businesses 
to locate bicycle parking within the public right-of-way.   

JUSTIFICATION: The Department of Transportation currently installs bicycle 
parking within the public right-of-way upon the request of business owners.  The 
proposed ordinance would allow business owners to count existing racks towards 
their bicycle parking requirements.  In addition, the proposed ordinance creates a 
definition for bicycle corrals and outlines the process necessary for businesses to 
apply for the installation of a bicycle corral.  A bicycle corral replaces a single on 
street automobile parking space with as many as 12 bicycle parking spaces, which 
dramatically increases the parking capacity of each space. 

• RECOMMENDATION: Allow for the replacement of automobile parking with 
bicycle parking.   

JUSTIFICATION: The LAMC currently allows the minimum number of automobile 
parking spaces required to be reduced on a 1 for 1 basis in C and M zones for all 
required bicycle parking.  In addition, policy 1.2.7 F of the Bicycle Master Plan 
supports the replacement of automobile parking with bicycle parking in properties 
“adjacent to a transit station and/or at commercial and manufacturing locations.”  
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This provision increases the number of bicycle spaces required to replace an 
automobile space from one to four.  It also sets strict limits on the number of 
required automobile spaces that can be replaced.  Allowing for the replacement of 
automobile parking with bicycle parking will provide a small amount of flexibility for 
property owners and encourage buildings undergoing a change of use to provide 
bicycle parking.   

 
 
Public Outreach 
 
The Department of City Planning made numerous outreach attempts concerning the 
proposed ordinance.  These included meetings and/or correspondence with: 
 

• PlanCheck 
• BOMA (Building Owners and Management Association of Greater Los Angeles) 
• VICA (Valley Industry and Commerce Association) 
• CCA (Central City Association) 
• BAC (The Bicycle Advisory Committee which includes a representative from each 

council district) 
• Circulation to Neighborhood Councils  
• Repeated contact with Bicycle Advocates (such as LACBC)  
• Postings in Bicycle related blogs to inform the bicycling community of the ordinance 
• A Staff Public Hearing hosted by the Planning Department 

 
In addition, the Department received numerous written comments via email.  Feedback 
from these various sources was incorporated into the proposed ordinance.  Much of the 
feedback centered on specific wording concerning design requirements.  Many of these 
changes have already been discussed above.  However, one additional suggestion was 
made that requires additional clarification. 
 
During the public hearing, planning staff was asked to include provisions that would exclude 
projects that had already passed the initial stages of regulatory review from the provisions 
of the ordinance.  This will avoid costly and time consuming revisions that would be 
required if such projects were forced to comply with the proposed regulations. A similar 
procedure was initiated during the implementation of the Green Building Code, and thus 
staff took direction from this precedent to include the desired language by excluding 
projects that have already filed a complete entitlement application, received approval of an 
entitlement application, or had plans accepted by Building and Safety for plan check. 
 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
The proposed ordinance (Appendix A) will ensure that adequate, secure, and safe bicycle 
parking is provided in most new developments and additions to buildings that increase floor 
area.  Furthermore, it will ensure that all bicycle parking installed is done so in a manner 
that maximizes its use through specific design requirements.  Through these measures the 
proposed ordinance will encourage the use of bicycles as a viable means of transportation 
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within Los Angeles by providing quality end-of-trip facilities.  Encouraging bicycling will 
reduce congestion, improve air quality, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and improve 
public health. 
 
  
 



 

APPENDIX A: PROPOSED ORDINANCE 
 

ORDINANCE NO. _____________ 

A proposed ordinance amending Sections 12.03, 12.21, and 12.21.1 of the Los 
Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) to expand bicycle parking requirements to 
cover some multi-family residential developments; to increase the levels of 
bicycle parking required under the current code for new developments and 
additions to commercial, institutional, and industrial uses; to expand bicycle 
parking requirements to commercial, industrial, and manufacturing uses of less 
than 10,000 sq. ft.; to define acceptable locations for bicycle parking; to require 
that both short-term and long-term bicycle parking be provided; to improve 
design standards; to amend the amount of bicycle parking that may be 
substituted for automobile parking, and to provide rules for the installation of 
bicycle parking within the public right-of-way by private businesses. 

THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES 
DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

 
Section 1. Section 12.03 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code is amended to 
add the following terms alphabetically. 

BICYCLE CORRAL.  Any on-street public parking space in which multiple short-
term bicycle parking racks have been installed. 

FLOOR AREA.  The area in square feet confined within the exterior walls of a 
building, but not including the area of the following:  exterior walls, stairways, 
shafts, rooms housing building-operating equipment or machinery, parking areas 
with associated driveways and ramps, space dedicated to bicycle parking, space 
for the landing and storage of helicopters, and basement storage areas.  Except 
that buildings on properties zoned RA, RE, RS, and R1, and not located in a 
Hillside Area or Coastal Zone are subject to the definition of Residential Floor 
Area.  

Sec. 2.   Subdivision 4 of Subsection A of Section 12.21 of the Los Angeles 
Municipal Code is amended to read: 

     4.     Off-Street Automobile Parking Requirements. A garage 
or an off-street automobile parking area shall be provided in 
connection with and at the time of the erection of each of the 
buildings or structures hereinafter specified, or at the time such 
buildings or structures are altered, enlarged, converted or 
increased in capacity by the addition of dwelling units, guest rooms, 



DISCUSSION DRAFT A-2 

beds for institutions, floor area or seating capacity.  The parking 
space capacity required in said garage or parking area shall be 
determined by the amount of dwelling units, guest rooms, beds for 
institutions, floor area or seats so provided, and said garage or 
parking area shall be maintained thereafter in connection with such 
buildings or structures.   

New or existing automobile parking spaces required by code 
may be replaced by bicycle parking at a ratio of one automobile 
parking space for every four bicycle parking spaces provided.  No 
more than 20 percent of the required automobile parking spaces 
shall be replaced for a site.  Automobile parking spaces for 
affordable housing projects or any buildings located within 1,500 
feet of a portal of a fixed rail transit station, or bus station, or other 
similar transit facility as defined by Section 12.21 Y may replace up 
to  30 percent of the required automobile parking spaces with 
bicycle parking.  For buildings with less than 20 required 
automobile parking spaces up to 4 parking spaces may be 
replaced. Bicycle parking installed in this manner may be installed 
in existing automobile parking spaces and shall not be considered 
to violate the maintenance of existing parking as defined by Section 
12.21 A.4(m).  The ratio of short to long-term bicycle parking 
provided for in this manner shall be provided in accordance with the 
requirements set forth for each use as defined by Section 12.21 
A.16(a).  If additional bicycle parking is provided beyond what is 
required by Section 12.21 A16, the ratio of short-term to long-term 
bicycle parking provided may be determined by the business or 
property owner.   

 

Sec. 3.   Paragraph (c) of Subdivision 4 of Subsection A of Section 12.21 of 
the Los Angeles Municipal Code is amended to read: 

     (c)     For Commercial and Industrial Buildings.  Except as 
otherwise provided in subparagraphs (1) through and 
including (7) below, there shall be at least one automobile 
parking space for each 500 square feet of combined floor 
area contained within all the office, business, commercial, 
research and development buildings, and manufacturing or 
industrial buildings on any lot.   

A specific plan may impose less restrictive parking 
requirements, if it expressly states that the specific plan’s 
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parking provisions are intended to supersede the standards 
set forth in this paragraph. 

In the case of buildings where bicycle parking spaces 
are required by Subdivision 16. of this subsection, the 
minimum number of required automobile parking spaces 
may be reduced by the same number as the number of 
bicycle spaces required for the building.  

Sec. 4.   Subparagraph (2) of Paragraph (x) of Subdivision  4 of Subsection 
A of Section 12.21 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code is amended to read: 

     (2)     Notwithstanding any provisions of the 
Los Angeles Municipal Code to the contrary, 
for any structure designated on the National 
Register of Historic places or State or City list 
of historical or cultural monuments, no 
additional automobile or bicycle parking spaces 
need be provided in connection with a change 
of use.  Nevertheless, a decision-making body 
as part of a discretionary approval related to a 
change of use may impose conditions requiring 
additional parking requirements in connection 
with the change of use.  Existing parking for 
such buildings shall be maintained if the 
proposed use requires the same or more 
parking.  If the floor area of such building is 
increased, then automobile and bicycle parking 
shall be provided for the increased floor area 
as set forth in Section Sections 12.21A(4) and 
12.21A(16).  The parking requirements for 
existing buildings set forth in 
Section 12.21A(4)m shall still apply to an 
historic building and any change of use of that 
building.  

Sec. 5.   Subdivision 16 of Subsection A of Section 12.21 of the Los Angeles 
Municipal Code is amended to read: 

16.     Bicycle Parking and Shower Facilities.  Off-street parking 
Parking spaces for bicycles and facilities for employee showers and 
lockers shall be provided for new development and additions that 
increase a building’s floor area as follows: 
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     (a)     LAND USES. In the C and M zones, for any 
building, portion thereof or addition thereto used for non-
residential purposes which contains a floor area in excess of 
10,000 square feet, bicycle parking spaces shall be provided 
at the rate of two percent of the number of automobile 
parking spaces required by this section for such non-
residential uses; provided, however, that at least one bicycle 
parking space shall be provided for any such building having 
a floor area in excess of 10,000 square feet of non-
residential use.  If the calculation of the number of required 
spaces under this paragraph results in a number including a 
fraction, the next highest whole number shall be the number 
of spaces required.  

     (1)     RESIDENTIAL.  For all residential buildings 
containing more than three dwelling units or more 
than five guest rooms, long and short term bicycle 
parking shall be provided.  Long term bicycle parking 
shall be provided at a rate of one per dwelling unit or 
guest room.  In addition, short term bicycle parking 
shall be provided at one per ten dwelling units or 
guest rooms.  A minimum of two short term bicycle 
parking spaces shall be provided in such cases. 

     (i)     In instances where a building may 
contain both dwelling units and guest rooms, 
the sum of dwelling units and guest rooms 
shall be used to determine the amount of long 
and short term parking. Any combination that 
results in more than five combined dwelling 
units and guest rooms will require bicycle 
parking. 

     (ii)     Developments such as townhouses 
that include individually accessed private 
garages for each unit shall not be required to 
provide long-term bicycle parking. 

     (2)     COMMERCIAL, INSTITUTIONAL, AND 
INDUSTRIAL USES.  For all commercial, institutional, 
and industrial uses which require automobile parking 
under Subsection 12.21 A.4 (c), (d), (e), and (f), short 
and long-term bicycle parking shall be provided as per 
Table 12.21 A.16(a)(2). 
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     (i)    For uses listed in Table 12.21A16(a)(2) 
a minimum of 2 short-term and 2 long-term 
bicycle parking spaces shall be provided. 

     (ii)     After the first 100 bicycle parking 
spaces are provided for uses listed in Table 
12.21A16(a)(2), additional spaces may be 
provided at the minimum required by the Los 
Angeles Green Building Code Article 
99.05.106.4. 

Table 12.21 A.16(a)(2) Required Bicycle Parking Spaces 
per building floor area as defined under Section 12.03 

Land Use Short-term Bicycle 
Parking 

Long-term Bicycle Parking 

Commercial Uses   
Office 1 per 10,000 sq. ft. 

(minimum 2) 
1 per 5,000 sq. ft. 

(minimum 2) 
Warehouse 1 per 10,000 sq. ft. 

(minimum 2) 
1 per 10,000 sq. ft. 

(minimum 2) 
Health Clubs 1 per 2,000 sq. ft. 

(minimum 2) 
1 per 2,000 sq. ft. 

(minimum 2) 
Restaurants and Bars, 
General 

1 per 2,000 sq. ft. 
(minimum 2) 

1 per 2,000 sq. ft. 
(minimum 2) 

Restaurant, Small (floor 
area less than 1,000 
sq. ft. 

2 per restaurant 2 per restaurant 

Retail Stores, General 1 per 2,000 sq. ft. 
(minimum 2) 

1 per 2,000 sq. ft. 
(minimum 2) 

Retail, Furniture Stores 1 per 10,000 sq. ft. 
(minimum 2) 

1 per 10,000 sq. ft. 
(minimum 2) 

Trade Schools, Private 
Universities, and 
Private Colleges 

1 per 500 square feet 
or 1 per 50 fixed seats 
whichever is greater 

(minimum 2) 

1 per 1,000 square feet or 1 
per 100 fixed seats 
whichever is greater 

(minimum 2) 
Hotels and Hostels 1 per 20 guest rooms 

(minimum 2) 
1 per 20 guest rooms 

(minimum2) 
All other Commercial 
Uses 

1 per 10,000 sq. ft. 
(minimum 2) 

1 per 10,000 sq. ft. 
(minimum 2) 

Institutional Uses   
All Institutional Uses 1 per 10,000 sq. ft. 

(minimum 2) 
1 per 5,000 sq. ft. 

(minimum 2) 
Industrial Uses   
All Industrial Uses 1 per 10,000 sq. ft. 

(minimum 2) 
1 per 10,000 sq. ft. 

(minimum 2) 
Other Uses   
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Auditoriums 1 per 350 square feet 
or 1 per 50 fixed seats 
whichever is greater 

(minimum 2) 

1 per 700 square feet or 1 
per 100 fixed seats 
whichever is greater 

(minimum 2) 
Private Elementary 
Schools, Private High 
Schools, and Charter 
Schools 

4 per classroom 
(minimum 2) 

1 per 10 classrooms 
(minimum 2) 

     (3)     COMBINATION OF USES.  Where there is 
a combination of uses on a lot, the number of bicycle 
parking spaces required shall be the sum of the 
requirements of the various uses.  The exceptions 
provided in 12.21 A.4(j) for automobile parking shall 
also apply to bicycle parking. 

     (4)     CITY OWNED AND LEASED BUILDINGS 
AND PARKING LOTS.  In all buildings or parking 
lots, used by the City of Los Angeles for government 
purposes including government office buildings, both 
short-term and long-term bicycle parking shall be 
provided at a rate of 10 percent of automobile parking 
available on the site.  However, short and long term 
bicycle parking shall be no less than five spaces each 
for the entire site 

Buildings and lots owned by the City of Los Angeles 
which are leased for private uses shall meet the 
bicycle parking required for commercial uses as 
detailed in Table 12.21 A.16(a)(2). 

     (5)     PARKS. In Neighborhood Recreation Sites, 
Community Recreation Sites, Regional Parks, and 
School Playgrounds as defined in the City's Public 
Recreation Plan short-term bicycle parking shall be 
provided at a rate of 10% of automobile parking with a 
minimum of 5 short-term bicycle parking spaces.  In 
Neighborhood Recreation Sites, Community 
Recreation Sites, Regional Parks, and School 
Playgrounds where no automobile parking is 
provided, at least 5 short term bicycle parking spaces 
will be provided, except that in park space of less than 
two (2) acres in which there are no recreational 
facilities requiring building permits, no short term 
bicycle parking shall be required. Long Term bicycle 
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parking shall be provided as required in the Green 
Building Code, Article 99.05.106.4. 

     (6)     UNMANNED FACILITIES.  Unmanned 
facilities such as standalone public restrooms in parks 
or unmanned cellular antenna facilities shall not be 
required to provide bicycle parking.  

 
     (b)     STIPULATIONS. The bicycle parking space 
requirements in Paragraph (a) shall also apply to any 
building, regardless of zone, owned by the City of Los 
Angeles and used by the City for government purposes 
which contains a floor area in excess of 10,000 square feet. 

 
     (1)     FRACTIONS. When the application of these 
regulations results in the requirement of a fractional 
bicycle space, any fraction up to and including one-
half may be disregarded and any fraction over one-
half shall be construed as requiring one bicycle 
parking space. 
 
     (2)     CHANGE OF USE.  Buildings undergoing a 
change of use shall not be required to provide bicycle 
parking.  This includes adaptive reuse projects 
pursuant to Section 12.22 A.26. 

 

     (c)     BICYCLE PARKING DEFINITIONS.  All bicycle 
parking spaces required by this Subdivision shall include a 
stationary parking device which adequately supports the 
bicycle.  In addition, at least half of the bicycle parking 
spaces shall include a stationary parking device which 
securely locks the bicycle without the use of a user-supplied 
cable or chain.  Devices which hold the bicycle upright by 
wheel contact must hold at least 180 degrees of wheel arc. 

     (1)     SHORT-TERM BICYCLE PARKING.  Short-
term bicycle parking shall consist of bicycle racks 
which support the bicycle frame at two points.  Racks 
which support only the wheel of the bicycle shall not 
be permissible. 

     (i)     Racks shall allow for the bicycle frame 
and at least one wheel to be locked to the 
racks.   
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     (ii)     The bicycle rack shall allow for the 
use of a cable as well as a U-shaped lock. 

     (iii)     If bicycles can be locked to each side 
of the rack, each side shall be counted toward 
a required space.   

     (iv)     Racks shall be securely anchored to 
a permanent surface.   

     (v)     If more than 20 short-term bicycle 
parking spaces are provided, at least 50% shall 
be covered by a roof or overhang. 

     (2)     LONG-TERM BICYCLE PARKING.  Long-
term bicycle parking shall be secured from the 
general public and enclosed on all sides and protect 
bicycles from inclement weather.   

     (i)     Acceptable examples of long-term 
bicycle parking include bike lockers, bicycle 
rooms, bike cages, or commercially operated 
attended bicycle facilities.   

     (ii)     Except in the case of lockers and 
commercially operated attended bicycle 
parking, all long-term parking shall provide a 
means of securing the bicycle frame at two 
points to a securely anchored rack. 

     (d)     DESIGN STANDARDS. Each bicycle parking 
space shall be a minimum of two feet in width and six feet in 
length and shall have a minimum of six feet of overhead 
clearance. 

     (1)     DIMENSIONS. 

     (i)     Each bicycle parking space shall be a 
minimum six feet (72 inches) in length.   

     (1)     Long-term bicycle parking may 
be mounted so that the bicycle is stored 
in a vertical fashion. In such cases, 
devices which hold the bicycle upright 
by wheel contact must hold at least 180 
degrees of wheel arc.  Bicycle parking 
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installed vertically must be a minimum of 
4 feet (48 inches) deep and six feet (72 
inches) in height. 

     (ii)     Short-term bicycle parking spaces 
shall be a minimum of two feet (24 inches) 
wide.  

     (1)     Individual racks installed side 
by side to one another that allow 
bicycles to be locked to either side of 
the rack shall be spaced a minimum of 
30 inches on center.   

     (2)     Racks installed parallel to walls 
shall be a minimum of 30 inches from 
the wall.   

     (iii)     Long-term bicycle parking shall be a 
minimum of 18 inches wide.  

     (1)     Individual racks installed side 
by side to one another within bicycle 
rooms or bicycle cages that allow 
bicycles to be locked to either side of 
the rack shall be spaced a minimum of 
30 inches on center. 

     (2)     Racks installed parallel to walls 
shall be a minimum of 30 inches from 
the wall.   

     (3)     Triangular lockers with varying 
widths may be used so long as the 
opening is at least two feet (24 inches) 
wide. 

     (iv)     For single-tiered bicycle parking, 
minimum headroom of eight feet (96 inches) 
shall be provided.  For facilities where two tiers 
of bicycle parking are installed one above 
another, minimum headroom of four feet (48 
inches) shall be provided for each tier. 

     (v)     Bicycle parking spaces shall be 
separated from automobile parking spaces or 
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aisles by a wall, fence, or curb or by at least 
five feet of open space marked to prohibit 
parking.   

     (1)     Where bicycle parking is 
adjacent to accessible automobile 
parking, aisles or loading areas provided 
for accessible spaces may count 
towards the open space requirement for 
bicycle parking so long as they are 
immediately adjacent to the bicycle 
parking. 

     (2)     SITING REQUIRMENTS. 

     (i)     LOCATION.  Required bicycle parking 
shall be provided on the same lot as the use 
for which it is intended to serve. 

     (ii)     SHORT-TERM BICYCLE PARKING. 
For new construction, short-term bicycle 
parking shall be located outside buildings.  For 
existing buildings where exterior space is 
inadequate, short-term bicycle parking may be 
located inside the building or on the level of the 
parking garage closest to the ground floor with 
a direct access to a public street. 

     (a)     For new developments short-
term bicycle parking shall be located to 
maximize visibility from the main 
entrance.  For existing buildings, where 
short-term bicycle parking is located 
within buildings or parking garages, 
signage shall be required at each 
building entrance as per subparagraph 
12.21 A.16(d)(4). 

     (b)     Short-term bicycle parking 
spaces shall be located no farther than 
50 ft. of walking distance from a main 
pedestrian entrance or the walking 
distance from a main pedestrian 
entrance to the nearest off-street 
automobile parking space whichever is 
closer.  
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     (c)     For buildings with more than 
one main pedestrian entrance, short 
term bicycle parking shall be split evenly 
among all main pedestrian entrances. 

     (iii)     LONG –TERM BICYCLE PARKING.  
Long-term bicycle parking shall be located in 
such a manner to allow access for bicyclists 
entering and leaving the site.   

     (a)     Long-term bicycle parking 
inside a parking garage shall be located 
along the shortest walking distance to 
the nearest pedestrian entrance of the 
building from the parking garage.   

     (b)     Long-term bicycle parking 
inside a parking garage shall be located 
on the level of the parking garage 
closest to the ground floor with and shall 
provide direct access to a public street. 

     (iv)     COMBINATION OF USES.  In cases 
of mixed-use development, long-term bicycle 
parking shall be provided in separate bicycle 
parking facilities when a separate pedestrian 
entrance is provided for each use.  In these 
cases, bicycle parking shall be located so that 
it is conveniently accessible for each use. 

     (v)     MULTIPLE BUILDINGS.  For a 
development site with multiple buildings, 
required bicycle parking shall be sited in 
smaller bicycle parking facilities located near 
the pedestrian entries for each building, rather 
than in one centralized facility in accordance 
with the rules for locating bicycle parking 
provided in this Paragraph. 

     (3)     LIGHTING.  Adequate lighting shall be 
provided to ensure safe access to bicycle parking 
facilities in accordance with Sec .12.21 A.5(k). 

     (4)     SIGNAGE.  Where bicycle parking is not 
clearly visible from the street, legible reflectorized 
signs shall be permanently posted at the street 
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entrances to each site indicating the availability and 
location of bicycle parking within the site.  All signs 
shall comply with Section 14.4.7. 

     (e)     ADDITIONAL REQUIRMENTS AND 
ALLOWANCES. Bicycle parking spaces shall be located no 
farther than the distance from a main entrance of the 
building to the nearest off-street automobile parking space. 

     (1)     BICYCLE PARKING IN THE PUBLIC 
RIGHT-OF-WAY.   

     (i)     Short-term bicycle parking spaces 
located immediately in front of a site within the 
public right-of-way may be counted towards the 
short-term bicycle parking requirements of said 
site.   

     (ii)     Business operators or property 
owners may install and maintain their own 
racks within the public right-of-way unless a 
City owned rack already exists.  

     (a)     Business operators or property 
owners shall be responsible for applying 
for a B permit as directed under Section 
62.105 to install short-term bicycle 
parking within the public right-of-way.   

     (b)     All bicycle parking installed in 
this manner must meet the rules and 
regulations set out by the Bureau of 
Engineering Standard Plan S-671-0.   

     (c)     Business operators or property 
owners who choose to install bicycle 
parking within the public right-of-way 
shall be responsible for maintaining the 
racks according to the standards set 
forth in a Covenant Maintenance 
Agreement with either the Department 
of Transportation or the Bureau of 
Engineering.  

     (2)     BICYCLE CORRALS. 
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     (i)     Any site located within 500 feet of a 
City funded bicycle corral may count up to 4 
bicycle parking spaces towards their required 
short-term bicycle parking spaces. 

     (ii)     Business operators or property 
owners may petition the City to install and 
maintain their own bicycle corrals immediately 
in front of their property.   

     (a)     Businesses or property owners 
who do so may count all of the bicycle 
parking within the bicycle corral towards 
their required number of short-term 
bicycle parking spaces.  In such cases, 
short-term bicycle parking installed in 
such a manner shall not be counted 
towards the bicycle parking 
requirements of surrounding 
businesses. 

     (b)     Business operators or property 
owners shall cover the construction and 
maintenance costs of building said 
bicycle corrals.   

     (c)     Multiple businesses or property 
owners may petition the City as a group 
and split the costs to construct and 
maintain the corral.   

     (1)     In such cases, a single 
business shall be responsible for 
assuming the maintenance 
responsibilities detailed in a 
Covenant Maintenance 
Agreement as outlined below.   

     (2)     The business 
responsible for maintaining the 
bicycle corral may count the full 
amount of bicycle parking in the 
corral towards its short-term 
bicycle parking requirements.   

     (3)     All other business may 
count up to half of the bicycle 
parking spaces in the corral 
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towards their required short-term 
bicycle parking spaces so long as 
they provide a financial 
contribution.   

     (d)     Business operators or property 
owners shall be responsible for applying 
for a B permit as directed under LAMC 
Sec. 62.105 to install bicycle corrals 
within the public right-of-way. 

     (e)     Business operators or property 
owners who choose to install bicycle 
corrals within the public right-of-way 
shall be responsible for maintaining the 
racks according to the standards set 
forth in a Covenant Maintenance 
Agreement with either the Department 
of Transportation or the Bureau of 
Engineering. 

     (g)     If, for any reason, the 
responsibility for maintaining a bicycle 
corral is returned to the City of Los 
Angeles, it shall be considered a City 
funded bicycle corral.   

     (iii)     If, for any reason, the City determines 
that a bicycle corral must be removed, 
business owners shall no longer be able to 
count the spaces removed towards their 
required bicycle parking. In such cases, said 
businesses shall be required to provide any 
bicycle spaces lost in the removal of the corral. 
Failure to comply may result in the revocation 
of a business’s Certificate of Occupancy and a 
fine for Code Violation. 

     (3)      SHOWERS AND PERSONAL LOCKERS.  
Showers and personal lockers shall be provided as 
required per LAMC Sec. 91.6307 of this Code.  
Personal lockers shall only be required for long-term 
bicycle parking. 

     (f)     EXEMPTIONS.  The provisions of this section shall 
not apply to any of the following projects, which shall comply 
with the prior version of this section, as applicable: 
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     (1)     Any entitlement application filed and 
accepted as complete with the exception of CEQA 
review prior to the effective date of this ordinance as 
determined by the Department of City Planning. 

     (2)     Any project for which the City has approved 
an entitlement application as of the effective date of 
this ordinance but that has not yet submitted plans 
and appropriate fees to the Department of Building 
and Safety for plan check as determined by the 
Department of City Planning. 

     (3)     Any Project where plans were accepted by 
the Department of Building and Safety as per section 
12.26 A.3. 

     (f)     Bicycle parking spaces shall be separated from 
automobile parking spaces or aisles by a wall, fence, or curb 
or by at least five feet of open space marked to prohibit 
parking. 

     (g)     Aisles providing access to bicycle parking spaces 
shall be at least five feet in width. 

     (h)     Signage which is clearly legible upon approach to 
every automobile entrance to the parking facility shall be 
displayed indicating the availability and location of bicycle 
parking. 

     (i)     Showers and lockers shall be provided as required 
by Section 91.6307 of this Code.  (Amended by Ord. No. 
177,103, Eff. 12/18/05.) 

Sec. 6.   Subdivision 5 of Subsection A of Section 12.21.1 of the Los 
Angeles Municipal Code is amended to read: 

5.     In computing the total floor area within a building, the gross 
area confined within the exterior walls within a building shall be 
considered as the floor area of that floor of the building, except for 
the space devoted to bicycle parking, stairways, elevator shafts, 
light courts, rooms housing mechanical equipment incidental to the 
operation of buildings, and outdoor eating areas of ground floor 
restaurants.  

Sec. 7.   The City Clerk shall certify… 
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ATTACHMENT 1: FINDINGS 

LAND USE FINDINGS 
The City Planning Department recommends that the City Planning Commission, 
in accordance with Charter Section 558, find: 
 
1. in accordance with Charter Section 556, the proposed ordinance 
(Appendix A) is in substantial conformance with the purposes, intent and 
provisions of the General Plan in that it is in substantial conformance with the 
purposes, intent, and provisions of the Transportation Element of the City’s 
General Plan.  Appendix A implements the Los Angeles Bicycle Master Plan 
adopted on March 1, 2011 which is Chapter IX of the Transportation Element of 
the City’s General plan. Policy Objective 1.2 seeks to “Encourage the use of 
bicycles for everyday transportation by ensuring the provision of convenient and 
secure bicycle parking and support facilities citywide.”  The proposed ordinance 
addresses and supports policy 1.2.2 A Sidewalk Bicycle Parking Program by 
setting clear rules for business owners to install bicycle racks within the public 
right-of-way; policy 1.2.2 B On Street Bicycle Parking Corrals by creating a 
definition for bicycle corrals and clear rules for the establishment of such corrals; 
policy 1.2.3 A Bicycle Parking Standards in City Facilities by requiring that all City 
owned and leased facilities provide both short and long-term bicycle parking; 
policy 1.2.3 C Recreation and Parks Bicycle Parking Standards by requiring that 
a minimum number of bicycle parking spaces be provided in most new City 
parks; policy 1.2.7 A Private Property Bicycle Parking Standards for Commercial 
and Industrial Projects by increasing the number of bicycle parking spaces 
required in new commercial, institutional, and industrial uses and buildings 
undergoing additions; policy 1.2.7 B Private Property Bicycle Parking Standards 
for Residential Projects by requiring that bicycle parking be provided in most new 
multifamily residential projects; policy 1.2.4 D Transit Oriented District Plans by 
allowing a greater percentage of automobile parking to be swapped with bicycle 
parking in areas that are within 1,500 ft of some transit facilities; 1.2.4 E TDM 
Ordinance Revision encouraging the use of bicycles as an alternative to the 
automobile and allowing a limited amount of automobile parking to be replaced 
by bicycle parking; policy 1.2.4 F Expand Bicycle Parking Standard through 
encouraging the use of bicycles as an alternative means of transportation by 
allowing automobile parking to be replaced by bicycle parking; policy 3.2.6 
Economic Benefits of Bikeway Improvement Program by allowing for bicycle 
corrals to increase the patrons that can park in a single automobile parking space 
and allowing the replacement of automobile parking spaces with bicycle parking 
spaces; and 
 
in addition, the proposed ordinance (Appendix A) supports Policies 2.3, 2.5, 2.11, 
and 3.15 of the Transportation Element in regards to Transportation Demand 
Management. Policy 2.3 is supported through the “development of transportation 
facilities and services that encourage transit ridership, increase vehicle 
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occupancy, and improve pedestrian and bicycle access” such as bicycle parking 
and appropriate lighting for bicycle facilities.  Policy 2.5 promotes bicycle access 
in or near “mixed use corridors” and for “nonwork purposes.”  The proposed 
ordinance provides bicycle parking for many non-work purposes and has specific 
provisions for mixed use developments.  Policy 2.11 promotes expanded 
requirements for bicycle parking and storage facilities in new developments.  
Policy 3.15 promotes enhancing bicycle access to neighborhood districts and 
community centers.  The provision of bicycle corrals will provide public bicycle 
parking in such areas.  Likewise, all public recreational facilities will be required 
to provide bicycle parking facilities; and 
 
the proposed ordinance (Appendix A) supports policy 2.4.2 D within the Housing 
Element to establish design guidelines and development standards for bicycle 
parking and to provide bicycle parking within residential developments; and 
 
2. in accordance with Charter Section 558 (b)(2), the proposed ordinance 
(Appendix A) will be in conformity with public necessity, convenience, general 
welfare and good zoning practice in that it will provide bicycle parking and 
increased access for bicyclists in most new developments and additions.  
Providing bicycle parking facilities will encourage bicycling as an alternative to 
the private automobile which addresses issues 8.1 and 8.2 of the General Plan 
Framework that state, “Transportation policy needs to ensure that basic 
accessibility needs are met,” and “These strategies require significant 
investments in rail and bus transit, as well as public policies to encourage shifts 
away from the single-occupant automobile to other choices”; and 
 
in accordance with the City Planning Commission policy, “Do Real Planning”, the 
proposed ordinance (Appendix A) is in substantial conformance with the intent 
and purpose of item 12 to revisit our “one size fits all” suburban parking 
standards, the proposed ordinance (Appendix A) allows for the substitution of a 
limited amount of automobile parking for bicycle parking.  This allowance will give 
business owners flexibility when undergoing a change of use where limited space 
is available for automobile parking.  Likewise, this allowance will give developers 
a limited amount of flexibility when designing new green buildings that are “health 
conscious and environmentally friendly” which is in conformance with item 7 
“Produce green buildings.” 

ENVIRONMENTAL FINDING 
 
In accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), a Negative 
Declaration (Attachment 2) was published on February 10, 2011.  Providing 
bicycle parking supports environmental goals by encouraging bicycling and 
shifting trips away from automobiles.  On all measures the proposed ordinance 
(Appendix A) will have either no or a less than significant effect on the 
environment.   




















































