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10.0 Public Realm: Streetscapes,
Alleyscapes, Parks, & Public
Buildings

Along with private residential and commercial buildings and spaces,
public spaces and buildings also contribute to the unique historic char-
acter of a preservation zone. Public spaces include streetscapes,
alleyscapes, and parks. Public buildings cover a broad variety of
buildings such as police stations, libraries, post offices, and civic build-
ings.

Streetscapes add to the character of each HPOZ neighborhood
through the maintenance and preservation of historic elements. Street
trees in particular contribute to the experience of those driving or
walking through an HPOZ area. Character defining elements of
streetscapes may include historic street lights, signs, street furniture,
curbs, sidewalks, walkways in the public right-of-way, public planting
strips and street trees.

Alleys, the lowest category of streets, may not exist in all HPOZ ar-
eas, but if present they traditionally serve as the vehicular entry and
exit to garages providing an important element of the neighborhood
character.

Like alleys, parks are sometimes present in an HPOZ area and, as
such, traditional elements should be preserved and maintained, and
the addition of new elements should be compatible with the historic
character of the neighborhood.

Additions to public buildings may require the installation of ramps,
handrails and other entry elements that make a building entrance
more accessible. These elements should be introduced carefully so
that character-defining features are not obscured or harmed. Guide-
lines relating to public buildings covering Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA) requirements and location of parking lots are covered in
this section. Guidelines for new and existing historic public buildings
are the same as those in the commercial rehabilitation and infill sec-
tions excluding those on storefronts. Please refer to those sections
when making changes, constructing additions or construction of new
public buildings.
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