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PURPOSE AND INTENT

The pattern and design of doors are major defining features of a
structure. Changing these elements in an inappropriate manner has
a strong negative impact on the historic character of the structure
and the neighborhood. Doors define character through their shape,
size, construction, glazing, embellishments, arrangement on the
facade, hardware, detail and materials, and profile.

In many cases doors were further distinguished by the placement of
surrounding sidelights, fanlights, or other architectural detailing.
Preservation of these features is also important to the preservation
of a house’s architectural character.

GUIDELINES

1. Preserve the materials and design of historic doors and their
surrounds.

2. The size, scale, and proportions of historic doors on a fagade
should be maintained. Filling in or altering the size of historic
doors, especially on primary facades, is inappropriate.

3. Adding doors to visible historic facades is inappropriate.

4. When replacement of doors is necessary, replacement doors should
match the historic doors in size, shape, scale, glazing, materials,
method of construction, and profile.

5. When original doors have been lost and must be replaced, designs
should be based on historic photographic evidence. If no such
evidence exists, the design of replacement doors should be based
on a combination of physical evidence (indications in the structure
of the house itself) and evidence of similar doors on houses of the
same architectural style in the neighborhood.

6. Painting historic doors that were originally varnished or stained and
are not currently painted is not appropriate.
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