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8.4  PORCHES/BALCONIES

8.4  Porches and Balconies

PURPOSE AND INTENT

Porches and balconies were typically the most important feature of
historic residential buildings in University Park.  Historically, residential
porches/balconies in their many forms—stoops, porticos, terraces,
entrance courtyards, porte cocheres, patios, or verandas—served a
variety of functions. Typically they were open air-spaced not enclosed
with windows or screens.  They provided a sheltered outdoor living
space in the days before reliable climate controls, they defined a semi-
public area to help mediate between the public street areas and the
private area within the home, and they provided an architectural focus
to help define entryways and allow for the development of architectural
detail.

Porch/balcony design, scale, and detail vary widely between architectural
styles.  The front porch/balcony provides embellishments to the front of
a building, animates the street, and gives expression to the residential
scale of building.  The front entrance is generally associated with a front
porch.  The front porch and the entrance are important features of the
area.  A project should also reflect other historic entrance characteristics
in the area.  To help determine what elements are particularly important,
the architectural styles section of these guidelines should be consulted,
or the HPOZ board should be consulted.

GUIDELINES

1. Historic porches/balconies should be preserved and maintained as
open living spaces.  Returning porches that have previously been
enclosed to the original open design is encouraged.

2. Preserve decorative details that help to define an historic porch/
balcony. These include balusters, balustrades, columns, and
brackets.

3. If elements of the porch/balcony, such as decorative brackets or
columns, are to be replaced, replacement materials should exactly
match the originals in design and materials.

4. If porch/balcony elements are damaged, they should be repaired in
place instead of being removed and replaced.






