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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Purpose and Qualifications 

The purpose of this report is to determine and set forth whether or not the Emerson College-
Los Angeles Center Project (sometimes referred to as the “Project”) will impact historic 
resources. The Project Site is located at the southeast corner of the intersection of Gordon 
Street and W. Sunset Boulevard in Hollywood. The address for the Project Site is 5960 W. 
Sunset Boulevard. The associated Assessor Parcel Number (APN) is 5545-014-001. The Project 
Site is located in the Hollywood Redevelopment Area established by the Community 
Redevelopment Agency of the City of Los Angeles (CRA/LA). The Project Site is currently 
vacant land that is paved and used for surface parking. 

Teresa Grimes, a Principal Architectural Historian at Galvin Preservation Associates, was 
responsible for the preparation of this report, which was submitted to Christopher A. Joseph & 
Associates. She fulfills the qualifications for historic preservation professionals outlined in Title 
36 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Part 61. Her resume is attached. 

1.2 Methodology 

In conducting the analysis of potential historic resources and impacts, the following tasks were 
performed: 

1. As the Project Site is currently vacant land, the scope of the study involved the 
identification of known and potential historic resources in the vicinity and the analysis 
of indirect impacts. 

2. Research was conducted to determine whether or not any of the buildings in the 
vicinity are currently listed as landmarks at the national, state, or local levels and 
whether or not they have been previously evaluated as historic resources. The 
California Historical Resources Inventory System (CHRIS) includes properties listed 
and determined eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, listed and 
determined eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources, 
California Registered Historical Landmarks and Points of Historical Interest, as well as 
properties that have been evaluated in historic resource surveys and other planning 
activities. Two properties across the street from the Project Site are included in 
CHRIS: 6000 W. Sunset Boulevard and 5939 W. Sunset Boulevard. These two 
properties are discussed in greater detail below. In addition, as the Project is located 
in the Hollywood Redevelopment Area, the inventory of buildings identified as historic 
resources under the Hollywood Redevelopment Plan was reviewed. 

3. Conducted a field inspection of the Project Site and surrounding area to identify 
potential historic resources. Other than the aforementioned buildings, no potential 
historic resources were identified.  

4. Reviewed and analyzed ordinances, statutes, regulations, bulletins, and technical 
materials relating to federal, state and local historic preservation designations, and 
assessment processes and programs. 
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2. REGULATORY ENVIRONMENT 

2.1 REGULATORY ENVIRONMENT 

Generally, a lead agency must consider a property a historic resource under the California 
Environmental Quality Act if it is eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical 
Resources (California Register). The California Register is modeled after the National Register 
of Historic Places (National Register). Furthermore, a property is presumed to be historically 
significant if it is listed in a local register of historic resources or has been identified as 
historically significant in a historic resources survey (provided certain criteria and 
requirements are satisfied) unless a preponderance of evidence demonstrates that the 
property is not historically or culturally significant.1 The National and California Register 
designation programs are discussed below.  

National Register of Historic Places 

The National Register is "an authoritative guide to be used by federal, state, and local 
governments, private groups and citizens to identify the nation's cultural resources and to 
indicate what properties should be considered for protection from destruction or impairment."2 

Criteria 

To be eligible for listing in the National Register, a property must be at least 50 years of age 
and possess significance in American history and culture, architecture, or archaeology. A 
property of potential significance must meet one or more of four established criteria: 3 

A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history; or 

B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or 

C. Embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high 
artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components may lack individual distinction; or 

D. Yield, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history. 

Physical Integrity 

According to National Register Bulletin #15, “to be eligible for listing in the National Register, 
a property must not only be shown to be significant under National Register criteria, but it also 
must have integrity.”  Integrity is defined in National Register Bulletin #15 as "the ability of a 
property to convey its significance.”4 Within the concept of integrity, the National Register 

                                                
1 Public Resources Code Section 5024.1 and 14 CCR Section 4850. 
2 Title 36 Code of Federal Regulations Part 60.2. 
3 Title 36 Code of Federal Regulations Part 60.4. 
4 National Register Bulletin #15, pp. 44-45. 
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recognizes seven aspects or qualities that in various combinations define integrity. They are 
feeling, association, workmanship, location, design, setting, and materials. 

Context 

To be eligible for listing in the National Register, a property must also be significant within a 
historic context.  National Register Bulletin #15 states that the significance of a historic 
property can be judged only when it is evaluated within its historic context. Historic contexts 
are “those patterns, themes, or trends in history by which a specific...property or site is 
understood and its meaning...is made clear.”5 A property must represent an important aspect 
of the area’s history or prehistory and possess the requisite integrity to qualify for the National 
Register.  

California Register of Historical Resources 

In 1992, Governor Wilson signed Assembly Bill 2881 into law establishing the California 
Register. The California Register is an authoritative guide used by state and local agencies, 
private groups and citizens to identify historic resources and to indicate what properties are to 
be protected, to the extent prudent and feasible, from substantial adverse impacts.   

The California Register consists of properties that are listed automatically as well as those that 
must be nominated through an application and public hearing process.6 The California Register 
automatically includes the following: 

• California properties listed in the National Register and those formally Determined 
Eligible for the National Register; 

• California Registered Historical Landmarks from No. 0770 onward; and 

• Those California Points of Historical Interest that have been evaluated by the Office of 
Historic Preservation (OHP) and have been recommended to the State Historical 
Resources Commission for inclusion on the California Register. 

The criteria for eligibility of listing in the California Register are based upon National Register 
criteria, but are identified as 1-4 instead of A-D. To be eligible for listing in the California 
Register, a property must be at least 50 years of age and possess significance at the local, 
state, or national level, under one or more of the following four criteria: 

1. It is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of local or regional history, or the cultural heritage of California 
or the United States; or 

2. It is associated with the lives of persons important to local, California, or 
national history; or 

                                                
5 National Register Bulletin #15, p. 7. 
6 Public Resources Code Section 5024.1. 
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3. It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic 
values; or 

4. It has yielded, or has the potential to yield, information important in the 
prehistory or history of the local area, California, or the nation. 

Historic resources eligible for listing in the California Register may include buildings, sites, 
structures, objects, and historic districts. Resources less than 50 years of age may be eligible 
if it can be demonstrated that sufficient time has passed to understand its historical 
importance. While the enabling legislation for the California Register is less rigorous with 
regard to the issue of integrity, there is the expectation that properties reflect their 
appearance during their period of significance.7 

The California Register may also include properties identified during historic resource surveys. 
However, the survey must meet all of the following criteria:8  

1. The survey has been or will be included in the State Historic Resources 
Inventory. 

2. The survey and the survey documentation were prepared in accordance with 
office [SOHP] procedures and requirements. 

3. The resource is evaluated and determined by the office [SOHP] to have a 
significance rating of Category 1 to 5 on a DPR Form 523. 

4. If the survey is five or more years old at the time of its nomination for 
inclusion in the California Register, the survey is updated to identify historical 
resources which have become eligible or ineligible due to changed 
circumstances or further documentation and those which have been 
demolished or altered in a manner that substantially diminishes the 
significance of the resource. 

OHP Survey Methodology 

The evaluation instructions and classification system proscribed by OHP in its Instructions for 
Recording Historical Resources provide a three-digit evaluation code for use in classifying 
potential historic resources. In 2003, the codes were revised to address the California 
Register. The first digit indicates the general category of evaluation. The second digit is a 
letter code to indicate whether the resource is separately eligible (S), eligible as part of a 
district (D), or both (B). The third digit is a number, which is coded to describe some of the 
circumstances or conditions of the evaluation. The general evaluation categories are as 
follows: 

1. Listed in the National Register or the California Register. 

                                                
7 Public Resources Code Section 4852. 
8 Public Resources Code Section 5024.1. 
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2. Determined eligible for listing in the National Register or the California 
Register. 

3. Appears eligible for listing in the National Register or the California Register 
through survey evaluation. 

4. Appears eligible for listing in the National Register or the California Register 
through other evaluation. 

5. Recognized as historically significant by local government.  

6. Not eligible for listing or designation as specified. 

7. Not evaluated or needs re-evaluation.  

Hollywood Redevelopment Plan 

Section 511 of the Hollywood Redevelopment Plan addresses the preservation, rehabilitation, 
and retention of properties in the Project Area. Properties listed as landmarks at the national, 
state, and local levels are recognized as architectural and/or historical significant. Additional 
properties have been identified in historic resource surveys of the Project Area that have been 
based upon the OHP methodology described above. They are including in an inventory of 
historic resources. This inventory is referred to in the 2003 FEIR for the Hollywood 
Redevelopment Plan. 

3. ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 

3.1 Description  

The Project Site is located at the southeast corner of the intersection of Gordon Street and W. 
Sunset Boulevard in the Hollywood Redevelopment Area Sunset Boulevard is a major 
commercial thoroughfare that connects downtown Los Angeles to the ocean. The section of the 
boulevard near the Project Site is occupied by low- and mid-rise commercial and industrial 
buildings and associated parking lots. The oldest buildings date from the 1920s and the 
youngest were completed in the last few years. There is a mixture of residential and 
commercial uses south of the Project Site. One-story bungalows occupy the east side of 
Gordon Street, while a five-level parking structure sits on the west side. There are not enough 
older buildings with integrity to form a historic district. Two properties in the immediate 
vicinity of the Project Site are listed in the California Historic Resource Inventory System 
(CHRIS): 5939 W. Sunset Boulevard and 6000 W. Sunset Boulevard. 

The building at 5939 W. Sunset Boulevard, across Sunset Boulevard from the Project Site, is 
not presently designated under any of the landmark programs at the national, state, or local 
levels. It was included; however, in the 1979 historic resource survey of Hollywood. That 
survey was updated in 2003 as part of the Hollywood Redevelopment Plan Update EIR. The 
2003 survey found that the building was not eligible for listing in the National Register but 
eligible under a local ordinance. The building has a National Register Status Code of 5S2 in the 
CHRIS. The 2003 survey did not address California Register eligibility.  
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In 2006, a Historic Resource Report was prepared for the building at 5939 W. Sunset 
Boulevard, in conjunction with a proposed development project, the Sunset and Gordon 
Mixed-Use Project. Based upon the additional research and analysis conducted for the report, 
it was determined that the building is ineligible for listing in the National or California 
Registers, due to a lack of physical integrity. While the building may be significant in a variety 
of historic contexts, it no longer conveys that history due to extensive alterations. As such, the 
building is not a historic resource subject to CEQA. Nonetheless, the facade of this building is 
proposed to be incorporated into the design of the proposed 28-story Sunset and Gordon 
Mixed-use Project.  

Located across Gordon Street from the Project Site, 6000 W. Sunset Boulevard is not 
presently designated under any of the landmark programs at the national, state, or local 
levels. However, it was also included in the 1979 and 2003 CRA/LA historic resource surveys 
of Hollywood. As such it is subject to the provisions of the Hollywood Redevelopment Plan. The 
building has a National Register Status Code of 3S, which indicates that it appears eligible for 
listing in the National Register. However, the survey forms (also known as DPR 523A and B) 
for 6000 W. Sunset Boulevard (attached) do not actually address the subject building, but 
rather the entire block bounded by Sunset Boulevard on the north, Fountain Avenue on the 
south, Gordon Street on the east, and Gower Street on the west. The block was occupied by 
Columbia Studios, now Sunset Gower Studios, which owns and occupies fewer buildings than 
Columbia Studios. According to the survey form, the area along Gower was popularly known 
as Poverty Row because of the “fly-by-night” studios that were located there in the early days 
of the film industry. Gower Gulch was another appellation for the area because of the large 
number of cheap westerns that were filmed there.  

The building was originally constructed in 1933 and expanded in 1943. The original use and 
association, if any, with Columbia Studios, is unknown. In 1943, the building was called the 
Hollywood Casino and was home to theater productions such as “Burlesque in Hollywood” and 
“Harlem in Hollywood.” (Los Angeles Times, April 16, 1943 and November 20, 1943) The 
building also housed West Coast Productions in 1950 and was called the Radio Center Building 
in 1954.  

The 2003 CRA/LA historic resource survey of Hollywood only indicated that the building had 
not been altered since the past survey. No building specific research was conducted. A new 
historic resource survey of the Hollywood Redevelopment Plan Area is in progress. Initial 
findings indicate that the building may be eligible under Criterion A in the context of the music 
industry. It was once part of a complex of buildings owned by United Western Records. 
Established by audio engineer Bill Putnam in 1957, the United Western Records complex 
produced some of the biggest hit records of the pop era.  

According to http://www.allaboutall.info/article/United_Western_Recorders: 

Prior to his move to California, Putnam had founded the prestigious Universal 
Recording studio in Chicago, Illinois. A pioneer of many modern recording techniques, 
Putnam built Universal into one of the most sought-after studios in the country and 
became well known for his UREI recording equipment and custom-made Universal 
Audio mixing consoles, which were bought by many major recording studios. 

After relocating to Hollywood in 1957, and with the backing of Bing Crosby and Frank 
Sinatra, Putnam first purchased the United Studio at 6050 W. Sunset Boulevard. In 
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1961 he purchased the neighboring Western Studio at 6000 W. Sunset Boulevard, 
creating the United Western complex. 

The two studios, separated by a parking lot, operated more or less independently. 
United was favored by 'older' artists such as Crosby, Sinatra, Nat "King" Cole, and Ray 
Charles, while Western soon became a favored recording venue for the new generation 
of pop-rock musicians and producers, such as Sam Cooke, The Beach Boys, Phil 
Spector and The Mamas And The Papas. 

In 1977 Putnam sold to a partner, Allen Sides, who renamed the complex Ocean Way 
Recording. 1999, Allen Sides sold the Western section of the complex to computer magnate 
Rick Adams, who renamed it Cello Studios. The equipment inventory was also purchased from 
Ocean Way Recording, including a collection of rare vintage microphones, as well as vintage 
'outboard' gear including valuable studio effects units such as the famous Fairchild 670 
limiters, which are no longer made. The building was subsequently sold to EastWest Studios 
and substantially remodeled by Philippe Starck in 2009. The building is a historic resource 
subject to CEQA by virtue of the fact that it is included in the Hollywood Redevelopment Plan 
inventory of historic resources.  

4.   PROJECT IMPACTS 

4.1 Determining the Significance of Impacts on Historical Resources 

In enacting the California Register, the Legislature amended CEQA to clarify which properties 
are significant, as well as which project impacts are considered to be significantly adverse.  

A project that may cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a 
historical resource is a project that may have a significant effect on the environment.9 

A substantial adverse change means demolition, destruction, relocation, or alteration 
of the resource such that the significance of a historical resource is materially 
impaired.10  

The State CEQA Guidelines include a slightly different definition of “substantial adverse 
change:” 

Substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource means physical 
demolition, destruction, relocation, or alteration of the resource or its immediate 
surroundings such that the significance of a historical resource is materially 
impaired.11 

The Guidelines go on to state that “the significance of a historic resource is materially impaired 
when a project demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical 
characteristics that convey its significance and that justify its inclusion in or eligibility for 

                                                
9 Public Resource Code Section 21084.1. 
10 Public Resource Code Section 5020.1(q). 
11 14 CCR Section 15064.5(b)(2)(A). 
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inclusion in the California Register, local register, or its identification in a historic resources 
survey.”12  

The following factors are set forth in the City of Los Angeles’ “L.A. CEQA Thresholds Guide,” 
which states that a project would normally have a significant impact on historic resources if it 
would result in a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historic resource. A 
substantial adverse change in significance occurs if the project involves: 

• Demolition of a significant resource; 

• Relocation that does not maintain the integrity and (historical/architectural) 
significance of a significant resource; 

• Conversion, rehabilitation, or alteration of a significant resource which does not 
conform to the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines 
for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings; or 

• Construction that reduces the integrity or significance of important resources on the 
site or in the vicinity. 

4.2 Project Description 

The Project applicant is Emerson College, which is based in downtown Boston, Massachusetts. 
The Project involves the construction of an approximate 115,000 square-foot, 10-story mixed-
use trade school with student rooms and ground floor retail. The new building would include 
approximately 38,100 square feet of academic/administrative space, approximately 70,500 
square feet of student and faculty residential floor area (approximately 224 student rooms and 
4 faculty/staff apartments), and approximately 6,400 square feet of ground floor retail. The 
Emerson College Los Angeles Center program would provide classroom programming on-site, 
but is largely oriented towards providing internship opportunities within the entertainment 
community. The new building would include a central core that houses the academic and 
administrative spaces, and two residential towers on the east and west sides that sit atop a 
one-story base. The central core would include three levels of academic/administrative spaces, 
one level of residential support, and an outdoor terrace that serves the faculty, staff and 
students on the second level. The grand stair spans the first three residential floors and leads 
to an outdoor terrace on the fifth floor providing an open common area for the resident 
students.  The two 10-story residential towers are linked on the ninth level by a double height, 
truss-supported bridge that supports the mechanical equipment, and rooftop helipad to be 
used for emergency access only. 

4.3 Project Impacts 

Direct Impacts on Historic Resources. 

The Project will have no direct impacts on historic resources, because there are no historic 
resources on the Project Site. The Project Site is vacant land. The Project will not result in the 
demolition, alteration, or relocation of any historic resources. 

                                                
12 14 CCR Section 15064.5(b)(2). 
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Indirect Impacts on Historic Resources 

In addition to the potential direct impacts, the indirect impacts of the development of the 
Project must be analyzed. As discussed in the previous sections, the Project Site is located 
across the street from a historic resource subject to CEQA, the building at 6000 W. Sunset 
Boulevard. The Project will have a less than significant impact on this historic resource 
because its significance would not be materially impaired. The Project does not involve any 
impact at all on the physical characteristics of the 6000 W. Sunset  Boulevard building.  
Furthermore, the Proposed Project would not impact the social significance of the 6000 W. 
Sunset Boulevard building as it relates to its association with the growth and development of 
the Hollywood music industry. The building would remain eligible for designation as a 
landmark at the national, state, and local levels. The only factor of integrity that would be 
affected by the Project is setting. Setting is the physical environment of a historic property. It 
includes the environment of the historic property within its boundaries, as well as its 
surroundings. Setting is an essential factor of integrity for certain types of historic resources 
such as districts and estates where the environment of the buildings may be as significant as 
the buildings themselves.  

The setting of 6000 W. Sunset Boulevard is not a vital factor of integrity for two reasons. First, 
the setting is generally lacking in historic character. The building occupies the boundaries of 
the historic property so the only consideration is its surroundings. The setting of most historic 
resources in urban environments changes over time, unless they are part of historic districts, 
which is not the case here. South of the building is a five-level parking structure and a new 
building for Technicolor is located to the west. As such, one could argue that the setting of the 
historic resource has already been compromised. Second and more importantly, the integrity 
of setting is not necessary for the building to convey its significance. The building is historically 
significant in the context of the entertainment industry, first film and later music. The 
activities that took place there and justify its eligibility all happened in the interior of the 
building. 

The architectural compatibility, or lack there of, of the new building in no way impacts the 
historic significance of the building at 6000 W. Sunset Boulevard under the CEQA standards. 
The CEQA measure for determining an impact on a historic resource is whether or not the 
proposed project will materially impair the significance of the historic resource – not whether 
on not it is architecturally compatible with the historic resource. Such an analysis is related to 
the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties, which 
applies to physical changes to historic buildings and historic districts. There are four types of 
treatments: Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration, and Reconstruction. Standard #9 for 
Rehabilitation states that: 

“New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy 
historic materials, features and spatial relationships that characterize the property. 
The new work shall be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the 
historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the 
integrity of the property and its environment.” 

There are no historic resources on or abutting the Project Site. In addition, the Project Site is 
not in a historic district. As such, the Standards are not applicable. At any rate, compatibility 
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in this case would be difficult to judge because the building at 6000 W. Sunset Boulevard is 
not architecturally significant.  

 

Conclusion 

The Project would not result in any direct or indirect impacts on historic resources. There are 
no historic resources on or adjacent to the Project Site. Furthermore, the Project Site is not 
located in a historic district. There is one historic resource in the vicinity of the Project Site, 
6000 W. Sunset Boulevard. It is included in the inventory of buildings identified as historic 
resources under the Hollywood Redevelopment Plan. The Project would not result in any 
significant unavoidable impacts to the property that would jeopardize it’s listing in the 
CRA/LA’s inventory or jeopardize its eligibility for listing in either the National or California 
Registers as it relates to its social significance as a recording studio that was associated with 
the growth and development of the Hollywood music industry. Nor would the Project have any 
impacts on historic resources further away.  

It should be further noted that the project’s temporary construction-related impacts upon the 
current recording studio use (EastWest Studios) would not jeopardize the status of the 6000 
W. Sunset Boulevard building’s eligibility for listing in either the National or California 
Registers, as the historic significance of the 6000 W. Sunset Boulevard Building is attributed to 
its association with the Gower Gulch Poverty Row area and Columbia Studios as contributing 
to the growth and development of the Hollywood music industry. Further, any temporary 
impacts would not jeopardize its listing in the CRA/LA’s inventory or jeopardize its eligibility for 
listing in either the National or California Registers.  Nevertheless the EIR has identified a 
number of construction related mitigation measures to reduce noise and vibration impacts to 
the maximum extent feasible in an effort to minimize disruptions to the current recording 
operations of EastWest Studios during the 24-month construction period.   
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Figure 1: Looking north from the Project Site. 
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Figure 2: Looking west from the Project Site. 
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Figure 3: Looking south at 6000 W. Sunset Boulevard. 
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■ Galvin Preservation Associates, Principal Architectural 

Historian, 2009-present 
■ Christopher A. Joseph & Associates, Senior 

Architectural Historian, 2006-2009 
■ Teresa Grimes/Historic Preservation, Principal, 1999-

2005, 1993-1994, 1991-1992 
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Manager/Architectural Historian, 1994-1998 
■ Getty Conservation Institute, Research Associate, 
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■ Los Angeles Conservancy, Preservation Officer, 1988-
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Summary of Pertinent Experience: Teresa Grimes is a Principal 
Architectural Historian at Galvin Preservation Associates. She has 
20 years of experience in the field of historic preservation in the 
private, public, and non-profit sectors. She is widely recognized as 
an expert in the identification and evaluation of historic resources 
having successfully prepared dozens of landmark and historic district 
applications for a wide variety of property types including: 
residential districts, commercial districts, single-family residences, 
major office buildings, bridges, gardens, hospitals, hotels, and 
cultural landscapes. Her many projects include city-wide historic 
context statements for Calabasas, Glendale, and Carmel-by-the-Sea, 
and historic resources surveys in Pasadena and Los Angeles. Ms. 
Grimes has also completed numerous environmental compliance 
documents; examples include the Cinerama Dome, Sunset and Vine 
Tower, Campbell Hall, and Valley and Laurel Plaza Shopping 
Centers. Ms. Grimes has also completed several Federal 
Rehabilitation Tax Credit applications; examples include the 
Young’s Market Company Building, Gerry Building, and Kerckhoff 
Building and Annex. Her Historic Preservation Overlay Zone 
applications include Spaulding Square, Carthay Circle, 52nd Place, 
and 27th and 28th Streets.  

Qualifications: Ms. Grimes meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualifications 
Standards for history and architectural pursuant to the Code of Federal Regulations, 36 CFR Part 
61, Appendix A.   
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Selected Relevant Projects: 
Historic Context Statements and Resources Surveys 

2009 Modernism Historic Context Statement.  City of Riverside.  Riverside’s population grew intensively 
after World War II. What was once a small agricultural community grew into an increasingly larger city. 
The population boom required the construction of housing in all of its forms and associated services, 
institutions, and infrastructure. As such, Riverside has a large pool of modern buildings representing a 
variety of styles and types. The purpose of the historic context statement was to establish the significance 
of modern architecture in the history of Riverside, to develop a typology of the various styles of modern 
architecture, to identify the architects who played key roles in the modern movement locally, and to 
develop eligibility requirements for modern buildings. The project included a reconnaissance-level survey 
the preparation of state inventory forms for 20 buildings. In addition, students at UCR documented 20 
potential historic districts. 

2008-09 Historic Resource Survey and Context Statement.  City of Calabasas.  Calabasas was settled in the late 
19th century, but development did not take off until the Las Virgenes communities established independent 
water and school systems in the 1960s. Calabasas is perhaps richer in paleontological and archeological 
resources than historical resources, which was recognized in the historic context statement. The project 
included the completion of an intensive level survey of approximately 200 buildings. Inventoried properties 
were identified and entered into the City’s Access-based California Historical Resources Information 
Database (CHRID).  

2008-09 Multiple Property Documentation (MPD) Form for Historic Resources Associated with the History 
of African Americans.  City of Los Angeles.  Since the earliest days of the pueblo, African Americans 
have been a vital presence in the city. The influence of Los Angeles’ black community reached beyond the 
city itself. As early as 1910, Los Angeles became the center of black business and politics in California, 
eclipsing the Bay Area. A reconnaissance-level survey was conducted to identify historic resources 
associated with African Americans. Identified property types included residences, commercial buildings, 
fire stations, schools, churches, theaters, and club buildings. So far, seven buildings and two historic 
districts have been listed under this MPD. The project received a Governor’s Award and California 
Preservation Foundation Award in 2009. 

1996 Multiple Property Documentation (MPD) Form for Early Auto-Related Properties in Pasadena.  In 
1915, Pasadena boasted more automobiles per capita than any other city in the world, with one automobile 
for every eight residents. The automobile-related resources, which vary from vernacular gas stations to 
high-style automobile showrooms, serve as evidence of the important role the automobile played in the 
historical development of Pasadena. The associated historic contexts included: Automobile Manufacturing; 
Marketing and Servicing the Automobile; Influences of the Automobile on Other Businesses; and 
Roadways and Bridges. So far, five historic resources have been listed under this MPD. 

Landmark Applications 

2009 Driftyland Dairy-Port, El Monte, California Register Application 

2008 Lincoln Theater, Los Angeles, National Register Application 

2008 Fire Station #14, Los Angeles, National Register Application 

2008 Fire Station #30, Los Angeles, National Register Application 

2008 Angeles Funeral Home, Los Angeles, National Register Application 

2008 Prince Hall Masonic Temple, Los Angeles, National Register Application 

2008 28th Street YMCA, Los Angeles, National Register Application 

2008 Second Baptist Church, Los Angeles, National Register Application 

2007  Board of Trade Building, Los Angeles, National Register Application 

2005 Mission San Miguel, San Miguel, National Historic Landmark Application 
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2006 Santa Fe Coast Lines Railroad Hospital, Los Angeles, National Register Application 

2005 Kerckhoff Building & Annex, Los Angeles, National Register Application & Los Angeles Historic-
Cultural Monument Application 

2006 Sears, Roebuck & Company National Distribution Center, Boyle Heights, National Register Application 
and Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument Application 

2004 Textile Center Building, Los Angeles, National Register Application and Los Angeles Historic-Cultural 
Monument Application 

2004 Storrier-Stearns Japanese-Style Garden, Pasadena, National Register Application 

2005 Petitfils-Boos Residence, Windsor Square, National Register Application 

2004 Casa de Adobe/Sunshine Mission, Los Angeles, National Register Application 

2004 La Loma Bridge, Pasadena, National Register Application 

2003 Young’s Market Company Building, Los Angeles, National Register Application 

2003 Gerry Building, Los Angeles, National Register Application 

2003 Chateau Colline, Westwood, National Register Application 

2002 Santee Court, Los Angeles, Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument Application 

2002 Executive Office Building, Old Warner Brothers Studio, Hollywood, National Register Application 

2001 Hoover Hotel, Whittier, National Register Application 

2000 Chase Knolls Garden Apartments, Sherman Oaks, Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument Application 

2000 Venice of America House, Venice, National Register Application 

Historic District Surveys and Nominations 

2009 27th Street National Register District.  City of Los Angeles.  The 27th Street Historic District was 
nominated for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under the Multiple Property 
Documentation (MPD) Form for Historic Resources Associated with African Americans in Los Angeles. 
The historic district is a nearly intact grouping of late 19th and early 20th century residential, religious, and 
institutional buildings. It represents the settlement patterns of the African American population in Los 
Angeles, and is one of the few neighborhoods along the Central Avenue corridor to retain its physical 
integrity. 

2009 52nd Place National Register District.  City of Los Angeles.  The 52nd Place Historic District was 
nominated for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under the Multiple Property 
Documentation (MPD) Form for Historic Resources Associated with African Americans in Los Angeles. 
The historic district was constructed as a planned tract of single-family residences in 1911. Originally it 
was occupied exclusively by white residents, by the 1930s it had become a racially mixed neighborhood, 
and by the 1950s it was predominately black. Early black residents included Ivie Anderson, Joseph and 
Charlotta Bass, and Gilbert Lindsay.  

2009 Margarita Lane National Register District.  City of Pasadena.  The Margarita Lane Historic District 
was nominated for listing in the National Register of Historic Places in the context of architecture. The 
subdivision was conceived as an artists’ colony, and all of the lots were developed between 1927 and 1930. 
The sixteen houses in the district are similar in style, scale, and materials, but unique in design. 

2009 Pasadena Arroyo Seco Parks and Recreation National Register District.  City of Pasadena.  The 
Arroyo Seco played a crucial role in the development of Pasadena as a recreational mecca and its beauty 
inspired the so-called Arroyo Culture that formed on its banks. It is one of the largest and most complex 
cultural landscapes listed in the National Register of Historic Places in California. This 700-acre historic 
district includes two city parks, the Rose Bowl, a municipal golf course, seven scenic bridges, and a wide 
variety of landscape features. The nomination received a CPF Award in 2009. 
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2008 Old Pasadena National Register District Update.  City of Pasadena.  The Old Pasadena Historic District 
has experienced a renaissance since it was listed in 1983. Buildings have been demolished, but mostly 
rehabilitated, while new buildings have been constructed. In consultation with OHP and the City of 
Pasadena, it was decided that an entirely new National Register nomination be prepared to address these 
changes. The new nomination documents nearly 200 buildings and expands the original period of 
significance as well as the district boundaries.  

2004 North University Park National Register District.  City of Los Angeles.  This historic district is 
significant in local history as an intact grouping of middle class residential buildings constructed during the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries. This period was the heyday of the neighborhood’s development as a 
fashionable streetcar suburb of Los Angeles. The 58 contributing buildings represent the prevailing 
architectural styles of Southern California from 1887 through 1929. Volunteers from the West Adams 
Heritage Association photographed the buildings and conducted research, while Ms. Grimes prepared the 
nomination.  

2001 Pisgah Home California Register District.  City of Los Angeles.  The Pisgah Home Historic District was 
the first historic district listed in the California Register in the City of Los Angeles. It was the site of the 
Pisgah Home movement, founded by Finis E. Yokum, in the late 19th century. It has been a mission used 
for religious and charitable purposes for over a hundred years. The centerpiece of the district is Yokum’s 
home, which was constructed in 1898. There are six other contributing buildings. In 2007, the Pisgah Home 
Historic District was listed in the National Register.  

2000 East Colorado Boulevard Historic Resource Survey.  City of Pasadena.  52 buildings were documented 
as a part of a historic resource survey of the East Colorado Boulevard Specific Plan area. The project 
involved a survey of the specific plan area, the preparation of a historic context statement, and 
documentation of buildings on state inventory forms.  

2000 Spring Street National Register District Update.  City of Los Angeles.  Ms. Grimes updated the 
National Register nomination for the Spring Street Financial District. Once known as the “Wall Street of 
the West,” the historic district represents the financial center of Los Angeles during the first half of the 20th 
century. The updated nomination expanded the boundaries east on 4th Street to include the Hellman 
Building and Farmers and Merchant Bank Building.  

1998 Broadway National Register District Update. City of Los Angeles.  Ms. Grimes managed a survey of 
the Broadway National Register District in downtown Los Angeles. The survey was conducted as a part of 
the Section 106 review of a streetscape improvement project that was being undertaken by CRA/LA. 
Project tasks involved the re-evaluation of the district boundaries and contributing and non-contributing 
buildings. The streetscape features including the sidewalks, light fixtures, street trees, curbs, and public 
utility hardware were documented for the first time as a part of the survey. Ms. Grimes subsequently used 
the survey to officially expand the district boundaries on the north and south.  

1996 Carthay Circle HPOZ. City of Los Angeles.  Ms. Grimes assisted the Carthay Circle Homeowners 
Association in preparing an HPOZ application. Plans for Carthay Circle began in 1922 when developer J. 
Harvey McCarthy hired the landscape architecture firm of Cook and Hall to carry out his plans for a 136-
acre subdivision. Carthay Circle was planned as a complete community with a church, elementary school, 
hotel, theater, commercial center and variety of housing opportunities. Volunteers photographed the 
residences and established dates of construction. Ms. Grimes prepared the final report.  

1993 Spaulding Square HPOZ. City of Los Angeles.  Ms. Grimes assisted the Spaulding Square Homeowners 
Association in preparing an HPOZ application. Spaulding Square is made up of approximately 160 modest, 
but well built single-family residences constructed between 1916 and 1926. The architecture of the 
neighborhood is representative of the Period Revival styles popular during the 1920s. The neighborhood 
location off Sunset Boulevard—fast becoming the major route between studios in Hollywood and stars’ 
homes in Beverly Hills—made it an appealing place for film technicians and up-and-coming actors to 
settle. Volunteers photographed the residences and established dates of construction. Ms. Grimes prepared 
the final report.  
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Historic Preservation Tax Credit Certifications and Mills Act Contracts 

2004-05 Sears, Roebuck & Company Mail Order Center, Boyle Heights.  City of Los Angeles.  Ms. Grimes 
provided historic preservation consulting services to MJW Investments related to the preservation and 
adaptive reuse of the Sears, Roebuck & Company Mail Order Center in Boyle Heights. Services included 
having the building listed in the National Register of Historic Places and designated a Los Angeles 
Historic-Cultural Monument as well as preparing an application for a Mills Act contract. Originally 
constructed in 1927, the building housed Sears, Roebuck & Company’s warehouse, distribution, and 
merchandising facilities for the entire southwestern United States, as well as one of the company’s early 
retail stores. Part I and Part II Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credit applications were submitted, but the 
project was put on hold.  

2003-06 Young’s Market Company Building.  City of Los Angeles.  Ms. Grimes consulted with Fred Leeds 
Properties in the preservation and adaptive reuse of the Young’s Market Company Building in the Pico 
Union area of Los Angeles. This Renaissance Revival-style building was rehabilitated and converted into 
loft-style apartments. Services included the preparation of applications for Historic Rehabilitation Tax 
Credits and the National Register of Historic Places. 

2003-04 Santee Court.  City of Los Angeles.  Ms. Grimes provided historic preservation consulting services to 
MJW Investments related to the preservation and adaptive reuse of five buildings along Los Angeles Street 
known as Santee Court. Services included having the buildings designated Los Angeles Historic-Cultural 
Monuments as well as preparing applications for Mills Act contracts. These early 20th century commercial 
buildings were converted to loft-style apartments.  

2000-06 Kerckhoff Building and Annex,  City of Los Angeles.  Ms. Grimes provided historic preservation 
consulting services to the KOR Group related to the preservation and adaptive reuse of the Kerckoff 
Building and Annex. Constructed between 1907 and 1916, the buildings were the headquarters for the 
Santa Fe Railroad Company until 1956. Services included having the buildings listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places and designated a Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument. In addition, 
applications for Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credits and the Mills Act were prepared.  

2001-04 Gerry Building.  City of Los Angeles.  Ms. Grimes provided historic preservation consulting services to 
MJW Investments related to the preservation and adaptive reuse of the Gerry Building. This Late Moderne-
style garment manufacturing building was rehabilitated and converted into fashion showrooms. Services 
included having the building listed in the National Register of Historic Places and designated a Los 
Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument. In addition, applications for Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credits and 
the Mills Act were prepared.  

2000-02 Executive Office Building, Old Warner Brother Studio, Hollywood.  City of Los Angeles.  Ms. Grimes 
consulted with the Tribune Company in the rehabilitation of the Executive Office Building at the old 
Warner Brothers Studio lot in Hollywood. The lot has been home to KTLA since 1957. Constructed in 
1923, the Executive Office Building serves as a dramatic classical façade to the mostly industrial style 
buildings to the rear. The building was rehabilitated and now houses independent production companies. 
Services included the preparation of applications for Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credits and the National 
Register of Historic Places. CAJA continues to provide historic preservation consulting services to the 
current property owners. 

2000-01 Hoover Hotel.  City of Whitteir.  Ms. Grimes consulted with Vista Equities in the preservation and 
adaptive reuse of the Hoover Hotel in Whittier. This 100-room hotel on the town’s main street was 
converted into fifty affordable housing units. Services included the preparation of applications for Historic 
Rehabilitation Tax Credits and the National Register of Historic Places. 

Environmental Review Documents 

2007-08 Dodger Stadium.  City of Los Angeles.  The Dodger Stadium: The Next 50 Years project is currently on 
hold. The relocation of the Dodgers from Brooklyn to Los Angeles in 1957 helped establish Los Angeles as 
a major American city. Dodger Stadium was widely recognized at the time of its construction in 1962 as an 
extraordinary architectural achievement based upon its unobstructed sight lines, symmetrical dimensions, 
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picturesque setting, and unusual dugout seats. In a Historic Resource Report, Dodger Stadium was 
evaluated as eligible for listing in the National Register. As such, it is being treated as a historic resource 
subject to CEQA. Potential impacts the project may have on Dodger Stadium will be analyzed. 

2007-08 Metro Universal.  City of Los Angeles.  The project site surrounds, but does not include Campo de 
Cahuenga, the site of the adobe where Lt. Col. John Fremont and General Andres Pico signed the Articles 
of Capitulation in 1847 during the Mexican-American War. As the Campo is already listed as a landmark at 
the national, state, and local levels, the Historic Resources Report focused on the analysis of indirect 
project impacts. The findings of the report were incorporated into an EIR.  

2007 Wholesale Produce Market.  City of Los Angeles.  A Historic Resource Report was prepared for the 
Wholesale Produce Market, which has been used to process Categorical Exemptions for minor 
improvements. Extensive archival research, fieldwork, and photography documented the evolution of the 
property. The building’s character-defining features were identified so that proposed changes can be 
properly analyzed. Ms. Grimes continued to consult on the improvements to insure that they complied with 
the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards.  

2007 Scripps-Kensington Home, Altadena.  Los Angeles County.  This project in Altadena involved the 
demolition and reconstruction of a nursing home and assisted living facility. The project site has been used 
as a home for the aged since 1914 and was occupied by numerous buildings constructed at various points in 
time. Only one of these buildings was identified as a historic resource subject to CEQA, as the others either 
lacked the integrity or the age to qualify. The historic resource will be moved to a new location on the 
project site, thereby creating space for the new buildings. Potential impacts will be mitigated through the 
application of the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards.  

2007 Temple Israel Master Plan, Hollywood.  City of Los Angeles.  The Historic Resource Report involved 
the evaluation of the buildings on the Temple Israel of Hollywood campus. The sanctuary building on the 
corner of Hollywood Boulevard and Fuller Avenue was designed by the noted theater architect S. Charles 
Lee and constructed in 1948. It was evaluated as eligible for listing in the California Register, while the 
other buildings on the campus were not. The project involves the preservation and rehabilitation of the 
sanctuary building and the construction of a new day school. Potential impacts will be mitigated through 
the application of the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards.  

2007 Campbell Hall.  City of Los Angeles.   This private school in Studio City was designed by the noted 
architecture firm of Jones and Emmons between 1951 and 1965. They were evaluated as eligible for listing 
in the California Register. The master plan for the campus avoids impacts to the buildings identified as 
significant in the Historic Resources Report. 

2007 Beverly Hills Post Office.  City of Beverly Hills.  A Historic Resource Report was prepared for the 
Beverly Hills Post Office for the Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts. The findings of the 
report were incorporated into an EIR for a project that involves the adaptive reuse and rehabilitation of the 
historic building as well as the construction of a new building to the south. As the building was already 
listed in the National Register of Historic Places, the report focused on the identification of character-
defining features and the analysis of the potential impacts. Potential impacts will be mitigated through the 
application of the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards.  

2006 Valley and Laurel Plaza Shopping Centers, North Hollywood.  City of Los Angeles.  The project site 
includes the first skyscraper constructed in the San Fernando Valley as well as Sears and May Company 
buildings. The context statement for the Historic Resources Report covered skyscrapers, shopping centers, 
department stores, and neon signs in Los Angeles. The skyscraper and a neon sign associated with a coffee 
shop were evaluated as eligible for listing in the California Register. The identified historic resources will 
be incorporated into the project. Therefore, impacts on historic resources will be avoided. 

2006-08 Seven Seas Building, Hollywood.  City of Los Angeles.  The Seven Seas Building is located in the 
Hollywood Boulevard National Register District. Although it is identified as a contributing building in the 
district, it had a relatively low level of physical integrity. Ms. Grimes conducted historical research to 
determine the original appearance of the building, prepared a study identifying its character-defining 
features, and made recommendations for their treatment. The project ultimately involved the restoration of 
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the façade, the remodeling of the non-original interior spaces, and the construction of a large roof top sign. 
Subsequently, a Historic Resource Report was prepared to assess compliance with the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards.  

2004 Tower of Wooden Pallets, Sherman Oaks.  City of Los Angeles.  While the historic significance of the 
Tower of Wooden Pallets was dubious, it was nonetheless designated Los Angeles Historic-Cultural 
Monument #184. As such, it was treated as a historic resource subject to CEQA. Ms. Grimes prepared a 
Historic Resources Report for the demolition of the Tower, which was considered a significant impact that 
could not be avoided because it could not be incorporated into the project and it could not be moved. An 
EIR was prepared and overriding considerations were approved. 

2003-05 Oxford Avenue Apartment District, Koreatown.  City of Los Angeles.  In preparing a Historic Resource 
Report for a multi-family housing project in Koreatown, a 60-building apartment district was identified. 
The project included the preparation of state inventory forms for the district and HABS documentation for 
the eight buildings that were eventually demolished. The HABS documentation was required as a 
mitigation measure in the EIR.  

2003-05 Sunset and Vine Building, Hollywood.  City of Los Angeles.  The 1964 building at Sunset and Vine was 
evaluated in a Historic Resource Report in response to a proposed remodel. The contexts in which the 
building were evaluated included the history of skyscrapers and banking. Ultimately, the building was 
found ineligible as a historic resource subject to CEQA and a MND was approved. 

2002 American Society of Cinematographers Clubhouse, Hollywood.  City of Los Angeles.  The clubhouse 
of the American Society of Cinematographers is one of the few examples of Mission Revival architecture 
remaining in Hollywood. A comprehensive study of character-defining features was conducted to assist in 
the rehabilitation and expansion of the building. Subsequently, a Historic Resource Report was prepared to 
assess compliance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards. 




