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REQUEST:   APPROVAL OF EXPANSION OF THE PASCUAL MARQUEZ  
  FAMILY CEMETERY (HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT  

  #685) TO INCLUDE ADJACENT LOT 30 
 

APPLICANT: Monica Marquez 
 6300 Whitsett, Apt. 1 
 North Hollywood, CA  91606  
 

OWNER: Fred J. Marcus 
    3415 S. Sepulveda Blvd, Suite 1200 
    Los Angeles, CA  90034 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Not declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles Administrative 
Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7   

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
 

MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE 
Director of Planning 
 

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]  [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
            
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources   Office of Historic Resources 
 

Prepared by: 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
      
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 
 

Attached Exhibits:  Historic-Cultural Monument Application 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

 
HEARING DATE: January 13, 2011 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA   
  90012 

CASE NO.:  CHC-2010-2919-HCM 
          ENV-2010-2920-CE 
 
Location: 635 N. San Lorenzo Street 
Council District: 11 
Community Plan Area: Brentwood-Pacific 
Palisades 
Area Planning Commission: West Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council: None 
Legal Description: Lot 30, Block 5, TR 9247 
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CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The subject property is an irregularly-shaped parcel in a residential area of Santa Monica 
Canyon in the Pacific Palisades, adjacent to the City of Santa Monica.  The lot consists of a few 
mature trees and palm trees.  A wooden fence fronting San Lorenzo Street encloses the subject 
property.         
 
The subject property surrounds the Pascual Marquez Family Cemetery (Historic-Cultural 
Monument #685; designated in 2000) on three sides.  The cemetery grounds consist of a 
rectangular lot surrounded by a masonry and stucco wall built in 1926 by architect John Byers.  
Belonging to the Marquez family, this private family cemetery dates to the 1840s and formed 
part of the 6,656-acre Rancho Boca de Santa Monica, a Mexican land grant given to Francisco 
Marquez in 1839.  The cemetery is the last remnant of the original ranch to be still owned by the 
Marquez family and is the oldest private family cemetery in Los Angeles.       
 
The HCM application proposes that the adjacent subject lot be incorporated into the Historic-
Cultural Monument designation.  Evidence from a 2009 archeological survey suggested that 
additional unmarked remains may be located in the subject property adjacent to the cemetery 
wall.  More recent archeological investigations, however, have confirmed that there are no 
human remains on the southern half of the subject property.  The applicant also argues that the 
adjacent subject lot is integral to the architectural context and historical landscape of the 
existing cemetery.     
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The construction of the masonry and stucco wall in 1926 to enclose what was believed to 
encompass the private family cemetery-proper at that time established a context for the site and 
a period of significance (1926).   While the cemetery may have once served as burial grounds 
for the 6,656-acre Rancho Boca de Santa Monica and its associated individuals, the 1926 walls 
delineated the cemetery to that immediate landscape setting. The remaining open space 
surrounding the cemetery established a defined view shed consisting of the open space, the 
masonry and stucco wall from San Lorenzo Street, and the axial approach to the gate in the 
adobe wall along the four foot easement.  Although never formalized, the open space was 
identified to give the appearance of a “park-like setting” to the cemetery.  The remaining open 
space around the masonry and stucco walls became a transitional space between the 
neighborhood and the portion of the cemetery defined by the walled enclosure.   
 
However, the subject property (Lot 30) appears to lack sufficient integrity from the early period 
of the subdivision (as evidenced in a 1937 photograph) to reflect or exemplify “the broad 
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cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community” and warrant designation 
as a Historic-Cultural Monument.  Development in and around the cemetery since 1926 has 
encroached on the site, compromising the setting.  The remaining open space (Lot 30), while 
serving as a park-like setting and providing a view shed, does not appear to rise to the level of 
significance for designation.  Introduction of circa 1950s plant material, construction of the 
wooden fence, and permitted work for the construction of a single-family residence have also 
diminished the ability of the subject site to convey some of its potential significance.   
 
The Cultural Heritage Commission may wish to recommend to the applicants that they work with 
the property owner in potentially restoring the historic character of the northern half of the 
subject property to its 1926 appearance and consider putting forth a modified application to 
designate a portion of the property as an expansion to the existing Historic-Cultural Monument.  
As it appears that no archeological studies were performed on the northern portion of the 
subject site, future discovery of human remains in this section of the subject property may also 
constitute new information that may warrant reconsideration of the nomination.   
 
The Cultural Heritage Commission may also wish to encourage the property owner and 
applicant to work together in ensuring continued access to the Marquez Family Cemetery and 
creating an interpretative and educational program to highlight the site’s significant history.     
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On November 4, 2010 the Cultural Heritage Commission took the property under consideration.  
On November 18, 2010, the Cultural Heritage Commission toured the subject property.  
 
The staff of the Office of Historic Resources has reviewed several reports concerning the 
proposed designation of the subject property.  The property owners have submitted a Cultural 
Landscape Assessment and Impact Analysis for 635 San Lorenzo Avenue by LSA Associates, 
Inc (December 17, 2010); Letter from Sherri M. Gust, Registered Professional Archeologist from 
Cogstone Resource Management, Inc. (November 24, 2010); Archeological Investigation at 635 
San Lorenzo by Compass Rose Archeological Inc (April 24, 2010); and a letter from Danny 
Nakao, Nakao Construction (November 29, 2010).   
 
The applicants for the proposed nomination submitted Archeological Assessment of Lot 30 from 
the La Senora Research Institute (2010) and Cultural Landscape Report by T.F. Brewer (2010).     
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RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REQUEST:   APPROVAL OF EXPANSION OF THE PASCUAL MARQUEZ  
  FAMILY CEMETERY (HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT  

  #685) TO INCLUDE ADJACENT LOT 30 
 

APPLICANT: Monica Marquez 
 6300 Whitsett, Apt. 1 
 North Hollywood, CA  91606  
 

OWNER: Deidre Logsdon, Fred Marcus, Davida Rochlin 
 11908 Chaparal Street 
    Los Angeles, CA   90049 
 

    Ray W. Dodd, Margaret M. Ray, Margaret Dodd 
    635 N. San Lorenzo Street 
    Santa Monica, CA  90402 
 

    Fred J. Marcus 
    3251 Selby Ave. 
    Los Angeles, CA  90034 
 

RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
may warrant further investigation. 

 

2. Adopt the report findings. 
 

MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE 
Director of Planning 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE    [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE 
            
Ken Bernstein, Manager   Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources   Office of Historic Resources 
 

Prepared by: 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE 
      
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 
 

Attached Exhibits:  Historic-Cultural Monument Application 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

 
HEARING DATE: November 4, 2010 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA   
  90012 

CASE NO.:  CHC-2010-2919-HCM 
          ENV-2010-2920-CE 
 
Location: 635 N. San Lorenzo Street 
Council District: 11 
Community Plan Area: Brentwood-Pacific 
Palisades 
Area Planning Commission: West Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council: None 
Legal Description: Lot 30, Block 5, TR 9247 
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SUMMARY 
 
The subject property is an irregularly-shaped undeveloped parcel in a residential area of Santa 
Monica Canyon in the Pacific Palisades, adjacent to the City of Santa Monica.  The lot consists 
of several large mature trees and palm trees.  A wooden fence fronting San Lorenzo Street 
encloses the subject property.         
 
The subject property surrounds the Pascual Marquez Family Cemetery (Historic-Cultural 
Monument #685; designated in 2000) on three sides.  The cemetery grounds consist of a 
rectangular lot surrounded by an adobe wall built in 1926 by architect John Byers.  Belonging to 
the Marquez family, this private family cemetery dates to the 1840s and formed part of the 
6,656-acre Rancho Boca de Santa Monica, a Mexican land grant given to Francisco Marquez in 
1839.  The cemetery is the last remnant of the original ranch to be still owned by the Marquez 
family and is the oldest private family cemetery in Los Angeles.       
 
The HCM application proposes that the adjacent subject lot be incorporated into the Historic-
Cultural Monument designation.  Some evidence from a 2009 archeological survey has 
suggested that additional unmarked remains may be located in the subject property adjacent to 
the cemetery wall.  The applicant also argues that the adjacent subject lot is integral to the 
architectural context and historical landscape of the existing cemetery.     
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age.   
 
FINDINGS 

 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential expansion of an existing Historic-Cultural Monument. 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Pascual Marquez Family Cemetery was declared a Historic-Cultural Monument (HCM 
#685) on October 17, 2000 by the Los Angeles City Council.   

 










































































