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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  
 MARGARET AND HARRY HAY HOUSE 
 

REQUEST:  Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 
 

APPLICANT/ Constanze L. Han 
OWNER: 3132 N. Oakcrest Drive 
 Los Angeles, CA  90068 
  

 
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
may warrant further investigation. 

 

2. Adopt the report findings. 
 
S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP 
Director of Planning 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]   
   
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager   
Office of Historic Resources   
 
Prepared by: 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]    
 ________________________ 
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 
 
Attachments: November 2009 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
 ZIMAS Report 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

 
DATE: November 19, 2009 
TIME: 10:00 AM 
PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010 
 200 N. Spring Street 
 Los Angeles, CA  90012 

CASE NO.: CHC-2009-3555-HCM 
         ENV-2009-3557-CE  
 
Location: 3132 N. Oakcrest Drive 
Council District: 4 
Community Plan Area: Sherman Oaks- Studio 
City- Toluca Lake- Cahuenga Pass 
Area Planning Commission: South Valley 
Neighborhood Council: Pico 
Legal Description: Lot 22 of TR 2705 
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SUMMARY 
 
Built in 1939 and located in the Hollywood Hills, this two-story single-family home exhibits 
character-defining features of the International Style.  On an upward sloping lot, the street level 
of the subject property contains a detached garage with a low-hipped roof and single door.  A 
concrete stairway leads up to the home’s uppermost level which contains a recessed off-center 
side entrance hidden from the street view behind an extended stucco wall and covered by a roof 
overhang.  The subject building reads as three flat-roof interlocking horizontal bays on two 
upward sloping ground levels.  Bands of horizontal single-pane clerestory casement windows 
are located on each bay.  The exterior of the subject building is white stucco and smooth 
plaster.  A centrally located brick chimney punctuates the roof.  The home’s primary interior 
spaces are located on the second level, including the open dining room with a slanted ceiling.  
The living room is characterized by a twelve foot wide floor to ceiling window flanked by wood 
framed glass doors on either side which open onto the backyard. The living room is square in 
plan and has a hipped, beamless slanted ceiling.   
 
The subject building is the work of master architect Gregory Ain (1908-1988).  Ain was a noted 
and influential architect of twentieth century modern architecture.  Ain attended the University of 
Southern California, School of Architecture and worked early in his career with master architects 
Richard Neutra and R.M. Schindler.  Two of Ain’s earliest residential designs were the Charles 
H. Edwards House (HCM #260; 1936) and the Amsalem A. Ernst House (HCM #840; 1937).  
Ain was awarded with a Guggenheim Fellowship in 1940 to study prefabricated housing.  Ain 
moved to Pennsylvania and became the Dean of School of Architecture at Pennsylvania State 
University from 1963 to 1967.  In addition, Ain formed a partnership with Phillip Johnson and 
Alfred W. Day after World War II, and designed large housing tracts.  Completed in 1949, Mar 
Vista Tract, one of Ain’s Modernist tract housing projects, was designated a Historic 
Preservation Overlay Zone (HPOZ) in 2003, becoming the first post-World War II historic district 
in the City of Los Angeles. 
 
The Hay House was commissioned by Harry Hay for his mother Margaret Hay.  Harry Hay, a 
writer, teacher, political activist and gay rights advocate, is recognized as one of the earliest 
leaders in the Gay Rights Movement as well as one of the founders of the Mattachine Society 
(1950), the earliest homosexual rights group in the United States.  Founded in Los Angeles by 
Hay, meetings of the Mattachine Society took place in the subject property, which became an 
FBI-watched address. [Denzer, Anthony: Gregory Ain (2008)] Hay was also a highly involved 
member of the Communist Party and selected Gregory Ain as the architect for his mother’s 
residence based on both men’s ties to the Communist Party.  Margaret Hay retained the house 
throughout her life; it then passed to Anita Hay, Harry’s ex-wife, and their daughter Hannah 
Muldavin who eventually sold the home in the late 1990’s. 
 
Alterations include the front yard landscaping, planters, retaining walls, and concrete stairway, 
which, according to the applicant, were completed in 2007 according to an original plan.      
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
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characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property is significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 










































































