Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2009-3525-HCM
ENV-2009-3526-CE

HEARING DATE: January 7, 2010 Location: 9550 N. Haskell Avenue

TIME: 10:00 AM Council District: 12

PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010 Community Plan Area: Mission Hills-Panorama
200 N. Spring Street City- North Hills
Los Angeles, CA Area Planning Commission: North Valley
90012 Neighborhood Council: North Hills West

Legal Description: Lot FR 28 Sec 20 T2N R15W
of Subdivision No.1 of the Property of the Porter
Land and Water Company

PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
SEPULVEDA UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY
SANCTUARY (“THE ONION”)

REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument

OWNER: Sepulveda Unitarian Universalist Society
9550 N. Haskell Avenue
North Hills, CA 91343

APPLICANT: Los Angeles Conservancy in conjunction with
Kennedy High School Architecture and Digital Arts Magnet
(Pablo Avila, Guadalupe Mora, Nitzie Perez, Therese Stoppiello)
523 West 6" Street, Suite 826
Los Angeles, CA 90014

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles Administrative Code
Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7

2. Adopt the report findings.

S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP
Director of Planning

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

Prepared by:
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner
Office of Historic Resources

Attachments: August 20, 2009 Historic-Cultural Monument Application
ZIMAS Report
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FINDINGS

The building “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type specimen,
inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction” as an example of
Modern style ecclesiastic architecture.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

SUMMARY

Built in 1964 and located in the North Hills area, this one-story church sanctuary exhibits
character-defining features of the Modern style. The subject building is circular in shape and
plan and located on a rectangular lot. The dome-shaped structure is supported by glue
laminated timber beams with an exterior finish of composition shingles. The roofing material
continues down the entire length of the sanctuary from the roof to the foundation. The roof
tapers into a flat point at the highest peak, resulting in an onion-like form. The entrance consists
of wooden double doors with an overhang extending over the entrance. Adjacent to the
entrance are two casement windows set in between three sets of glass double doors also
beneath the overhang. Interior spaces include the main sanctuary as well as a small sound
room. Inside the subject building, the floor steps down to three seating levels creating a sunken
circle in the center. The interior finish includes horizontal wood cladding and glue laminated
timber beams. Secondary buildings on the property include adjoining buildings consisting of
administrative offices and meeting rooms. The landscape features consist of a large grassy
lawn with shrubs and trees surrounding around the subject building.

The proposed Sepulveda Unitarian Universalist Society Sanctuary (“The Onion”) historic
monument was designed by architect Frank Ehrenthal. Frank Ehrenthal was a Unitarian himself
and studied under master architect Richard Neutra in Europe. Ehrenthal also designed the First
Unitarian Church in San Francisco and the chapel at Starr King School for the Ministry in
Berkeley.

The Sepulveda Unitarian Universalist Society Sanctuary was built in 1964 as the home of the
Sepulveda Unitarian Universalist Society on land that had once been a ranch. The space held
several political events concerning the Vietnam War, which the congregation opposed.
Controversial anti-war activist William Kunstler spoke at the sanctuary in 1970. By then “The
Onion” had become known as a safe haven and headquarters for protesters. Later, Vietnam
Veterans used the chapel as their headquarters for protests in 1983.

The Sepulveda Unitarian Universalist Society Sanctuary appears significant as a well-
preserved example of the Modernist style, retaining most of its original features and fixtures.
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Alterations include the replacement of the original wooden shake shingles due to fire code
regulations as well as the addition of interior acoustical panels.

DISCUSSION

The Sepulveda Unitarian Universalist Society Sanctuary (“The Onion”) property successfully
meets one of the specified Historic-Cultural Monument criteria: “embodies the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction.” As an ecclesiastic building designed in the Modern style, the
property qualifies for designation as a Historic-Cultural Monument based on these criteria.

BACKGROUND

At its meeting of November 5, 2009, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the
application under consideration. On December 3, 2009, the Cultural Heritage Commission
toured the subject property.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) REVIEW

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions
taken by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the
maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory
process involves procedures for protection of the environment.”

State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation,
conservation or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary
of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for
Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.”

The designation of the Sepulveda Unitarian Universalist Society Sanctuary (“The Onion”) as a
Historic-Cultural Monument in accordance with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles
Administrative Code (“LAAC”) will ensure that future construction activities involving the subject
property are regulated in accordance with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the
designation is to prevent significant impacts to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the
application of the standards set forth in the LAAC. Without the regulation imposed by way of the
pending designation, the historic significance and integrity of the subject property could be lost
through incompatible alterations and new construction and the demolition of irreplaceable
historic structures. The Secretary of the Interior's Standards of Rehabilitation are expressly
incorporated into the LAAC and provide standards concerning the historically appropriate
construction activities which will ensure the continued preservation of the subject property.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural
Monuments.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and
reconstruction of Historic buildings in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s
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Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving Rehabilitating,
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings.
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RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2009-3525-HCM
ENV-2009-3526-CE

HEARING DATE: November 5, 2009 Location: 9550 N. Haskell Avenue

TIME: 10:00 AM Council District: 12

PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010 Community Plan Area: Mission Hills-Panorama
200 N. Spring Street City- North Hills
Los Angeles, CA Area Planning Commission: North Valley
90012 Neighborhood Council: North Hills West

Legal Description: Lot FR 28 Sec 20 T2N R15W
of Subdivision No.1 of the Property of the Porter
Land and Water Company

PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
SEPULVEDA UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY
SANCTUARY (“THE ONION”)

REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument

OWNER: Sepulveda Unitarian Universalist Society
9550 N. Haskell Avenue
North Hills, CA 91343

APPLICANT: Los Angeles Conservancy in conjunction with
Kennedy High School Architecture and Digital Arts Magnet
(Pablo Avila, Guadalupe Mora, Nitzie Perez, Therese Stoppiello)
523 West 6" Street, Suite 826
Los Angeles, CA 90014

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal
may warrant further investigation.

2. Adopt the report findings.

S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP
Director of Planning

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

Prepared by:
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner
Office of Historic Resources

Attachments: August 20, 2009 Historic-Cultural Monument Application
ZIMAS Report
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SUMMARY

Built in 1964 and located in the North Hills area, this one-story church sanctuary exhibits
character-defining features of the Modern style. The subject building is circular in shape and
plan and located on a rectangular lot. The dome-shaped structure is supported by glue
laminated timber beams with an exterior finish of composition shingles. The roofing material
continues down the entire length of the sanctuary from the roof to the foundation. The roof
tapers into a flat point at the highest peak, resulting in an onion-like form. The entrance consists
of wooden double doors with an overhang extending over the entrance. Adjacent to the
entrance are two casement windows set in between three sets of glass double doors also
beneath the overhang. Interior spaces include the main sanctuary as well as a small sound
room. Inside the subject building, the floor steps down to three seating levels creating a sunken
circle in the center. The interior finish includes horizontal wood cladding and glue laminated
timber beams. Secondary buildings on the property include adjoining buildings consisting of
administrative offices and meeting rooms. The landscape features consist of a large grassy
lawn with shrubs and trees surrounding around the subject building.

The proposed Sepulveda Unitarian Universalist Society Sanctuary (“The Onion”) historic
monument was designed by architect Frank Ehrenthal. Frank Ehrenthal was a Unitarian himself
and studied under master architect Richard Neutra in Europe. Ehrenthal also designed the First
Unitarian Church in San Francisco and the chapel at Starr King School for the Ministry in
Berkeley.

The Sepulveda Unitarian Universalist Society Sanctuary was built in 1964 as the home of the
Sepulveda Unitarian Universalist Society on land that had once been a ranch. The space held
several political events concerning the Vietnam War, which the congregation opposed.
Controversial anti-war activist William Kunstler spoke at the sanctuary in 1970. By then “The
Onion” had become known as a safe haven and headquarters for protesters. Later, Vietham
Veterans used the chapel as their headquarters for protests in 1983.

The Sepulveda Unitarian Universalist Society Sanctuary appears significant as a well a
preserved example of the Modernist style, retaining most of its original features and fixtures.

Alterations include the replacement of the original wooden shake shingles due to fire code
regulations as well as the addition of interior acoustical panels.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.
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FINDINGS

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.
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August 20, 2009

Mr. Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner
Office of Historic Resources

I.os Angeles Department of City Planning
200 N, Spring Street, Suite 620

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear Edgar:

Attached, please find the Historic-Cultural Monument nomination form for the Sepulveda
Unitarian Universalist Society “Onion” Chapel, along with a CD containing digital photo images
of the property.

The nomination was completed by Lupe Mora, Pablo Avila, Nitzie Perez, and Therese Stoppiello
of the John F. Kennedy High School Architecture and Digital Arts Magnet. Please call or email
me if you have any questions or concerns with the enclosed nomination form and materials and |
will relay the message to the students in the group.

Sincerely,

Adam Rubin

Youth Qutreach Coordinator
Los Angeles Conservancy
(213) 430-4208
arubin@laconservancy.org

Cc: Aaron Kahlenberg, Trudi Sandmeier

523 West Sixth Street, Suite 826, Los Angeles, Californla goozy  T1 213 623 2489 Fr 213 623 3909



HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION

TYPE QR HAND PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETTERS

IDENTIFICATION

1 NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT Sepulveda Unitarian Universalist Society Sanctuary ("The Onion™)

2. STREET ADDRIESS 9550 N. Haskell Avenue
CITY .. North Hills ‘ 71p CODE 91343 COUNCIL DISTRICT . 12
3. ASSESSOR'S PARCEL NO. 2671008033

4. COMPLETE LEGAL DESCRIPTION: TRACT Subdivision No. 1 of the Pronerty of the Porter Land and Water Company

BLOCK None Loy FR28 SEC20 T2N R15W Arp. NO. 1
5. RANGE OF ADDRESSES ON PROPERTY n/a
6. PRESENT GWNER Sepulveda Unitariar Universalist Society
STREET ADDRISS 9550 N. Haskell Avenue E-MAIL ADDRESS: office@valleyonion.org
Iy North Hills SIATE  CA_ 71p copE__ 91343 prone (818) 894-9251
OWNERSITTD: PRIVYTL, Private PUBLIG
7. PRESENT USE Church sanctuary ORIGINAL USE ....Same
DESCRIPTION
8. ARCHITRCTURAL STYLE . Modernist

{SEE STYLE GEHIDR)

9. STATE PRESENT PIYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE OR STRUCTURE 3t OFRONAL DECRIPFION WORK SHERE 3 PAGE MANIMUAD

See attached

HISTORIC -CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION



HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION

NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT

Sepulveda Unitarian Universalist Soctely Sanctuary ("The Onion")

1), CONSTRUCTION DATE: 10R4 FACTUAL: {+  ESTIMATED: {

11. ARCHITECT, DESIGNER, OR ENGiNgER Frank Enrenthal

12. CONTRACTOR OR OTHER BUILDER Unknown

13, DATES OF ENCLOSED PHOTOGRAPHS 4/23/2009 (B&W Glossy, photos on CD-R)

RN BEACK AND WHETE GLOSSY AND EDEGTTAL EALALED 1O CULTUR AL HERPTAGE (X INMISSIONERLACTTY ORG)Y

14, CONDITION: o7 BXCELLENT {7 GooD [ FAIR - [ DETERIORATED I NO LONGER IN EXISTENCE

15. ALTERATIONS Original wooden shake shingles replaced, interior acoustical panels added,

6, THREATS TO SITE: %] NONE KNOWN || PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT TIVANDALISM £ ] PUBLIC WORKS PROJECT

M ZORNING [ OoTHER

L

17. 15 THE STRUCTURE: [ ON ITS ORIGINAL SITE | MOVED || UNKNOWN

SIGNIFICANCE

WTEH T STTE {SEE ALSO SIGNHICANCE WORK S 1 750 WORES MAXIMUAM B USING ADDITIONAL S 14018}

See attached

19, SOURCES (181 BOOKS, DOCUMENTS. SURVEYS. PERSONAL INTTRVIEWS WITH DATTS) Interviews with Robert Mchiil (Minister) and

Katy Harris (Buildings and Grounds Chairperson), April 2009; Los Angeles Times {various dates, 1962-1984),

San Francisco Chronicle {8/9/2003), San Francisco Gate (8/9/2003), "The Visionary State” by Frik Davis

20. DATE FORM PREPARED 05/08/2009 PREPARER'S NAME Guadalupe Mora

ORGANIZATION Kennedy High School, LA Conservancy sTrinT ADDRESs. 11254 Gothic Avenue

CITY Granada Hills STATE CA__ 7Ip CODE.91344  PHONE (818)271:2537

LA LATL ADDRESS: gdlp_mora@yahas com

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION



DESCRIPTION WORK SHEET

TYPE OR HANIDY PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETTERS

THIE Sepuiveda Unitarian Universalist Society Sanctuary ("The Onion”) IS A single STORY.
NAMI OF PROPOSED MONUMENT NUMBER OF STORIS
Modernist Circular PLAN church
ARCUHEFECTURAL STYLE CE LINE 8 ABOVIE) ' PLAN SHAPE @i io Se Chaert) STRUCTURE USE (RESEIENCE, 171
WITH A composition singie cladding and contoured wood ribs FINISH AND - wood —
MATERIAL (SO0 SLIDING, WOOD STENGLES, BRICK, STUCCO, E1CH ’ MATERIAL OWOOD, METAL I1CH

rpg, dome ROOF 1S composition shingles _ nia ’

ROOF SHAPE MATIIIAL (CLAY VAL ASPHALT O WOOD SHINGLES, E1CH WNDOW MATERIAL

n/a SUINDOWS ARE PART OF THE DESIGN.
WIS Y PR 1O BT HLNG (SLITNS £1 & DOWNY, CASEMENT COPENS Q) HORIZONTAL SLIDING. €10

THE ENTRY FEATURES A nfa ,
DOOR LOCATION {RUCESSED, CEN'TERED. OFF-CENTER, CORNER. £71C)
wood double door DOOR. ADDITIONAL CHARACTER DEFINING BIEMENTS

ENTRY DOONSTYL ¢

OF THE STRUCTURE are_ Glued laminated timber beams, ofiginal wood finishes inside
IDENTIFY ORIGINAL FEATURES SLUCHT AS PORCUHES (SEE CHARTY: BARCONEES: NUMBER AND SHAPE OF DORMERS i<

e Sham

NLMBER AND LOCATION OF CHIMNEYS: SHUTTERS: SECONDARY FRUISH MATERIALS PARAPETS: METAL TRIM: DECORATIVE TILE OR CAST STONED ARCHES:

CRNAMENTAL WOODWORK: SYMMETRY OR ASYMMETRY, CORNICES: FRIEZIS; TOWERS OR TURRETS: BAY WINDOWS: HALFTIMBURING:  HORIZONTALLY,

VERTICALLY: FORMALITY OR INFORMALITY: GARDEN WALLS, ETC.

SECONDARY BUILDINGS CONSIST OF A Administrative offices and meeting rooms

IDENTIFY GARAGE; GARDEN SHEDTER, 1TC

SIGNIFICANT INTERIOR SPACES INCLLOE Three Seating levels with V@ntilatéoﬂ, glaSS double dOOfS, horizontal slats aﬂd_
T THY ORIGINAL FEATURES SUCH A WOOT) PANELING: MOLENGS AND TREM: SPECIAL GLARS WINDOWS,

ribs which meet at the top of the roof.

CIRNATE CRIINGS: PLASTIH MOLIINGS: IGITE FIXTURES: PAINTED DECORATION: CERAMIC TIME: STAIR BALUSTRADES: BUILTHIN PURNTTURE, 1110,

Trees, bushes and lawn
ENTIFY NOTABLE MATURE TREES AND SHREBS

IMPORTANT LANDSCAPING INCLUDIES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION



9, Physical Description

The Sepulveda Unitarian Universalist Society sanctuary, better known as “The Onion”
for its unique, bulbous shape, is an important example of Modernist architecture in Southem
California and meets the Cultural Heritage Ordinance criteria for Jandmark status due to the high
quality of its design and the retention of its original form, detailing, and structural integrity. The
building has a circular shape with a flat point at the highest peak of the roof, resembling the
tapered end of an onion, It has three sets of glass double doors framed by two, in-place windows,
and is covered with composition shingle cladding all around the building. The building is held up

by contoured wood beams that give it its unique shape.

Upon entering the building, the floor drops in three seating levels, creating a tiered,
sunken circle at the center of the floor plan. The walls are covered with horizontal wood
cladding. There is a small sound room in the sanctuary that is also covered in similar wood
siding. The exterior contoured wood beams are also visible inside the building. At the roof level,

the beams come together at the center of the dome to make a circle at their meeting point.

Changes to the building include the replacement of the original exterior wooden shake
shingles with composition shingle cladding (similar in color and size to the original materials) to
comply with fire code regulations in the 1990s. Interior lighting fixtures and acoustical panels

have also been installed along all interior walls in the sanctuary.



18. Significance Statement

The Sepulveda Unitarian Universalist Society (S.U.U.S.) traces its beginnings back to a
small band of religious liberals who gathered together in 1943 with their Universalist minister,

Rev. Sheldon Shepard, and founded the United Liberal Church of the San Fernando Valley.

In 1961, the Valley Unitarian Universalist Church began their search for a new home, as
attendance grew and their old building on Victory Boulevard was no longer adequate. Their
search led to congregational leader Don Justice’s discovery of a five-acre ranch on Haskell
Avenue in Sepulveda. The congregation found themselves in controversy; there were members
who did not want to sell the property on Victory Boulevard and some, like Al and Mary Jo
Brotcke, felt that, with money always in short supply, it could be better spent on things other than

the construction of a new building.

However, the majority favored the move, and the land was purchased with money from
the sale of the Victory Boulevard property to the Salvation Army. Some months later, Ray and
Lucille Steinberg (Malvani) would be among the members and friends who co-signed for the

mortgage on the new property.

An architectural committee was formed which included Spencer Peel, Kay Hardman,
Don Justice and Dorothy Tucker. The recollections of Mr. Peel and Ms. Hardman were vivid as
they described the search for an architect: a call was put out for someone who could design a
structure that would reflect the attitudes and interests of the congregation; that would be not only
a building, but a living space for art, music and theatre for creative learning and worship
experiences. More tha.n a dozen architects were interviewed, not the least of whom was the
famed Richard Neutra, who came and spoke to the congregation on a Sunday morning. But there
was something about his authoritarian manner and firm ideas about what he wanted to build there
that caused the congregation to reject his offer. Instead, they chose Frank Ehrenthal, a former
student of Neutra’s in Europe. Ehrenthal was a Unitarian, a native of Hungary, and resided at the
time in San Francisco. He had designed First Unitarian Church in San Francisco, and the chapel

at Starr King School for the Ministry in Berkeley.

The following is from a report by Spencer Peel, then Chairman of the building
committee: “Frank attended our worship services, met with our committee, lived amongst us.

What he tried to discover, and what we tried to communicate, was; how the building would be



used, that is, what specific activities involving how many people we envisioned, how much could

be spent, and what was our basic religious orientation. We did not tell him what kind of design.”

Ehrenthal spent time talking to people, stayed in the homes of the members, observed
them at worship, work and play. When he had gotten a sense of the congregation’s needs, he
shared his vision of the structure he wanted to build for them. It would be round, with no corners,
where people would face and relate to each other; a building that would maintain the relationship
between outdoors and indoors; a space that would pull people toward it, toward each other. He

wanted to show a sense of equality between the people.

It was beyond financial means and many members wanted a rectangular building, one
that would provide space for all the activities the congregation needed a building for. It would be
practical and financially achievable. But the building Ehrenthal had described to them captured
the imagination of the congregation. The membership was growing, thanks to a dynamic young
minister, Rev. Paul Sawyer, and the enthusiastic commitment of the members looked bright. The

congregation decided on Ehrenthal and his building.

Money was always short in supply, even more so as the building went up. Expenses
mounted and fundraising challenged the creativity of the congregation. A building canvass was
conducted to increase members’ pledges. Church member Bob Wachsman, who worked in
advertising and public relations, undertook fund raising projects, including theatre parties, and
some projects that were more innovative. (He brought ponies to the grounds and charged 25

cents a ride, delighting the children and augmenting the building fund.)

“The Onion” sanctuary was built on what used to be an old ranch and hayloft, which had
since been torn down and stood on the land behind the present-day church parking lot. The
stables and the caretaker’s cottage buildings were cleaned out and converted into a pre-school and
classrooms. While Ehrenthal’s inspiration was taking shape, services were held at the Northridge

| Military Academy on Parthenia Street and Hayvenhurst Avenue.

In the fall of 1964, almost four years after the ranch on Haskell Avenue had been
purchased, the building was completed. The joyous event was celebrated for a full month
(September 27-October 25, 1964), with a dedication that spanned four weeks of music, dance,
film, theatre and poetry.



The congregation liked to stay close to the community and liked to discuss controversial
topics and issues. They opposed the Vietnam War and agreed to provide a speaking platform for
acti\zist attorney William Kunstler when no one else would; despite threatening phone calls to
burn down the church and death threats directed toward their minister. On March 1, 1970, Mr.
Kunstler spoke to an audience of 5000 people who stood shoulder to shoulder in drizzling rain.
There was no violence, and the event showed that the Sepulveda Unitarian-Universalist Society

was a religious organization that firmly protested the Vietnam War,

In May 1970, when the crisis precipitated by the U.S. bombing of Cambodia culminated
in the killing of six students at Kent State and Jackson State, the S.U.U.S. grounds served as
headquarters for Valley State students who, for four days, boycotted classes in protest. Later that
year, the S.U.U.S. Board voted on a resolution supporting the demands of striking L.A. teachers,

making the “Onion” sanctuary available to the striking teachers for meetings.

In 1983, the S.U.U.S. grounds were made available to Vietnam veterans protesting the

V.A.’s policy on Agent Orange and the lack of treatment for Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder.

In May 1981, two members of the congregation framed the language of the Bilateral
Nuclear Weapons Freeze Initiative, which would eventually become Proposition 12 on the

California ballot in November 1982,

Famous Unitarian Universalists:

John Adams
Louisa May Alcott
Benjamin Franklin
Susan B. Anthony

John Quincy Adams
Clara Barton
Thomas Jefferson
Florence Nightingale
Buckminster Fuller
Beatrix Potter
Charles Dickens
Henry David Thoreau
Frank Lloyd Wright
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Adam Rubin

From: BarbaraVargasM@aol.com

Sent: Wednesday, August 19, 2009 11:56 AM
To: Adam Rubin: katiemaet8@earthlink net
Subject: Fwd: Onion Landmark Application
Attachments: Fwd: Onion Landmark Application
Adam,

| just picked up an e-mail from Katie asking that | forward to you the Motion that was passed last evening, August 18,
2009 at the Board of Trustees meeting: Barbara

The Board of Trustees of the Sepulveda Unitarian Universalist Society approves the Application for
the Onion Sanctuary being designated as a Los Angeles City Historic-Cultural Monument

Side information - A list of a few historically/culturally significant Unitarian-Universalist Women follows
- if the students want, | can provide them with the names of many U-Us, female & male.

Louisa May Alcott, author of "Little Women" and other books
Susan B. Anthony, organizer of women's suffrage movement
Clara Barton, founder of the American Red Cross

Dorothea Dix, crusader for reform of institutions for the mentally ill
Fannie Farmer, cooking expert

Margaret Fuller, feminist, leading figure in Transcendentalist movement
Julia Ward Howe, composer of "Battle Hymn of the Republic”
Florence Nightingale, British nurse

Beatrix Potter, author

Margaret Sanger, birth control advocate

May Sarton, poet, writer




Book Fafr Wil Be Held af Site of New Church

Los Angeles Times (1886-Coreent Fiteg: bun 3, (962

ProQuest Historical Nowspapers Los Angeles Times {1884 - 19863
pp. SFT

i

,u..-‘....:_..f...'.'.-.u.o——.--.«,__,..m..-—-".w'-r-- cremets =t

BIG AND LITTLE- -Books of alt sizes and subjects will be feotured at book
fair to be held today on site of new buliding which will be erected by vai-

ley Unitarian-Universatist Church this year at 9550 Haskel! Ave., Seeylvﬁi;
TS

' 1 will go toward the church’s at 14933 Victory Bivd. Con-

BOOk Fa“’ Wl" welfare fund. struction on its new church
Valley Unitarian-Univer- is scheduled to slart son,

salist Church already hasiwith completion expected

Be Held at S"e m o ved from its oid location [about November
of New Church

SEPULVEDA . The Val
ley Unitarian-Universal
ist Church will hold a book:
fair {oday at 11:15 am. on
the empty lot at 3550 Haskell
Ave. where its new church
will be bullt.

The fair will follow a 10
a.m. outdoor service on the
five-acre property,

Rare books and first edi-
tions will be featured.

In addition to bocks for
sale, there will be travel
posters, lithographs, prints,
records, original drawings
and sculpturings.

Church member Rick
Hardman will autograph his
ng;vt ‘:booka'*‘No Other Har-
v '

‘Procesds from -the event

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Fusther reproduction prohibited without permission,



Caurcl to Seek OK for Day Nersery

Las Augeles Times (1880-Curreat Filek: Sep 15,3963
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Church to

Seek OK for
Day Nursery

VAN NUYS — A condi-
tional use permit to operate
a day nurgery at the Valley|
Unpitarian Universalist
Church witl be sought by
the church Friday &t a zon-
ing administrator's hearing.

The request will be made
at 2:30 p.m. at the American
Legion Hall, 14541 Syivan
8t.,, Van Nuys.

The church is located at
9350 Haskell Ave. and plans
to operats the nursery for
about 20 children from 9
;am. to 11:30 am. en week-
days.

Another use bermit will be
sought at 10:30 a.m. the same
day by the Department of
Water and Power. It wants
to operate an electrical dis-
tribution station on  the
southwest corner of Chats-
worth St. and Lemona Ave.

Reproduced with permiasion of the copyright owner, Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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Classes Get
Under Way

SEPULVEDA - Adult
education classes now under
way at the Valley Unitarian-
Upniversalist Church range
from a study of American
radicatism to a workshop in
the arts and crafts.

Dr, Joseph Ernst, history
professor of Valley State
College, it leading the dis-
cussion series on "American
Radicalism in the 20th Cen-
tury” 2t 8 pom. Mondays.

Mary Ann Glantz leads a
warkshep in arts and crafts
gt 9:30 a.m. on Thursdays.

Dorothy Neuman, aclress,
will teach an after school
program in crealive drama
for children at 3330 p.m. on
Wednesdays. .

Other classes at the
chureh, 9350 Haskell Ave.
include intermediate guitar,
leadership training and art,

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohihiled withowt permission.
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DEDICATION SET. Lookine over the unusual

” Valley Uinitarion-tniversalist

church plans ara Mrs, Til Evans, religious education director, ond the Rev. Paul

W. Sawyer, church minister, Church will be dedicated in o series of programs,
ona!

Month-Long Program
Will Dedicate Church

Sanctuary-in-Round to Emphasize Arts
as Factor in Community’s Religious Life

One of the Southlend's [be played in jittle theaters
moat unusual sanctuaries Jaround Patks.
wili be dedicated at & month. | “His plays at first created
long series of unique pro- 2 near public scandal be-

. oause of their deep uncon.
grams starting Sunday. ventionality, Mr, - Sawyer

‘Phe chureh-in-the-round is jsaid, "A Lfelong Catholic of
Valley Unitarian- Unjversa-[unorthedox cenyiction,
it Church, 8550 Haskedl |Ghelderode was acoused of
Ave., Sepulvega, The Rev. [being anti-clerical and anti-

Paul W. Sawyer is minister.

religious for the way he

Sundey there will be a portrayed priests and saints.

family dedication service al;
10 aan. and an evening de-’
dication service at B, with

Little Recognition
"Now his works are seen

1o touch great veligious
depthe, and Ghelderode is
recognized ay one of the few

pr. Harry B. Scholefield,
minjster. of First Unitarian
Chutth of San Francieeo, a6 o 5 genits in the modern

‘P;‘ff“:; (11 discase, +1h g LT alSTOTER DS work i
§ #uSS, Little k rarel
Libera) Charch in the 20th piote d 0 G n L e
gﬁ?f?ry 1ts Place and Des-;d Other featu&m ofl the de-
) | dication month will include:
‘ U““l;"“"lhl,':";"’? 4y 20 exhibit of the work of Los
I the church's design (BY pnoeles artists: jectures by a
wrchitect Frank Bhrenthalyepdent of Paut Tillich; a
is.unususl, 50 i3 :&" F’Wp‘;;’"chamber music concert; a
g, as suggested by W€ gorahin gervice of jazz and.
ynany affairs 1o be presented ostry, and soms unwsual
during its dedication month. fre” ]
"We in. the Nberal ehuseh nrovy aristy and intel
hope 1o establish & SOSST seonafy will participats in,
relationship between attiste s prorrame.. :

in our comnunity and our :
Chorehn® sajd Mr. Gavryer, e $140,000 chuzch, elght

it months in the beilding, seats
f‘.hl?:!!!;l‘ fw-“ beco‘?;sénptzrzrg 290, about the size of the
commodate paintings an dongregation, Mr. Sawyer
sculpture, ag well ag draroa, $359-
music and the like, as a re-
gular part of the communi-
1¥'s religious iife.”

4s a ssmple of what it
jntends o de, Mr. Sawyer
pointed io the church's pre-
sentation, Oct, 28, 24 and 25,
ol two plays by Michel de
Ghelderode, a Fiemish
dramatist,

This mysterious and litle-
Lnown playieright wrote as
a reciuse, most of his dramas
being completed in the 19205
and 19305, Within the last
decade they have begun o

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owngr, Furlher ipn o
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Police Fail to Bar L.A. Appearance by Chicage 7 lawyer
1M STINGLEY; ERWIN BM&‘"K v F "
Lor Angeles Tiwmos (1388-Current File); Feb 28, 1970;

on?u:sl Histovical Newspapers Los Angeles Times (1881 - 1986)

pe-

Police Fail fo Bar
L.A. Appearance by
Chicago 7 Lawyer

BY JIM STINGLEY
and ERWIN BARER
Timn Staft Weilers

_ L.os Angeles Police Chief Edward
M, Davis failed Friday in an attetnpt
io obtsin ari injunction preventing
Chicago-Seven lawyer Wiillam Kun-
stler from appearing anywhere in
Los Angeles. -

Later Friday, after Xunstler was
denied permission to speak at San
Fernando Valley State College and
UCLA, a group-of radical students
said ke and Leonard Weinglass, his
partner at the Chicago trial, had ac-
cepted an fnvitation to speak Sun-
day at a Unijtarian Church in Sepul-
veda, ©°
Duvls, meanwhile, said that since

he could not ohbtain a court-order,”

"we will mobilizé: the: department

and have adequate manpower {o see.

that whatever; unlawful activities
take place, thére are Jawful and
proper arrests and appropriate

prosecutiohis in the courts.” ,

Disturbances Near Campus

Kunstler, who. represented the
seven defendants aceused of inciting
riots at the 1968 Democratic Nation-
al Convention, spoke last, Wednes-
day at UC, Santa Barbara, ’

Disturbances rear the Santa Bar-
bara campus preceded and followed
the Kunstler talk. -

Kunstler's, -aPpearance in Los
Angeles was first scheduled for
Valley State;*but after opposition’
was, expressed by Davis and.by. the
faculty senate and student senate at
the "college, the college president
intervened to'prevent the address.

The . radieal group -from UCLA
then invited Kunstler to spéak on
thelr campsié, but Chancellor
Charles Young issued -an order
forbidding it.

"The extreme stale of lension
growing out of the present situation
on the Santa Barbara campus and
tecent activities on this campus and

Plesss Turn {o Page 22, Col, 1

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproducth ited without p
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Council Keeps Trailers for Homeless in Place-Barely Zoning: The vote was 7
to 4 to bar the temporary shelters from the grounds of a Sepulveda church.

Eight votes were needed.; [Valley Edition]
AMY PYLE. Los Angeles Times (pre-1897 Fulltext). Los Angeles, Calif.: Oct 18, 1988. pg. 3
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Abstract (Summary)

The Los Angeles City Council came within one vote Tuesday of barring two city frailers, meant to serve as temporary
shelters for homeless families, from the grounds of a Sepulveda church, leaving the emotional issue undecided.

The council, siding with neighbors who raflied against the proposal, voted 7 to 4 to overiurn an earlier decision by the
Board of Zoning Appeals to allow the frailers to be set up on the grounds of the Gapulvada Unitarian-Universalist
Society on Haskell Avenue near Plummer Street. .

Councilman Hal Bemson, who represents the district where the church is located, repeated the opposition that caused
his Planning and Land Use Management Committee to recommend that the trailers be kept out of the Sepulveda

location.

Full Text {505 words)
(Copyright. The Times Mirror Company, Los Angeles Times 1989al/ Rights reserved)

The Los Angeles City Council came within one vote Tuesday of barring two city trailers, meant to serve as temporary
shelters for homeless families, from the grounds of a Sepulveda church, leaving the emotional issue undecided.

The council, siding with neighbors who rallied against the proposal, voted 7 to 4 to overtum an earlier decision by the
Board of Zoning Appeals to allow the trailess to be set up on the grounds of the Sepulveda Unitarian-Universalist Society

on Haskell Avenue near Plummer Street.
But because eight votes are needed, another vote will have fo be taken, perhaps as early as today.

The temporary housing program began more than two years ago, when Mayor Tom Bradley called for the purchase of
102 of the mobile homes at a Utah construction site. Primarily because of community oppositicn, only 61 of the trailers
have been placed, most of them on public tand.

Neighbors of the Sepulveda church said its location is too far from services the homeless need to resume normal lives,
such as counseling and job placement.

"We're not objecting to helping the homeless," Cindy Calczynski, who lives nearby, told the council. "We do not feel that

1of3 3/23/2009 7:36 PM
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our particufar neighborhood is in any way, shape or form the proper place to put these people.”

Church members and other supporters of the city-funded program said neighbors were reacting to unfounded and selfish
fears involving their property values and safety.

"Time and time again, 've encountered this, "Yes, we care. Yes, we care. But let's take care of them somewhere else.
It's a social cancer,” said the Rev. Richard R. Davis, vice president of the San Fernando Valley interfaith Council.

The proponents said the program is temporary, lasting for two years, with individual families staying a maximum of six
months. The Rev. Charlotte Shivvers of the Sepulveda Unitarian-Universalist Society said the proposal would provide "a
beautiful opportunity” to test the program.

Because of the absence of three council members Tuesday-and some confusion over what was being voted on-the
issue will have to be reconsidered. If the council does not act by Nov. 11, the Board of Zoning Appeals' decision to allow
the trailers at the church will stand.

The four council members who sided with the church said all areas of the city must share responsibility for helping the
homeless.

" don't think two families is foo much to ask a community to support,” Councilman Joel Wachs said. "If we can't do this,
what are we ever going to do about the 33,000 homeless out there on the streets?”

Also backing the church were council members Ruth Galanter, Marvin Braude and Ernani Bernardi.

But Councilman Hal Bernson, who represents the district where the church is located, repeated the opposition that
caused his Planning and Land Use Management Committee to recommend that the frailers be kept out of the Sepulveda
location,

“The homeless need more than just sheiter. They need social services that go along with gefting back into society,”
Bernson said. "This was a very tough decision for me."
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Trailers for the Homeless OKd Despite Protests; [Valley Edition]
AMY PYLE. Los Angeles Times (pre-1997 Fulltexi). Los Angeles, Calif.: May 3, 19892, pg. 8

» Jump to abstract, indexing or full fexi
» Translate document from: : Selectlanguage

¥ More Lilte Thig - Find similar decuments

Abstract (Summary)
The trailers are part of a city program that gives six months of housing to homeless families. The San Fernando Valley
has eight trailers for the homeless, all in a public housing project in Pacoima,

Neighbors of the shurch where two more trailers are to go, the Sepuiveda tUnitarian Universalist Church, 9550 Haskell
Ave ., said they will appeal to the Cify Council.

[Marilyn Vasquez] pointed out that problems with the trailers in Pacoima, at the San Fernando Gardens apartments, do
not instill confidence in the program. For several months last year, four of the traflers were vacant because of problems
with homeless tenants. All had been vandalized and defaced with graffitl.

Full Text (438 words)
(Copyright, The Times Mirror Company, Los Angeles Times 1988all Rights reserved)

Two trailers for the homeless may be piaced on the grounds of a Sepulveda church because the need for them
outweighs neighborhood opposition, a city board ruled Tuesday.

"When you cut through it all, | recognize there are people who are concerned about providing homes for the homeless as
long as it's not in their neighborhood," said John W. Mack, a member of the Los Angeles Board of Zoning Appeals. "We
need to enjoy our hornes in our neighborhoods. But the homeless need housing too.”

The board sought to ensure that the trailers will be there far two years at the most and that the homeless people wili be
adequately supervised.

The trailers are part of a city program that gives six months of housing to homeless families. The San Fernando Valley
has eight trailers for the homeless, all in a public housing projectin Pacoima.

Neighbors of the church where two more trailers are to go, the Sepulveda Unitarian Universalist Church, 8550 Haskell
Ave., said they will appeal to the City Council.

"This time we're coming with our lawyers," said Cindy Calczynski, one of three appellants who joined other neighbors in
testifying Tuesday.

Calczynski said she objected to putting trailers there because the church has been sioppy about maintaining its property,
causing it to attract litter and transients.

lof2 3/23/2009 7:34 PM
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“It's Very Frightening'

"We've got a problem, and we don'twant fo add fo it," Calczynski said. "People urinate out there; they vomit out there. 've
woken them up, and | can't tell if they're women or men. It's very frightening.”

Other withesses charged that the frailers would drag down the values of their homes, destroy the flavor of their
neighborhood and make them fear for their children’s safety.

"We buy our homes so we can have a family-type atmosphere, not people coming and going every six months-a fransient
atmosphere,”" Marilyn Vasquez said.

Vasquez pointed out that problems with the trailers in Pacoima, at the San Ferando Gardens apartments, do not instil
confidence in the program. For several months last year, four of the trailers were vacant because of problems with
homeless tenants. All had been vandalized and defaced with graffiti.

The minister and several church members defended the trailers, which the congregation approved more than a year ago.

"t will make our back lot an asset to ourselves and our neighbors,” said Charlotie Shivvers, minister of the Sepulveda
Unitarian Universalist Society.

Arnong the conditions imposed by the zoning board are a review of the program after a year, a 24-hour on-site supervisor
and proof that none of the families admitted has a history of ctime or drug activities.
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Merrily Tripping Into Los Angeles' Colorful Past

By Cecilia Rasmussen
Aprl 10,1895

The boundary batween what we remember as the recent past and what we revere as history sometimes is a hazy
one--particulasly here in Los Angeles, where our prececupation with the present can make last year seam ftke a long

time ago.
But at some mysterious moment, the places and things we individually remember cross that mentat border and

hecome part of our common history. Something like that is happening now with the places and personalities who
helped launch the defining movement of the 1860s, the countercuiiure.
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Ride aiong with us, then, to three L.os Angeles bus stops, the sites of seminal events in the history of the 1960s.
These are the places--now unremarkable and as yel unmarked--where courtercultural pioneers like the £
i prayed and author Ken Kesey's L8D-fueled Merry Pranksters gave new meaning to the phrase "acid test”

The Pranksters arrived from Santa Cruz in early February, 1968, temporarily without leader Kesey, author of "One
Flew Over the | v5 Moo (1962) and "Sometimes a Great Notion® (1864). In attempting to avoid arrest on
mariaana : charges, he had first faked a suicide attempt, then fied to Mexico. .

The Pranksters followad him in their 1939 internationat Harvester school bus, which they called Furthur or, in other
moods, Fusther, The sides of the bus screamed with swirls of bright paint, a style soon o be called psychedelic. The
back sported a deck with & Harley Davidson. A sign on the front bumper bore the warhing "Caution Weird Load.”
There was always a chemical larder stocked with LSD--then legal --and marijuana -—-very illegal —and an intricate
sound system that could broadeast and record whatever interesting decibels happened by.

The most joyful noises were those generated by the Grateful Dead, whose earfiest concert fours Were the
=t for the Pranksters' odyssey.

The entourage’s Los Angeles pigrimage--with 14 people dressed in sizarre clothes--stopped first at the Sepuiveda
Unitarian Universalist Society's bulbous wooden sanciuary, nicknamed "the Onion” because of its distinctive
architecture. The Pranksters had a friend there, the Rev. Paul Sawyer, a Unitarian mirgster who invited the group 1o
party at his church. The next day, under the watchful eyes of passersby, the group headed toward Compton for what
would become known as {he "Blectric Kool-Aid Acid Test” just a few months before LSD was outlawed.
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Merrily Tripping Into Los Angeles’ Colorful Past

By Ceciliz Rasmussen
April 10, 1995

Al the wheel was Neal Cassady-- the mode! for Dean Moriarty, the character in Jack Kerouac's Beat literary classic,
"On the Road'--who a short time later woudd die in {) from exposure to the cold.

While LA, was stifl smoldering from the riots six months earlier, heimeted police set up wooden sawhorses to
cordon off the area around an automotive repair garage at 13331 8. Alameda St. The Pranksters weve inside lning
30-gallon - and filing them with Kool-Aid. They poured a couple of ampuls of pure LSD into the
KoohAid. Then someone did some quick math and figured that one full Dixie cup equaled 50 micrograms of acid. The
standard dose was about 360 micrograms, or six Dixie cups. After many guests downed severai glasses, someone
with a better knowledge of math recomputed and figured that one cup equaled 300 micrograms.
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"Wavy Gravy"-patriarch of another countercultural Institution, the Hog Farm--stood by the trash cans all night
saying, "The one on the right is for the kids or 1, and the one on the left is electric for the tigers.”

Prankster Ken Sabbs kept repeating into the microphone, "Freak, freak, freak!” and 2 woman sat in the middie of the
fioor screaming, "Who cares? Who cares?”

A slide show of and patterns continued through the evening and a strobe fight flashed everywhere. Many of
the locals whe dropped in thought the ‘happening' was just a friendly get-together, until one woman yelled, "It's LSD!
s LSD! My shrink told me never to take it again”

Many of the several hundred guests hit the pay phone to calf doctors; others phoned friends with the address.

The last test took place at the Carthay Studios on Pico Boulevard. This time no acid went into the Kool-Ald, only
some diy ice for a bubhbling effect. Howaver, many who attended thought they were high.

When the parly was over, more than half the Pranksters quietly piled into the bus and took off for Mexico. The ones
left behind never quite knew whatl happened,

The revolution of the LSD-soaked exercises in mass ecstasy co¥apsed in the lafe 1960s, with LS{Y's reputation
bloodied by takes of suicides, haunting flashbacks and bad trips.

Same of the Pranksters--who once were dedicated to spreading the gospel of expanded consciousness through
freedom and drug use--now live more malerial lives as wiiters, publishers, builders, lawyers. One is a yogurt
magnate.

Unlike Furiher. the Grateful Dead keeps traveling, while the infamous oid bus rests with its faded paint crinkling on
Kesey's 65-acre ranch near Eugene, Ore. And no one knows what happened o Kesey's ofd famifiar sign that once
welcomed guests with the gresting, "No Left Turn Unstoned.”

a | Next Page »>
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Rig Boy The drive-in had carhops, thick malts,
gers and tradition. A date-night destination
Kecades, Bobss parking lots were places to flint and
out, to get in fistights over girls or hard stares,
§ (o line up drag races. But except for Bobs and &
¥ other food joints, business establishments were
with ehe cruisers, who scared away custormers.
h Nuys merchants and the police tried pleas in the
sapers, letters to parents, No Parking sipns and
ss arrests before finatly shutting down the tradi-
in the mid-1980s by blocking off the entire
levard on Wednesday nights and weekends.

8188912128

jon on Van Nuys Boulevard finally died away The
se of cruising was sometimes eloquent. “Who
e these children of the night? Are they the muggers,
slars or vandals who irthabiz our city? Are they all
need of psychological assistance? | submit that as
group- they are none of these, but merely adoles-
= a0 Eneino man wrote in the Thmes in 1975
id Smmith of Sepulveda praised cruising with his
- =H it wasnt for that lighted stretch of concvete
asphalt in the San Fernando Valley, T would not
married to the lovely lady sitting next to me.”

Tom Wolfe chronicled -a Sixties happening of
wther sort in his book, The Electric Kool-Aid Add
p<t, a journey with writer Ken Kesey and the Merry
brankszers, who traveled California in a bus painted
psychedelic colors throwing wild 15D parties. The
s stopped in February 1966 at the Sepulveda
nitarian Chunrch on Haskell Avenue, known as The

suus

11 Aam

-

11

AUG—14—~2009

f took years before the impulse to look for

‘and wrote of “people

COnion for the bulbous shape of its building. 15D was
still a legal hallucinogenic drug at the thme, and the
Merry Pranksters were invited by the pastor to con-
duct the ninth in their series of mass “acid tests”™ in
which everyone present was encouraged (0 tIn on.

Kesey was off in Mexico, but the Pranksters con-
tingent included Neal Cassady, the Beat Movement
legend who had gone on the road with Jack Kerouac,
and Hugh Romney, the :
poet known as Wavy
Gmavy ~ While the
Grateful Dead jammed,
the Pranksters rapped
to the gathered hippies
and curtous, most
everyone Iripping on
1SD. Wolle wasnl there
but compiled accounts,

dameing in the most
ecstatic way and getting
so far into the thing, the
straight  muliitudes
even, that even they

took microphones, and young drivers on car skeeos—

just as he'd sold their porents

suddenly there was no DTy et

onger any separation

between the entertainers and the entertained at all,
none of that ﬂi_-yc.ow-ﬁ.wasém&mm.wmcwﬁm con-
descension of the ordinary happening. Hundreds
were swept up in an experience, which built like a

COMI NG
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rechiftechure in 1935

. Ehrenthal was honored in 1968 by the King Stay Sched for the
Wiristry, which awarded Him = degree of doctor of umans lslises. Inspied
foy the werk of the group, Physicians o Soclal Rasponsitiify, M
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Capytight San Franpisce Chronlcle, @ division of Hearst Communlcations
Ine, Aug 9, 2003

Frank Frededick Bhiravths, 2 noted Bay Aves archilect who designes
everytiing from warstips jo chwrehes diling @ garser el spamed 45
years, has died. Hewas 88,

Tar, Ehremthal dlod Aug. 2 of Kideey fallure in His Oaidand home with s
wife, Julle, @ His side,

Wi, Bhrenthalls many designs Bave been seen by milllions. His mas!
notewerly designs inglude the Sepulveda Unftedan Unlvarsalist Chusoh,
icnown a8 “the orfien” besause it dsoks Mke exactly fhat, inthe Los Angdles
syt of Nowts Hills: gt the Star King Sohoed for the dinistry i Berkelay,

2y, Bhrortha alse helped creste the designs for the destroyer eseort ships
and sty fatop® dircraff carers thel protectsd cargo vessels from enamy
submatings as the convoys erssed the Atlantic duing YWedd YWerll.

‘That My, Ehrenihe was able to gribatk on so llusiious @ caresr was
semeiing of 8 mawe, given that e was bom b Budapest ang reised under
2N eppressive govenment thel meds pursing such A deam diffiodl, his
ey said. But Ny, Ehrenihst was determined from & young age iobs an
archvact and was S0 industtious o siudent that hewas sceepled fo the
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University of Fiorence, wihere he eamed & doctorste is architesture in 1985,

Aier spending four years a8 an architect in Hilen, M. Elventha irmigrted
1o the United Siaies in 1823 and sefiled in New York, He woked as an
mrcihifect there witil 1842, when e Jdined fhe naval srehitachure fitm George
Shap Ine., which remains 5 business daday. 1 was fihvere that e helped
eskgn hwp Ships that proved Vit to the war efiod.

Fatlowing tive war, bir. Ehwentiial moved wifh s »ife to San Faandeco n
945 and set up shop as an mchtect, Over he next 18 years, e would
design & dzzying ausy of bulidings, sanging from the fist Sladight Reof a
he i Francis Drake Hatel to Uniladian dhirches noross the couniry, from
Diihoma o Ve Credl,

Architect Gregory A invited Mr. Ehrenthal ie 1963 10 jdin the Taculty @
Pem State Volversity, setfing bim ¢ff on @ teacking caresr Ihat woild last
17 years. He tatght at Oliahoma Stale University in Stiltwater, Olda., from
1965 unti} 1968, when he gocepted & post at Virginia Palytechiiic Insiiule,

He was instnanenta, his family said, in creating that schoolls respecied
araduate program n enviraynental and instrumentsl systems. He also led
the reseah and desion affois hat everusily crested the s stop shelters
soenin many cifies. He refired as professor emefiiug in 1958

. Elrenthal was honerad in 1966 by Hhe Wing Star Schod Tor the Ministy,
wihich awarded ¥ 2 degree of docter of huneme leflens. lnspived by the
work of the group, Physicians for Social Besponsibilly, Bir. Ehveiihal
foundad Architects, Desighers, Plamets for Soslal Responsibity in 1881,
e organizalion pramctes disarnament, protection of the envircment and
respansibie plansing practices.

v, Elrenthal is survived by s wile, Julle Ehverghal of Dakland; o
daughters, Sylvia Coleman of Berieley and Ann Enventihal Prichard of Les
Angeles: four grandehidran; amd ane great- grandetilld, siho was lben
Tuesdsy.

o sarvice is planned.

Husiration]

PHOTO, Capion; Frank Shrentral tesigned ine Sir Frangls Drakels Blarlight Reo?
and many shurdhes.

Credit; Chremicls Staff Wilker
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Uriversity of Fiorenpe, where he eamed a dociorate In architechure in 1835,

After spending four years 85 an ardhitect in Milar, Mr. Etventhal irmigested
1o the United Steles In 1858 and seilled in New Yok, He wirked as an
archilect there untl 1542, when he idined the naval architecture firmm George
Shamp Ing.. wiich remeing in business Teday. 1 wes there thal he helpsd
design hwe Siips that prved vital do the war offor.

Frilewing the war, 8y, Enranihal moved wilh s wife 10 San Francisco in
Wo45 and et up Shie 85 an arciitect. Over fhe nexd 18 years, e would
design a dizzying sway ©f bulldings. vanging from the first Staright Roof
the Sir Francis Drake Hotel fo Unitarian chirches across fhe ooy, from
Dksthoma fo Watnut Cregk.

Arehitecy Gregory Aln invited My Bhreniia! i 1888 fo jdin the facully ot
Tem State University, seifing tm off on 2 teacking caresr ihal woisd last
37 years, He taught at Oikdahems State University in Stitwatey, Oida,, frem
1985 untit 1968, when he accepted 2 post a Viegivia Polyiechnic faslitute,

Hewas instumenal, s fenily sdid, in cregfing tha sehoolls respected
graduate program in envivonmental and instrumeniat systems. Hewlso lad
he research and design sffons that eventually oreated he bus slop sheliers
seen in many cifies, He selired as professor emeriius in 1880,

Mr. Efrerthal was honored in 1886 by the iing Star Sehool for the Minkshy,
whtich awarded Hm 2 degree of docter of humane ietlars. inspired by the
work of the group, Physicians for Socisl Responsibilly, Bir, Elvenihal
dounded Architects, Desioners, Planmers for Sorisl Respensihilly in 881,
The orgrrization promeles disasrament, protection of the enviomment and
responsitie plenming practices.

Mr. Ehenthd s swylved by His wife, Sulie Eheenthal of Oaidand; bwo
dawghters, Sylvia Coleman of Berkeley and Amp Exrenthal Pdcherd of Los
Angeles: four grandehiidren and ane grest- grandehid, who was Do
Tuestay.

N sarvice is planmed.
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Frank Ehrenthal - noted [Bay Area architect -
Chuck Syuabiglia, Chronidle Staff Wiriter
Saturday, August D, 2003

Frank Frederick Ehrenthal, a noted Bay Area ardhitect
who designad everything feom warships to chauwches
dnring a career that spanned 45 vears, hasdied. Hewsas ¢
03,

My, Bhrenthal died Aug, 2 of kidney failuve in his Oskland home with s wife, Julie, a1 his side,

Mir, Ehrenthals many designs have been seen by millions, THs mest noteworthy designs Include the
Sepulveda Gritarian Universatist Chueeh, known 28 “the enion” because it hooks like exactly that, in the Los
Angsles suburb of Worth Fiills; and the Starr King School for the Ministry in Berkeley,

My, Bhrenthal alse helped ereate the designs for the destroyer escort ships and “baby Hattep” aireraft
carviers that protected eargo vessels from enemy submarines as the convoys arossed the Aflantie during
World War IL

“That Mr, Ehventhal was e to eabark on so Hlustricus a caveer was something of 2 wmarvel, given thatke
was bore in Budapest and raised under an oppressive government that made pursuing such g dream
diffienlt, his family said, But Mr. Bhrenthal was determined from a young age 1o be an architect and wasso
industrions a student fhat he was aecepted 1o the Tniversity of Florence, where he sarned a doctorate in
architechree In 1995,

After spending four years as an axchitect in Milan, M, Bhrenthal immigrated tothe United States In 1939
and settled in New York. He worked as an architeet there until 1942, when be joined the naval architecture
firm George Sharp Ine., which remains in business today, Tt was there that ke helped design two shipsthat
proverd vital to the war offort,

Following the war, Mr, Ehventhal moved with his wife to San Franciseo in 1945 and set up shop asan
architect. Over the next 18 veavs, hewonld design a dizying aneay of buildings, ranging from the fizst
Stavlight Roof at the Six Franeis Drake Hotel to Unitarian churches across the country, from Oklahoma 4o
Walawt Creek.

Architeet Gregory Aln invited Mr., Bhrenthalin 1963 to join the faculty st Penn $tate University, setting him
off on a teacking eareer that wonld last &y years, He taught at Oldahoma State University in Stillwater, Okla.,
from 1065 until 1068, when he aceepted 2 post at Virginia Polytechnic Tnstitule,

He was instruomental, his family said, in ereating that school's respeeted graduate program in environmental

and instrumentsl systems, He also led the research and design efforts that eveatually created the bus stop
ghelters seen in many cities. He vetired as professor emeritns in 1980,

bt fensshgatesemieg ~bingdarizin 2P 20 20082087 DA BALBERIS DL Aoy e privasiie Page tf 2
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Mir, Bhrenthal was honored iy 1966 by the King Starr Schoedl for the Minishy,

which awarded kim a degres of dogtor of humane letters, Tnspired by the work of the group, Physicians for
Sogig) Responsibility, Mr. Fhrenthal founded Architects, Designers, Planners for Socia] Responsibility in

1981, The erganization promotes disarmament, proteciion of the enviromment and responsitile planning
practices,

M, Fheenthal is swrvived by his wife, Julic Bhrenthal of Oakiand; two daughters, Sylvia Coleman of Berkeley
and Ann Ekrenthal Prichard of Los Angeles; Topr grandshildren; and one great-grandehild, who was born
Tiesday,

Mo service is planned,
httpe//sfoate conyegi-binfarticle ogitf=Jo/a/ 2003/08/ 09/ BAIBEE20.0TL
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Tract:
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Arb (Lot Cut Reference):
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Special Notes:

Zoning:

Zoning Information {Zi):
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Additional Plan Footnotes:

Specific Plan Area:

Design Review Board:

Historic Preservation Review:
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Other Historic Designations:
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Mills Act Contract:
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Streetscape:

Sign District:
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Building Line:
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Ownership {Assessor) :
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SUBDIVISION NO. 1 OF THE
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Mission Hills - Panorama City -
North Hills

North Valley

North Hills West
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Van Nuys

None

RA-1

Z1-2391 Baseline Mansionization
Very Low Residential
See Plan Footnotes
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None

No

No

None

None

None

None

None
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APN Area (Co. Public Works)™:
Use Code:

Assessed Land Val.:
Assessed improvement Vai.;
Last Owner Change:

Last Sale Amount:

Tax Rate Area:

Deed Ref No. (City Clerk):

Buitding 1:

1. Year Built;

1. Building Class:

1. Number of Units;

1. Number of Bedrooms:

1. Number of Bathrooms:

1. Building Square Footage:
Building 2:

2. Year Built:

2. Building Class:
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Buitding 3:
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3. Number of Units:

3. Number of Bedrooms:
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Building 4:
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5. Year Built:

5, Building Class:
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5. Number of Bedrooms:

5. Number of Bathrooms:
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Airport Harzard:

Coastal Zone:

Farmland;

Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone:
Fire District No. 1:

Fire District No. 2:

Flood Zone:

Hazardous Waste / Border Zone Properties:

Methane Hazard Site:
High Wind Velocity Areas:
Hillside Grading:

Oil Wells;

Alguist-Priolo Fault Zone:
Distance to Nearest Fault:
Landslide:

Liquefaction:

Economic Development Areas
Business Improvement District:
Federal Empowerment Zone:
Renewal Community:
Revitalization Zone:

4.840 (ag)
7100 - Church
$169,518
$332,186
02128173

2,827.0 (sq ft)

1964
DX

0

0

0
1,679.0 (sq ft)

1943
DX

1

0

0 .
968.0 (sq ft)

Not Available
Not Available
0

0

0

None

Not Available
Not Available
0

0
0
0.0 (sq ft)

150" Height Limit Above Elevation

790
None

Urban and Built-up Land

No

¢!
347302 {(km)
No
No

None
None
No
Valley

The contants of this report are bound by the User Agreement as described in the Terms and Conditions of this website, For mere details, pteass rafer to the Terms & Conditlens iink focated at hitp:/fzimas. facity.org.
[} - APN Area: LA Gounty Assessor's Office is not the data provider for this item. The data seurce is from the Los Argeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Seneflt Assessmant.



State Enterprise Zone:
Targeted Neighborhood Initiative:

Public Safety
Police Information:
Bureau:
Division / Station:
Report District:
Fire Information;
District [ Fire Station:
Batallion:
Division:
Red Flag Restricted Parking:

The contents of this roport are bound by tha User Agreement as described ir the Terms and Conditions of this website, For more detalls, please refer to the Terms & G
{*)} - APN Area: LA County Assossor's Office Is nol tha data provider for this item. The data soutce Is from the Los Angelos County’s Pubiic Works, Fleod Control, Benefit Assessment.

None
None

Valley
Mission
1983

87
15
3

No

Tk ¥

d at hitp

facity.org.




CASE SUMMARIES

Note: Information for Case Summaries is Refrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) Database.

Required Action{s): ZAIFZA INTERPRETATIONS

Project Description(s): TO PERMIT PARKING AND STORAGE OF VEHICLES AND MATERIALS ON A VACANT
PARCEL FOR CITY PROJECTS FOR A LIMITED TIME. ALSO, TO PARK CR STORE
VEHICLES AND MATERIALSWITHIN THE 25 FT. FRONT YARDSETBACK.

qu Data Not Available

Project Description{s): HOMELESS SHELTER FOR THE INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE OF TWO
TRAILERS ON THE ABOVE DESCRIBED SITE FOR USE AS TEMPORARY
ACCOMMODATIONS FOR HOMELESS PERSONS. THESITE 1S CURRENTLY
OCCUPIED BY A CHURCH IN THE RA-1 ZONE.

DATA NOT AVAILABLE

ORD-102413
ZAl-2004
ZA21131
ZA-19807
ZA-16753
BZA-3985
BZA-3982
BZA-3981
CFG-1500
PRIOR-06/01/1946

The contents of this report ara bound by the User Agreement as doscribed in the Terms and Congditions of this website. For more details, please refer Lo the Terms & Conditions fak focated at http:/ifzimas.lacity.org.
{*) - APN Area: LA Counly Assassor's Office is not the dala provider for this ltem, The data seurce is from the Los Angelas County's Public Werks, Flood Control, Bareflt Assessment.
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