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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  
 LANKERSHIM READING ROOM  
 

REQUEST:  Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNER: San Fernando Valley Historical Society 
 10940 N. Sepulveda Blvd. 
 Mission Hills, CA  91345 
 
APPLICANT: Los Angeles Conservancy in conjunction with 
 Kennedy High School Architecture and Digital Arts Magnet 
 (Irene Guzman-Garcia, Martin Guzman-Garcia) 
 523 West 6th Street, Suite 826 
 Los Angeles, CA  90014 

  
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles Administrative Code 
Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7   

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP 
Director of Planning 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]   [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]      
     
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 
Prepared by: 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]       
 ________________________ 
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 
 
Attachments: August 20, 2009 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
 ZIMAS Report 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

 
HEARING DATE: January 7, 2010 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA   
  90012 

CASE NO.: CHC-2009-3537-HCM 
                    ENV-2009-3538-CE 
 
Location: 10940 N. Sepulveda Blvd. 
Council District: 7 
Community Plan Area: Mission Hills- Panoroma 
City- North Hills 
Area Planning Commission: North Valley 
Neighborhood Council: Mission Hills 
Legal Description: Lot 1 of TR 28978 
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FINDINGS 

 

The building reflects “the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or 
community” for its association with the development of the San Fernando Valley, the 
Lankershim Ranch, and members of the Lankershim family. 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Constructed in 1904, the Lankershim Reading Room is a one-story, octagonal-shaped structure 
constructed in a vernacular Folk-Victorian style.  Located on the property of the Andres Pico 
Adobe Park, the subject structure is owned and maintained by the San Fernando Valley 
Historical Society in Mission Hills.  The 21-foot wide structure consists of redwood paneling and 
wooden trim painted white on the building’s upper half and red on its lower half.  An eight-sided 
roof made of composite wood shingles extends over the building’s sides.  Double French doors 
provide entry on one of the eight sides of the structure while paired sash windows occupy each 
of the other seven.  Additional character-defining elements include original carriage lights as 
well as an original redwood floor.  
 
The proposed Lankershim Reading Room monument exists as the last remaining building from 
the Lankershim Ranch, a 48,000-acre ranch originally owned by Isaac Lankershim, a prominent 
figure in the history of the San Fernando Valley.  The structure was saved from demolition in the 
early 1950’s and moved to a location at the Chapel of the Canyon in Canoga Park and 
subsequently to its present location on the property of Andres Pico Adobe Park in 2001.  In 
1869, supported by a group of prominent businessmen including Isaac Newton Van Nuys, 
Lankershim bought 60,000 acres in the San Fernando Valley’s southern half for $115,000.  This 
land was used to raise sheep and to grow wheat, paving the way for what would become a 
successful wheat empire for both Lankershim and Van Nuys by the mid-1870’s.  In 1880, 
Lankershim’s daughter, Susanna, married Van Nuys, linking two of San Fernando Valley’s 
founding families.  Lankershim resided at the residence of the ranch until his death in 1882; 
thereafter, the estate was managed by Lankershim’s son, Colonel James B. Lankershim.  In 
1904, Colonel Lankershim built the subject structure for his son, Jack.  The structure, used for 
painting, reading, and studying, ultimately came to be known as the Lankershim Reading Room.  
The Lankershims continued to live on the Ranch until 1948, when the last descendant of the 
family passed away.  In 1950, the property was subdivided and sold. 
 
The proposed monument is currently undergoing restoration by the San Fernando Valley 
Historical Society.  Since 2001, various fund-raising events have raised money to construct a 
foundation, remove stucco to reveal original windows, and reconstruct the overhanging roof.  In 
addition, the broken windows have been replaced with safety glass, a period fan with center 
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light has been installed, and artifacts from the Lankershim Ranch have been put on display in 
the interior. 
 
The Lankershim Reading Room appears significant for its ties to the development of the San 
Fernando Valley and associations with historical personages.   
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Lankershim Reading Room property successfully meets one of the specified Historic-
Cultural Monument criteria: “reflects “the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the 
nation, State or community.”  As a building associated with the Lankershim Ranch, the 
Lankershim family, and the development of the San Fernando Valley, the property qualifies for 
designation as a Historic-Cultural Monument based on these criteria.   
 
BACKGROUND 
 
At its meeting of November 5, 2009, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the 
application under consideration.  On December 3, 2009, the Cultural Heritage Commission 
toured the subject property.  
 
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) REVIEW 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions 
taken by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the 
maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory 
process involves procedures for protection of the environment.” 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects 
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, 
conservation or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary 
of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for 
Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.” 
 
The designation of the Lankershim Reading Room as a Historic-Cultural Monument in 
accordance with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) 
will ensure that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in 
accordance with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC.  The purpose of the designation is to prevent 
significant impacts to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set 
forth in the LAAC.  Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the 
historic significance and integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible 
alterations and new construction and the demolition of irreplaceable historic structures.  The 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards of Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC 
and provide standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will 
ensure the continued preservation of the subject property.   
 
The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment 
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural 
Monuments. 
 
The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and 
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reconstruction of Historic buildings in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving Rehabilitating, 
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings. 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  
 LANKERSHIM READING ROOM  
 

REQUEST:  Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNER: San Fernando Valley Historical Society 
 10940 N. Sepulveda Blvd. 
 Mission Hills, CA  91345 
 
APPLICANT: Los Angeles Conservancy in conjunction with 
 Kennedy High School Architecture and Digital Arts Magnet 
 (Irene Guzman-Garcia, Martin Guzman-Garcia) 
 523 West 6th Street, Suite 826 
 Los Angeles, CA  90014 

  
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
may warrant further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP 
Director of Planning 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]    [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]    
     
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 
Prepared by: 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]    
 ________________________ 
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 
 
Attachments: August 20, 2009 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
 ZIMAS Report 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

 
HEARING DATE: November 5, 2009 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA   
  90012 

CASE NO.: CHC-2009-3537-HCM 
                    ENV-2009-3538-CE 
 
Location: 10940 N. Sepulveda Blvd. 
Council District: 7 
Community Plan Area: Mission Hills- Panoroma 
City- North Hills 
Area Planning Commission: North Valley 
Neighborhood Council: Mission Hills 
Legal Description: Lot 1 of TR 28978 
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SUMMARY 
 
Constructed in 1904, the Lankershim Reading Room is a one-story, octagonal-shaped structure 
constructed in a vernacular Folk-Victorian style.  Located on the property of the Andres Pico 
Adobe Park, the subject structure is owned and maintained by the San Fernando Valley 
Historical Society in Mission Hills.  The 21-foot wide structure consists of redwood paneling and 
wooden trim painted white on the building’s upper half and red on its lower half.  An eight-sided 
roof made of composite wood shingles extends over the building’s sides.  Double French doors 
provide entry on one of the eight sides of the structure while paired sash windows occupy each 
of the other seven.  Additional character-defining elements include original carriage lights as 
well as an original redwood floor.  
 
The proposed Lankershim Reading Room monument exists as the last remaining building from 
the Lankershim Ranch, a 48,000-acre ranch originally owned by Isaac Lankershim, a prominent 
figure in the history of the San Fernando Valley.  The structure was saved from demolition in the 
early 1950’s and moved to a location at the Chapel of the Canyon in Canoga Park and 
subsequently to its present location on the property of Andres Pico Adobe Park in 2001.  In 
1869, supported by a group of prominent businessmen including Isaac Newton Van Nuys, 
Lankershim bought 60,000 acres in the San Fernando Valley’s southern half for $115,000.  This 
land was used to raise sheep and to grow wheat, paving the way for what would become a 
successful wheat empire for both Lankershim and Van Nuys by the mid-1870’s.  In 1880, 
Lankershim’s daughter, Susanna, married Van Nuys, linking two of San Fernando Valley’s 
founding families.  Lankershim resided at the residence of the ranch until his death in 1882; 
thereafter, the estate was managed by Lankershim’s son, Colonel James B. Lankershim.  In 
1904, Colonel Lankershim built the subject structure for his son, Jack.  The structure, used for 
painting, reading, and studying, ultimately came to be known as the Lankershim Reading Room.  
The Lankershims continued to live on the Ranch until 1948, when the last descendant of the 
family passed away.  In 1950, the property was subdivided and sold. 
 
The proposed monument is currently undergoing restoration by the San Fernando Valley 
Historical Society.  Since 2001, various fund-raising events have raised money to construct a 
foundation, remove stucco to reveal original windows, and reconstruct the overhanging roof.  In 
addition, the broken windows have been replaced with safety glass, a period fan with center 
light has been installed, and artifacts from the Lankershim Ranch have been put on display in 
the interior. 
 
The Lankershim Reading Room appears significant for its ties to the development of the San 
Fernando Valley and associations with historical personages.   
 
        
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
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FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
 
 












































































