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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  
 NORTH VERMONT AVENUE MORETON BAY FIG TREES  
 

REQUEST:  Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 
 

APPLICANT: Thomas Ford 
 Los Feliz Improvement Association  
 PO Box 29395 
 Los Angeles, CA  90029  
  

OWNER:   George Gonzalez, Chief Forester 
Urban Forestry Division 
Public Works: Street Services 
City of Los Angeles 
1149 S. Broadway, 4th Floor 

 Los Angeles, CA  90015-2213 
  

RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles Administrative Code 
Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7   

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 

S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP 
Director of Planning 
 

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]  [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]     
     
Ken Bernstein, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 

Prepared by: 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
 ________________________ 
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 
 

Attachments: June 10, 2008 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
 ZIMAS Report 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

HEARING DATE: October 16, 2008 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA   
  90012 

CASE NO.: CHC-2008-3064-HCM 
 
Location: North Vermont Ave between Los Feliz 
Blvd and Aberdeen Ave 
Council District: 4 
Community Plan Area: Hollywood 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Greater Griffith Park 
Legal Description:  
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FINDINGS 

 
1. The streetscape feature is associated with a master builder, designer, or architect, as a 

work by the landscape architect Wilbur Cook. 
 
2. The streetscape feature reflects “the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the 

nation, State or community” for its association with the development of the Vermont 
Canyon area of Los Angeles. 

 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Located in the Los Feliz area, these thirty-nine Moreton Bay Fig Trees (Ficus macrophylla) 
appear to have been planted in 1913 and line North Vermont Avenue between Los Feliz 
Boulevard and Aberdeen Avenue as a streetscape feature. The trees are planted along both 
sidewalks, with a majority located along the eastern edge of North Vermont Avenue. The trees 
occupy six distinct blocks and are planted in tree lawns of various sizes. The fig trees have 
gnarled trunks and crowns that range from 50-120 feet in diameter and form a canopy that 
spans the width of the street. The subject trees are located on a portion of N. Vermont Ave. that 
serves as an entrance to Griffith Park and as a thoroughfare to the Greek Theatre and the 
Griffith Observatory.  
 
The proposed North Vermont Avenue Moreton Bay Fig Trees historic monument appears to 
have been planted in or around 1913.  The fig trees appear to predate many of the homes built 
along Vermont Avenue. They were planted on land sold to developer William Mead by Colonel 
Griffith J. Griffith, who donated Griffith Park to the City of Los Angeles. The streetscape feature 
was designed by landscape architect Wilbur Cook, who developed the master plan for the City 
of Beverly Hills. Cook is mentioned multiple times in Gebhard and Winter’s Architectural 
Guidebook to Los Angeles, being credited with the layout of Exposition Park’s grounds and the 
expansion of the Henry E. Huntington Gardens.  
 
Later changes to the proposed historic monument include the planting of additional Moreton Bay 
Fig trees at various times.   

 
DISCUSSION 
 
The North Vermont Avenue Moreton Bay Fig Trees successfully meet two of the specified 
Historic-Cultural Monument criteria: 1) reflects “the broad cultural, economic, or social history of 
the nation, State or community” and 2) is associated with a master builder, designer, or 
architect.  As a prominent streetscape feature in the Vermont Canyon area designed by 
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landscape architect Wilbur Cook, the subject trees clearly qualify for designation as a Historic-
Cultural Monument based on these criteria. 

 

BACKGROUND 
 
At its meeting of August 7, 2008, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the application 
under consideration.   On September 4, 2008, the Cultural Heritage Commission toured the 
subject property.   
 
Responding to requests for additional information, staff of the Office of Historic Resources 
obtained an attachment to the application from the applicant expanding on the historical context 
of the subject trees.  Staff also received a communication from City staff of the Urban Forestry 
Division of the Department of Public Works regarding the condition of the subject trees, stating 
that “all trees are mature and healthy specimens” except for two trees that are in poor condition.   
  
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) REVIEW 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions 
taken by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the 
maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory 
process involves procedures for protection of the environment.” 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects 
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, 
conservation or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary 
of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for 
Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.” 
 
The designation of the proposed Vermont Avenue Moreton Bay Fig Trees as a Historic-Cultural 
Monument in accordance with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative 
Code (“LAAC”) will ensure that future construction activities involving the subject property are 
regulated in accordance with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC.  The purpose of the designation is 
to prevent significant impacts to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the 
standards set forth in the LAAC.  Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending 
designation, the historic significance and integrity of the subject property could be lost through 
incompatible alterations and new construction and the demolition of irreplaceable historic 
structures.  The Secretary of Interior’s Standards of Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated 
into the LAAC and provide standards concerning the historically appropriate construction 
activities which will ensure the continued preservation of the subject property.   
 
The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment 
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural 
Monuments. 
 
The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and 
reconstruction of Historic buildings in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving Rehabilitating, 
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings. 
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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  
 NORTH VERMONT AVENUE MORETON BAY FIG TREES  
 

REQUEST:  Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 
 

APPLICANT: Thomas Ford 
 Los Feliz Improvement Association  
 PO Box 29395 
 Los Angeles, CA  90029  
  

OWNER:   George Gonzalez, Chief Forester 
Urban Forestry Division 
Public Works: Street Services 
City of Los Angeles 
1149 S. Broadway, 4th Floor 

 Los Angeles, CA  90015-2213 
  

RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
may warrant further investigation. 

 

2. Adopt the report findings. 
 

S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP 
Director of Planning 
 

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]     [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]       
     
Ken Bernstein, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 

Prepared by: 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]    
 ________________________ 
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 
 

Attachments: June 10, 2008 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
 ZIMAS Report 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

HEARING DATE: August 7, 2008 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA   
  90012 

CASE NO.: CHC-2008-3064-HCM 
 
Location: North Vermont Ave between Los Feliz 
Blvd and Aberdeen Ave 
Council District: 4 
Community Plan Area: Hollywood 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Greater Griffith Park 
Legal Description:  
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SUMMARY 
 
Located in the Los Feliz area, these thirty-nine Moreton Bay Fig Trees (Ficus macrophylla) 
appear to have been planted in 1913 and line North Vermont Avenue between Los Feliz 
Boulevard and Aberdeen Avenue as a streetscape feature. The trees are planted along both 
sidewalks, with a majority located along the eastern edge of North Vermont Avenue. The trees 
occupy six distinct blocks and are planted in tree lawns of various sizes. The fig trees have 
gnarled trunks and crowns that range from 50-120 feet in diameter and form a canopy that 
spans the width of the street. The subject trees are located on a portion of N. Vermont Ave. that 
serves as an entrance to Griffith Park and as a thoroughfare to the Greek Theatre and the 
Griffith Observatory.  
 
The proposed North Vermont Avenue Moreton Bay Fig Trees historic monument appears to 
have been planted in or around 1913.  The fig trees appear to predate many of the homes built 
along Vermont Avenue. They were planted on land sold to developer William Mead by Colonel 
Griffith J. Griffith, who donated Griffith Park to the City of Los Angeles. The streetscape feature 
was designed by landscape architect Wilbur Cook, who developed the master plan for the City 
of Beverly Hills. Cook is mentioned multiple times in Gebhard and Winter’s Architectural 
Guidebook to Los Angeles, being credited with the layout of Exposition Park’s grounds and the 
expansion of the Henry E. Huntington Gardens.  
 
Later changes to the proposed historic monument include the planting of additional Moreton Bay 
Fig trees at various times.   

 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 


































































