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RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
may warrant further investigation. 

 

2. Adopt the report findings. 
 
S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP 
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 ________________________ 
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TIME:  10:00 AM 
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  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA   
  90012 

   

CASE NO.: CHC-2008-3990-HCM 
 
Location: 1526-1528 El Centro Avenue;  

     6121-6125 W. Sunset Blvd. 
Council District: 13 
Community Plan Area:  Hollywood 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Hollywood Studio District 
Legal Description: Lot 4 of TR 27285, MB 760-90/91 
 



6121-6125 Sunset Blvd. 
CHC-2008-3990-HCM 
Page 2 of 3 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Built in 1938 and located at 6121-6125 Sunset Boulevard in the central Hollywood area, this is a 
complex of five interconnected buildings arranged around a central plaza exhibiting character-
defining features of the International Style.  The central plaza is anchored by a six-story office 
building, a three-story building facing the plaza, and an adjacent two-story studio building 
constructed in 1949.  All buildings are flat-roofed and constructed of smooth unornamented 
concrete wall surfaces.  The ground floor of the office tower is recessed and contains pilotis-style 
colonnade of seven rounded columns.  The upper four floors have uninterrupted bands of 
horizontal windows with metal mullions continuing perpendicular onto the front elevation.  The 
west elevation contains an additional band of horizontal and clerestory windows on the third to 
sixth floors and porthole windows.  The fourth and fifth floors have a large projecting tab facing 
Sunset Blvd. that formerly held oversized letters spelling “CBS.”  The upper sixth story is recessed 
from the front and east elevations and has an interrupted band of glass brick on the corner of the 
front and west elevation.  Adjacent to the tower along Sunset Blvd. is a one-story building with a 
solid flat surface lined with billboards.  The two-story building adjacent to the central plaza also 
contains a pilotis-style colonnade of six slender rounded columns with an uninterrupted ribbon of 
windows on the upper floor.  Recessed behind the columns is a shade screen consisting of 
horizontal strips of metal running the length of the façade.  Recessed floor to ceiling casement 
windows line the building and are rounded at the corner of the building.  The front-facing three-
story building is mostly obscured by vegetation.  The plaza space is closed off by fencing.         
   
The subject building complex was designed by architect William Lescaze.  A pioneering architect 
of the International Style, Lescaze was responsible for the design of the landmark Philadelphia 
Saving Fund Society Bank Society Bank and Office, known as the PSFS Building (1929-33), 
regarded as the first International Style skyscraper.  This building was featured in the ground-
breaking 1932 International Exhibition of Modern Architecture at the Museum of Modern Art in 
New York City which effectively coined the term “International Style.”   
 
The subject building complex was built as the west coast headquarters of the Central 
Broadcasting System (CBS), a national radio network established in 1928 by William S. Paley.  Its 
inauguration ceremony was held on April 27th, 1937.  Housing KNX Radio, the subject site hosted 
radio programming with such notable figures as Eddie Cantor, Rosemary Clooney, Bing Crosby, 
and Gene Autry.  In 1949, the complex was expanded for television production and hosted shows 
with figures such as Jack Benny, Red Skelton, George Burns and Grace Allen, and Johnny 
Carson.  In 1951, the pilot for “I Love Lucy” was filmed in the studios.  The subject buildings were 
also used as recording studios for such artists as Bob Dylan and Barbara Streisand.  The local 
CBS affiliate, KCBS-TV, and later KCAL-TV, also operated out of the studios.  In 2007, the 
subject property ceased operations as a broadcast facility.     
 
Later alterations to the subject property include the 1949 addition of the television studios, 
removal of original signage, covering of ground floor windows, and the enclosing of the plaza 
space with fencing. 

 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as 
any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures or 
sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community is 
reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important events 
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in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the 
application is complete and that the property is significant enough to warrant further investigation 
as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
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Hollywood Heritage 
1. Name: CBS Columbia Square Studios 

 
2. Address: 6121 Sunset Boulevard Hollywood California 90028 

 
3. Assessors parcel number: 5546026030 

 
4. Legal Description: Tract: 27285 Lot: 4 

 
5. Addresses on Property:  

1528 N EL Centro Ave. 
1526 N El Centro Ave. 
6121 W Sunset Blvd. 
6125 W Sunset Blvd. 
 

6. Present Owner: Apollo Real Estate Advisors 
11777 San Vicente Boulevard, Suite 550  
Los Angeles, CA 90049  
ph: 310-776-7950  fax: 310-776-795 
 

7. Present Use: Vacant; former Radio and Television studio 
 

8. Style: International Style 
 

9. Physical Description:   
 

The former CBS Columbia Square located 6121 West Sunset Blvd. is a 
complex of 5 interconnected structures arranged around a central plaza built 
to house office space, radio and television studios, as well as restaurant and 
commercial space.  Designed in the International Style, by renowned 
architect William Lescaze, the CBS west coast headquarters epitomized the 
architect’s philosophy of functional buildings as “machines for living” which 
utilized the most modern technology available at the time.  Streamlined and 
austere in appearance yet sufficiently grand and sophisticated in 
arrangement, CBS studios projected just the modern image CBS chief William 
Paley wanted. As one reporter noted “No space is wasted nor is there any 
superfluous decoration.  Beauty here becomes synonymous with the vitality 
of purpose and the strength of geometric design. The building is symbolic of 
the vastness and progressive tempo of radio.”1 
 
The center and hub of the complex is the main plaza.  This space, which 
opens out onto Sunset Blvd to the south, is bordered by the office tower to 

                                                        

1 “The New Home of the Columbia Broadcasting System; at Columbia Square in Hollywood, 
California.” California Arts and Architecture v. 54 (July 1938) p. 28-29. 



the west, the Columbia Playhouse and television studios to the north and the 
former Brittingham’s Radio Center Restaurant to the east.   The plaza level of 
the tower to the west and restaurant to the east were originally glazed and 
were recessed behind a row of columns or pilotis, which gave the space the 
dignified air of a cloister, while a wide projecting eave provided emphasis 
and cover for the former public entrances to the playhouse and the television 
studios to the north. A driveway circled this space around a grassy park with 
palm trees.  
 
The entire complex is anchored by the 6-story slender office tower, which 
housed the executive staff and main lobby of the compound.  Set 
perpendicular to the street, the tower also served as a billboard for the 
company with a large projecting tab at the forth and fifth floors upon which 
the letters CBS at one time blazed in neon.  The recessed and colonnaded 
ground floor was once lined with windows and had its formal business 
entrance, also behind columns, on Sunset.  Above it are stacked four floors of 
offices with a sixth story recessed toward the rear or north side of the tower.  
The east and south facades have four uninterrupted bands of horizontal 
windows with metal mullens, while the west side has four short bands equal 
in height to the east/south windows, but also four narrower bands of 
windows towards the north portion of the façade.  Running down the center 
of the west façade are also four porthole windows.  The sixth story, like a 
ship’s wheelhouse, is recessed in from the south and east facades so as to be 
unnoticeable from ground level.  While sharing the typical band of horizontal 
windows along its eastern frontage, this story on its southern and western 
sides utilizes one of Lescaze’s signature materials, the glass block, which he is 
responsible for introducing to the United States. 
 
Projecting to the west of the tower stands a one story unadorned box which 
housed the complex’s smaller studios 1 through 4, an organ chamber and its 
engineering department.  At one time this building had a series of long 
narrow horizontal windows along both of its street facades as well as a large 
glass block window, however these are now covered and obscured with 
billboards.   There is also second story, which is recessed toward the north 
elevation of this building. 
 
Across the plaza to the east is the second most prominent building in the 
compound, which housed Brittingham’s Radio Center Restaurant, the CBS 
Management and Artists Bureau as well as three commercial units and a 
Bank of America branch. The building’s complex façade included the 
restaurant’s sleek curved glass entrance recessed behind the plaza’s western 
colonnade.  This arrangement, repeated to a more subtle extent at the 
tower’s base across the courtyard, not only provided shade to the 
restaurant’s interior but also emphasized the building’s and the plaza’s 
formal geometry.  The second story has, like the floors of the tower, a narrow 



band of windows which stretch uninterrupted along the west and south 
facades and are of the same design as those of the tower. 
 
Behind the structures fronting Sunset Boulevard were the complex’s larger 
studios, the famous Columbia playhouse directly north of the Plaza and the 
CBS television studios directly next door to the east.  Other than their plaza 
entrances these two buildings were on the exterior large utilitarian studio 
warehouses with few windows.   
 
The final building to be constructed at the site was the CBS television studio. 
Although the advent of nationwide televised broadcasting would not occur 
until the 1940s, William Paley of CBS had applied for a television-
broadcasting license as early as 1931.  The original plans for Columbia 
Square always included a plan for television studios to the east of the 
Columbia playhouse2, however the structure was not completed until 1949. 
As Lescaze had moved on from the project, the constructon of the new studio 
was carried out by the firm Parkinson, Powelson, Briney, Bernard & 
Woodford Architects or Parkinson and Parkinson, designers of LA City Hall, 
Union Station and Bulloch’s Wilshire. While the design was new the detailing 
of the facility was constructed nearly identically to Lescaze’s designs for the 
other structures in the complex.  This new building was divided into two 
large studio theaters, which could be altered as need required. 
 
Interiors  

 
Like the studio’s exterior the interior spaces CBS Columbia Square continued 
the stylistic program established by Lescaze.  Interiors were characterized by 
their sharp modernity, clean lines, and dearth of ornament.  Grays, blues and 
warm yellows predominated the original color schemes.  While its intention 
was to impress, it was not to awe.  Columbia Square was, like Lescaze’s 
“machines for living”, a machine for broadcasting entertainment and its 
public, office and technical spaces were designed to accomplish this with 
ease and efficiency. 
 
Official visitors to the offices of the CBS would enter off Sunset through glass 
doors into a small vestibule at the bottom of a short staircase.  At the top of 
the stairs was a long hall split down the center by yet another colonnade.  
Dark, sleek and lacquered finishes and surfaces covered the walls and floors 
enhanced only by chrome fixtures and modern circular lighting.  There was a 
centrally located reception desk, behind which lead a hallway to the west to 
studios 1 through 4.  To the desk’s north was the elevator bank followed by 

                                                        

2 “Broadcasting theater CBS, station KNX, Hollywood California; views, plans, and schedule of 
equipment and materials; W. Lescaze and E. Heitschmidt.” Architectural Record v.84 (July 1938) p. 
108-11 



the master control room were at the end of the hall.  At this point the hallway 
curved to the east and became the public lobby to the Columbia Playhouse 
and the CBS television studios. 
 
The original offices of the CBS executives were also designed by Lescaze and 
reflect his aesthetic.  The office of Vice-president D. W. Thornburg at CBS is 
Lescaze’s décor at its finest. Like the bands of windows, which surround the 
tower, the forms and lines of the office are strongly horizontal.  The furniture 
is compact and low.  The desk, the shelving, console table, and lighting all 
reinforce the horizontal emphasis of the décor.  Lescaze explained his 
intentions behind this; “although people are vertical forms themselves, they 
move in a horizontal plane and therefore horizontal lines tend toward visual 
comfort and away from nervous strain”.3   
 
The Columbia Square Playhouse was the studio’s prime performance and 
broadcasting venue. With seating capacity for over 1,000 spectators, the 
theater was decorated in a minimalist style. It had the traditional stage and 
curtain with a floating clock in the upper left hand corner of the stage.  On 
ether side of the stage were two projecting boxes with angled glass fronts for 
technicians and clients, which were soundproof. Further innovations Lescaze 
introduced into the design were floating walls, and expansion joints between 
the balcony pillars as well as the Playhouse foundation to help absorb 
vibrations and shock from traffic or seismic activity.   

 
10. Construction date:  1938 

 
11. Architect: William  Lescaze, Earl Heitschmidt (Associate) 

 
12. Contractor: William Simpson Construction Co. 

 
13. Visual Documentation: Historic and Current photos, building plans, 

Sanborn maps, site plans, historic postcards, and brochures. 
 

14. Condition: Good 
 

15. Alterations:  
 

From outward appearance little has changed at CBS Columbia Square since 
its construction in 1938.   While the site is certainly showing its age and 
neglect, there have been no major additions to the original buildings or the 
site since the construction of the television studios in 1949.  Minor 

                                                        

3 “The New Home of the Columbia Broadcasting System; at Columbia Square in Hollywood, 
California.” California Arts and Architecture v. 54 (July 1938) p. 28-29. 

 



alterations to the site include; removal of all original signage, the covering of 
the majority of ground floor windows along El Centro, Sunset Boulevard, and 
Gower Street.  The hanging of billboards on the small studio building and on 
the walls of the former Bank if America branch.  A large metal fence has been 
constructed along Sunset closing off the Plaza from the street. The plaza itself 
has been altered as the circular driveway is gone and the space is now half 
pavement and half grass.  Metal shade screens have been installed over the 
windows of the former Radio Center restaurant.  These screens seem to have 
been added soon after the construction of CBS Columbia Square as they 
appear in photos from the 1950s.   Reports from recent visitors to the site 
indicate that much of the original interiors still exist.  While the offices have 
definitely changed with fashion, the main public spaces and their decorative 
finishes have been retained, although in some cases the spaces have been 
partitioned.     

 
16. Threats to site: Private development (see design) 

 
17. Is the structure on Its original site?: Yes 

 
18. Statement of Significance:  

 
CBS Columbia Square Studios is an important example of the International 
Style, which meets the requirements of the Cultural Heritage Ordinance 
because of the high quality of design and the retention of its original, form, 
detailing, and integrity and its association with the internationally renowned 
architect, William Lescaze. CBS Columbia Square Studios also stands as a 
distinctive cultural monument being associated with the history of 
Hollywood’s early radio and television broadcasting history as well as being 
associated with important national figures such as CBS head William Paley as 
well as a host of radio and television celebrities from 1938 to the present. 
 
International Style 
 
The “International Style” as defined by Henry Russell Hitchcock and Phillip 
Johnston during the Museum of Modern Art’s International Exhibition of 
Modern Architecture in 1932 describes a mode of architecture whose roots 
are in the work and philosophy of French architect Le Corbusier, and 
members of the Bauhaus Movement. They identified three different 
principles: the expression of volume rather than mass, balance rather than 
preconceived symmetry and the expulsion of applied ornament.4  Architects 
featured in the exhibition were Le Corbusier, Pierre Jeanneret, Walter 
Gropius, and Mies Van Der Rohe and William Lescaze.  In their work they 
proclaimed a style of architecture which was not exclusive to any specific 

                                                        

4 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_style_(architecture) 



country or region but a style of design and building that could be applied 
anywhere to embody modern principles, a truly global or international style.5  
In practice these buildings were “flat-roofed, freely planned styles which 
made candid use of the new industrial materials and building techniques – 
steel, reinforced concrete, sheet glass etc. – but allowed latitude of the 
designer.”6 
 
In Los Angeles, the International Style was brought to Southern California by 
two Austrian emigres, Rudolph Schindler and Richard Neutra.  Although The 
influence of Frank Llyod Wright is clearly evident in Schindler’s early work 
such as his Kings Road House (1921-1922), his later Lovell Beach House 
(1925-1926) began the march toward modernism.  Neutra, however 
mastered the style from the start particularly in his the Lovell Health House 
(1927-1929) and Joseph Von Sternberg House (1936).   
 
William Lescaze (1896-1969) 
 
Born in Onex Switzerland, William Lescaze was educated at the École 
polytechnique fédérale de Zurich before emigrating to the USA in 1920.  His 
first architectural experience was gained in the firm of Hubbell & Benes in 
Cleveland Ohio after which he moved to New York City to found his own 
practice in 1923. 
 
Although his early commissions were small, he gained recognition for some 
unexecuted projects, such as 'The Future Country House', which was 
illustrated in the Architectural Record (November 1928). It was efficient, 
well-planned and insulated, with an adjacent aeroplane garage and runway. 
 
Lescaze received his first big break in 1929 when he partnered with George 
Howe to design a skyscraper in downtown Philadelphia.  The firm designed 
the Philadelphia Saving Fund Society Bank and Office, better known as the 
PSFS Building (1929–33), regarded as the pioneering International Modern 
skyscraper of the time. The building was among those projects featured at 
the International Exhibition of Modern Architecture in 1932 putting Lescaze 
in the pantheon of the International Style. The partnership was dissolved in 
1933, but Lescaze continued to work under the joint names until 1935 when 
he once again set up in independent practice.  
 
Among his works of that period were the Headmaster's House at Dartington 
Hall, Totnes, Devon, England (1930–2), the Churston Estate Housing 
Development, Devon (1932–6), and the Lescaze House, NYC (1933–4). In 

                                                        

5 Hasan-Uddin Khan. International Style. New York: Taschen, 1998 pg. 8 
6 Dan Cruikshank ed. Sir Banister Fletcher’s A History of Architecture (20th edit.) Oxford: 
Architectural Press page 1319. 



1939 his Longfellow Building was commenced, completed in 1941—it was 
the first International style work in Washington, DC. During the WWII 
Lescaze designed prefabricated buildings using experimental materials as 
well as teaching industrial design at Pratt Institute in New York City.  Later 
Lescaze produced several large public, office-, and apartment-buildings, 
including the Swiss Embassy Chancellery, Washington, DC (1959), the 
Christian Peace Building, United Nations, NYC (1961), and the Chatham 
Center, Pittsburgh (1964). 
 
Lescaze began work for William Paley at CBS in New York City in 1935.  He 
remodeled the neo-Gothic Hammerstein Theater for Paley in according to the 
international style.  His new theater within the old theater was a sensation.  
Lescaze’s acoustic shell and stage was smooth and white and gleamed 
brilliant and modern below the dark gothic ceiling of the Old Theater.  The 
Architectural Forum commented that the design was “admirably suited to 
radio, the ‘new’ art which sometimes tries so hard to take on an elfin 
Hollywood spirit, which architecturally, at least is something rarely to be 
emulated.”7 
 
Lescaze also created designs for a new CBS headquarters on Park Avenue, a 
bold design involving a plinth of commercial and studio spaces above which 
on a stand of pilotis rose a 5 story tower of glass block.  Paley however, 
cancelled the project after deciding to invest in network production and 
expansion. Instead he gave Lescaze two other projects; first the awning over 
the CBS entrance in New York City and second the studio headquarters of 
CBS in Hollywood, Columbia Square.  
 
Columbia Square Early History 

 
The site of CBS Columbia Square at the corner of Sunset and Gower is one of 
significant in Hollywood. On that spot stood the Blondeau Tavern, owned by 
Rene Blondeau and family, French immigrants to the United States, who sold 
goods and feed for the local livestock owners in the area.  It was at the tavern 
on Dec 27th 1911 that the Nestor Film Company began work on what would 
become the first film entirely made in Hollywood, Law of the Range.   The 
building burnt a year later and the site was renamed the Christie Film 
Company makers of Nestor Comedies for Universal Films. 
 
While more of the production for Universal moved out to the valley, the 
Hollywood lot continued to expand as production continued.  In 1926 
Christie Studios was first officially recognized as a landmark by the city of 
Los Angeles with a plaque dedicating it as the site of the first film studio.  In 
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1932 the studio became a rental production facility and was renamed 
Amalgamated Motion Picture Studios. 
 
CBS comes to Hollywood 
 
In 1936 the LA Times announced in a headline,  “Old Christie Studio Razed 
for Radio Network Station.”  The neglected and rundown studio was 
demolished later that year.  On April 27th 1937 the groundbreaking 
ceremony of the new Central Broadcasting System facility took place in a 
star-studded event.  The facility was to house the operations of KNX and 
KCBS-FM This event further exacerbated a chronic rivalry with NBC which 
quickly snatched up the lot at the corner of Sunset and Vine and began 
construction of their radio facility soon after.   

One year later CBS Columbia Square was inaugurated.  The facility, which cost 2 

million, was state of the art and in the modern international style, a first of its kind 

facility on the west coast.  CBS Radio personalities such as Charlie McCarthy, 

Edgar Bergen, Edie Cantor, Mickey Mouse, Bing Crosby and Rudy Vallee 

performed and Louella Parsons did reports from Hollywood at CBS.   William 

Paley remarked at the dedication, “It is because we believe these new Hollywood 

headquarters, reflecting many innovations of design and acoustics and control, 

will improve the art of broadcasting that we have built them and are dedicating 

them here tonight."  Bob Hope quipped that Columbia Square looked like “the Taj 

Mahal with a permanent wave”, while Al Jolson upped the ante by describing it as 

Flash Gordon’s bathroom! 

Audiences and the public were invited to come and see Hollywood at work.  
For 40 cents visitors could come to  Studio B which held 400 seats or the 
Columbia Square Playhouse which held 1050.  There they could watch 
performances and were invited to see technicians at work through special 
soundproof windows and to tour other parts of the facility.  NBC not to be 
outdone opened a month later and soon the dueling studios were the 
epicenter of west coast radio. 
 
Programming at CBS during the 1930s expanded to include; Campbell Soups 
Show starring Jack Carson, General Electric Presents, G.E. House Party 
starring Art Linkletter, Rinso Presents Big Town starring Edward G. 
Robinson with Claire Trevor, CBS presents Mike Stokey’s Patomime Quiz 
Time and Phillip Morris Presents Horace Heidt.  Norman Corwin journalist 
and writer of radio drama’s commented that, "Columbia Square was one of 
the glories of radio. It was somewhat sacred to those in the industry. There 
was nothing comparable to its splendor in New York".   

Musical acts performing at Columbia Square included Eddie Cantor, Rosemary 

Clooney, Bing Crosby and Gene Autry. Composer Bernard Hermann frequently 

scored and conducted Columbia Square broadcasts. Through the facilities of 



KNX, the Columbia network broadcast big band music from nearby ballrooms 

including the Hollywood Palladium and the Earl Caroll Theater. 

In 1940 a second plaque commemorating the site as the first movie studio 
was again placed on the building. 
 
In 1949 CBS television was launched with the formal dedication of KTTV, LA 
Time/CBS-Television beating out NBC by a week. Jack Benny lead the 
inaugural showcase which included Margaret Whiting, Bob Crosby, and the 
Andrews Sisters.  CBS soon had shows such as Amos n’ Andy, Red Skelton, 
Burns and Allen, and Johnny Carson’s first television show Carson’s Cellar.  In 
1951 the pilot of I Love Lucy was filmed at Columbia Square.  James Dean 
was also an usher at the Columbia Playhouse. 

 

As the popularity of television grew and production expanded the sharing of 
studios between radio and television began to take place, and CBS wisely 
began using any and all large facilities nearby, which included the El Capitan 
(the post 1941 version, located at what is most recently The Palace), the CBS 
Vine street playhouse (also site of their Lux Radio broadcasts prior to 
building the studio) and the Roosevelt and Knickerbocker Hotel ballrooms 
were pressed into service for shows like "Queen for a Day" and "This is Your 
Live (Your name here)".  It was during this period that the original lot was 
expanded to encompass another block to the north.  The original lot was 
bordered by Sunset to the south, Gower to the east, El Centro to the west and 
Harold Way to the north.  To join the two lots Harold Way was eliminated in 
1954-55 making the new northern boundary Selma Ave. The northern half of 
the new block was cleared for use as a parking lot. 
 
Columbia Square in transition 
 
The need for larger television studios lead to the construction of CBS 
Television City in 1952 and the purchase of CBS Studio Center in 1967, which 
began the decline of Columbia Square.  As television quickly supplanted radio 
as America’s chief form of broadcast entertainment, the studios converted 
some of the famous radio theaters into recording studios for Columbia 
Records where Bob Dylan and Barbara Streisand both recorded albums.  The 
local affiliate KCBS-TV continued operations. 
 
Television had a brief revival at Columbia Square in 2002 with the CBS 
purchase of KCAL-TV.  The KCAL newsroom was fitted out on the floor of the 
old Columbia Playhouse.  Still the decline continued.  On August 12th 2005 
after KNX had broadcast “A Salute to Columbia Square”, the radio station, the 
last based in Hollywood, after 67 years moved to the Miracle Mile.  Nearly 2 
years later on April 21st 2007 KCBS-TV and KCAL-TV moved their operations 
to CBS Studio Center in Studio City finally ending Columbia Square’s status as 
a broadcast facility, one of the last in Hollywood.  In yet another last reprieve, 



in Spring 2008 MTV’s original reality show “Real World” began is 20th season, 
this time in Hollywood.  Filming continued through July 2008. 
 
In August 2006, the property was acquired by Las Vegas-based developer 
Molasky Pacific LLC, for $66 million. It had planned to redevelop the 
125,000 square foot (11,600 m²) complex to continue to attract 
entertainment industry tenants.  Molasky Pacific dropped out of the project 
in 2008 and handed it over to their New York City based partners Apollo Real 
Estate Advisors. Current designs by architects Johnson and Fain to build a 40 
story office tower and 14 story boutique hotel on the site while attempting to 
preserve most of the historic CBS Columbia Square complex. 
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