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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  
 BOETTCHER HOUSE   
 

REQUEST:  Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
APPLICANT/   Todd R. Jackson 
OWNER:   6291 Reubens Drive 
    Huntington Beach, CA  92647    
 
OWNER’S Charles J. Fisher 
REPRESENTATIVE: 140 S. Avenue 57 
 Los Angeles, CA  90042 
  
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
warrants further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 

MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE 
Director of Planning 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]  [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]              
     
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 

Prepared by: 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]  
      
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 
 
Attachments: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
  

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

 
HEARING DATE: February 3, 2011 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA   
  90012 

CASE NO.: CHC-2011-176-HCM 
                    ENV-2011-177-CE 
 
Location: 1505 S. 6th Avenue 
Council District: 10 
Community Plan Area: West Adams-Baldwin Hills-
Leimert 
Area Planning Commission: South Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council: United Neighborhoods of 
the Historic Arlington Heights, West Adams, and 
Jefferson Park 
Legal Description: Lot 1, Block 40, Central 
Arlington Heights Tract  
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SUMMARY 
 
Built in 1905-06 and located in the Arlington Heights area, this two-story single-family residence 
exhibits character-defining features of Craftsman-style architecture. The proposed Boettcher 
House monument is rectangular in plan with a cross-gable roof covered in composition shingles.  
The front-gabled wood-frame building has decorative wood trimmed fascia, triangular knee 
braces, and rafters.  A full-length porch on the main façade extends beyond the building to form 
a port-cochere on the southern portion of the property.  A small front-facing gable with wood 
trimmed fascia bisects the porch and frames the off-centered entrance.  This porch is supported 
by cast stone pillars.  The second-story features a centered multi-pane fixed window with a 
small overhang supported by triangular knee bracing.  A double horizontal grilled wooden vent 
is located at the apex of the front-facing gable.  The building’s exterior features wood siding.  
The windows are fixed single and multi-pane, multi-pane.  Significant interior spaces include box 
beamed ceilings, original open stair landing and stairs, wainscoting, hardwood floors, and built-
in cabinetry.  Secondary buildings include a two-car garage sheathed in stucco.     
 
The proposed Boettcher House historic monument was designed in 1906 using a design from 
the Radford Architectural Company catalog (Design No. 5066 in “Radford’s Portfolio of Plans”).  
The building was built as the winter residence of Charles Boettcher (1852-1948), a noted 
businessman based in Colorado.    
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 



 Historic-Cultural Monument  
Application 

 
TYPE OR PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETTERS 

 
Identification 
 
1. name of proposed monument   ___   Boettcher House   _____                  _ 

2. street address  ___                      1505 S 6th Avenue                               _ 

city  _       Los Angeles ______zip code  ____90019   council district  _                  10                          _ 

assessor’s parcel no.                               5072-017-002                                       _ 

3. complete legal description:   tract _  Central Arlington Heights,  as per map  in Book 30, Page 31 of 

Miscellaneous Records, in the Office of the County Recorder of Los Angeles County.       _ 

Block      40   Lot(s)  S 50 ft of Lot 1 meas on E line & ptn 30 ft strip of land adj to West _   arb. no.     1      _ 

range of addresses      1505-1509 S. 6th Avenue            _  

4. present owner      Todd R. Jackson           ___ 

street address __6291 Reubens Drive   Email;  todd.r.jackson@boeing.com         _ 

city _Huntington Beach       state   CA   zip code        92647          phone_  (562) 572-6670      _ 

owner is:     private  X          __public                                                _ 

5. present use _ Single Family Residence    original use _   Single Family Residence      _ 

 
Description 
 
6. architectural style  ___    Craftsman                       _ 

7. state present physical description of the site or structure (see optional description worksheet) 

             (see description worksheet)        _         _ 

                    _    _          _     _

            _     _     _                 _    _ 

               _      _      

               _      _      

               _      _      

               _      _     

_                _       

_                              _   

_                              _            
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Historic-Cultural Monument  

Application 

 
Name of Proposed Monument       Boettcher House                        

 
10. construction date: factual _                            _estimated     1905                        _ 

11. architect , designer, or engineer: __  William A. Radford Company      _ 

12. contractor or other builder:     Unknown        _ 

13. dates of enclosed photographs _         September 24, 2010                         _ 

14. condition:   excellent      good      fair      deteriorated       no longer in existence 

15. alterations: Garage was enlarged in 1926, then repaired and covered with stucco after fire damage in 

1973                __ 

                 _ 

                 _ 

16. threats to site none known    private development   vandalism   public works project 

17. is the structure  on its original site   moved   unknown 

18. significance 
 briefly state historical and/or architectural importance; include dates, events, and persons associated 

with site (see optional significance worksheet) The Boettcher House was the Winter Residence of 

Charles and Fannie Boettcher from its construction in e1ther 1904 or 1905 until 1909.  The 

Boettcher’s main residence was in Denver Colorado where Charles had made his fortune in the hardware 

business and the processing sugar beets.  Boettcher had first visited Los Angeles with his brother, 

Herman in 1880.  Herman remained and eventually established the San Pedro Winery South of Downtown 

and then subdividing the Boettcher Tract  during the late 1880 land boom.  Although he remained in 

Colorado as his principal residence, Charles Boettcher bought into a number of real estate Los Angeles 

developments over the years, including Central Arlington Heights, which was subdivided in 1888.  

Boettcher was one of the richest men in Colorado, used a design from a William Radford catalog for his 

Los Angeles Winter home.                _   

19. sources (list books, documents, surveys, personal interviews with dates) Los Angeles City Building permits per 

attached,  LA County assessors records, recorded deeds,  Los Angeles City Directories,  Census  Records, 

Los_ Angeles County  Subdivision Maps, Los Angeles Time articles and The Boettcher Mansion website.      .  

date form prepared   September10, 2010   _ preparer’s name              Charles J. Fisher                                                _ 

organization    owner’s Representative     street address     140 S. Avenue 57        _ 

               city _Highland Park      state _CA     zip code        90042   phone  _ (323) 256-3593          _ 

  E-mail address: _____  __arroyoseco@hotmail.com         _ 
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DESCRIPTION WORK SHEET 

 
type or print in all capital block letters 

 
 
 

the _   Boettcher House   _ is a  __   2          story, 
                                                                         name of proposed monument                                                                                                                                                         number of stories 

 

    Craftsman   _,   _ Rectangular             plan     residence      _ 
                   architectural  style  (see liine 8 above)                                                          plan shape   (see chart)                                                                          structure use (residence, etc)   

   

with a            clapboard siding       _ finish and                         wood                          trim.   
               material (wood siding, wood shingles, brick, stucco, etc                                                                                                                                                  material (wood, metal, etc.)   

   

its    gabled    roof is      composition shingles   .          glass and wood       , 
                         roof shape (see chart))                                                                            material (clay tile, asphalt or wood shingles                                                                      WINDOW MATERIAL 

 

         Multi light casement, double hung and fixed windows           are part of the design. 
window type [double hung (slides up & down), casement (opens out), horizontal sliding, etc]                             

 

the entry features a   shed style front porch across the front façade with a cast stone front     _ 
                                                                                                                          door location (recessed, centered, off-center, corner, etc.)                                                                                                                                                                         

 
with a _vertical paneled  wooden with three stained glass lights   door. Additional character defining elements 
                                    entry door style (see chart) 

 

of the structure are   a   sharp gable in the porch over the front entry, with a porte-cochere on the  
                                                                     identify original features such as porches (see chart); balconies; number and shape of dormers (see chart);  

 
left  sides  of  the  house  over  the  driveway  which  continues  the  porch  roof  plane.    The  porch  is  
number and location of chimneys; shutters; secondary finish materials; parapets; metal trim; decorative tile or cast stone; arches;  

 
supported by four square cast stone pillars, two of which flank the concrete front steps, which are   
ornamental woodwork; symmetry or asymmetry; cornices; friezes; towers or turrets; bay windows; halftimbering; horizontality;  

 
flanked  by  cast  stone  stoops.   Two more  cast  stone  pillars  support the porte-cochere.   The roof 
verticality; formality or informality; garden walls, etc. 

 
plane splits into four main gables, each to one of the four facades. Details include scroll cut rafter 
additional defining elements 

 
tails  and  decorative  brackets  under the wide open eaves.   The gables  have simple fascia boards with 
additional defining elements  

 
the scroll cut ends with the same design as the rafters.   A red brick chimney is along the  Northern  elevation.   A  
additional defining elements   
 
shed style wooden  awning  is over the central second story window in the front gable, with a double 
additional defining elements  
 
horizontal grilled wooden vent in the upper pediment of all gables.  The  awning is  supported  by  same 
additional defining elements  
 
rafters and brackets as the rest of the roof.  A window box is under the second story window, which, along with 
additional defining elements  
 
the one below, has a multi square pane fixed transom above it.             _ 
additional defining elements  
 
secondary buildings consist of    a two-car garage at  the rear with stucco sides and smooth  
 
wooden doors and scroll cut rafters.             _ 

     identify garage; garden shelter, etc.  

 
significant interior spaces include    boxed  beamed  ceilings  in  living  and  dining  rooms,  hardwood  
                                                                                                                                                                           Identify original features  such as wood paneling; moldings and trim, special glass windows,  

 
floors,, battered columns above  wooden divides  between living room and entry , tall wainscoting in the    
ornate ceilings; plaster moldings; light fixtures; painted decoration; ceramic tile; stair balustrades; built-in furniture, etc.  

 
dining room and a square cut balustrade on the staircase with square pillars at corners.      _ 
identify notable mature trees and shrubs 
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Significance Work Sheet 
 

type or hand print in all capital block letters 

 
Complete One or Both of the Upper and Lower Portions of This Page 

 
Architectural Significance 

the _   Boettcher House                is an important example of 
                           name of proposed monument 

 
_   Early Craftsman       _____                  architecture 

                           Architectural style (see line 8) 

 
and meets the cultural heritage ordinance because of the high quality of its design and the retention 
of its original form, detailing and integrity. 
 
 
 
 

Historical Significance 

 
The _  Boettcher House  _ was built in _          1904-05   __              _ 
   Name of proposed monument     year built 

 
      Early Craftsman architecture and Charles Boettcher       was important to the 

  Name of first or other significant owner         

 
development of Los Angeles because the early Craftsman design was still in flux in 1904-05 

when this house was built.  With the Craftsman detailing coming into vogue while the massing 

was still tall and vertical, rather than the more horizontal design that is more associated 

with a Craftsman house.  The Arts and Crafts movement had spawned the first true Craftsman 

designs in the Arroyo Seco area of Pasadena. South Pasadena, Garvanza and Highland Park by 

the dawn of the 20th Century, having both the earlier local Mission Revival and Midwestern 

Prairie School as an inspiration.  This low-profile concept had not yet been realized further 

East, where architects had begun to use the Arts and Crafts concepts on more traditionally 

massed structures.   The Radford Architectural Company had offices on Chicago and New 

York.  The produced a number of home design catalogs from the late 1890s up into the 1920s.  

The Boettcher House made use of Radford Plan No. 5066 with two major changes that 

Boettcher’s builder made..  One was the small steep pitched gable rising from the porch roof 

over the entry and the other is the porte-cochere over the driveway.  That, along with the use 

of cast stone rather than brick, on the porch and a straight rather than angular orientation 

of the  front  steps,  the  plan  appears  to  be  identical  to  the  existing house.  The structure is  
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Significance Work Sheet 
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built more on the plan of an American Foresquare, but clearly has Craftsman detailing, along 

with the use of the four gables rather than the more tradition hipped roof and small front 

gable normally associated with that design.  The actual floor plan of the house is virtually 

identical to the Radford plan.  Charles Boettcher and his wife, Fannie A. (Cowan) Boettcher 

were residents of Denver, Colorado, but built the house on Sixth Avenue as a place to spend 

their Winters.  Charles Boettcher was born in Kolleda, Germany in 1852 and emigrated to the 

United States in 1869 to meet up with his older brother, Herman, in Cheyenne, Wyoming.  His 

brother ran a hardware business and the 18 year old Charles took  over two of the stores in 

Greeley and Ft. Collins, Colorado.  He married Fannie Augusta Cowan, who he had met when 

she was visiting from her native Kansas and the couple moved to Boulder, Colorado in 1874.  

Their son Claude was born the following year.  He acquired mining interests in Leadville. 

Colorado and moved the family there in 1879, much to the chagrin of his wife.  He soon became 

an important pillar in Leadville society as he expanded his mining interests.  In 1880, he helped 

his brother move to Los Angeles, where Herman bought a large tract of land along San Pedro 

Street between Washington and Jefferson and established the San Pedro Winery.  He took his 

family for a more extended visit in 1882 and began a practice of spending at least some of the 

Winter in Los Angeles each year.  The mining interests began to falter and the hardware 

business was growing, so the Boettchers moved to Denver in 1890.  Charles had a mansion 

built at 1201 Grant Street  (demolished in 1953, shortly after Fannie’s death at 98.) in Denver 

in 1890.  The mansion was large, but not too opulent.  Boettcher was known to be frugal and 

did not wear his wealth for the world to see.  He began to invest in Los Angeles real estate 

during the land boom in the late 1880s and continued to buy and sell land for many years.  He 

eventually bought into the Central Arlington Heights tract as the development moved 

further West.  He acquired Lot 1 of Block 40 of that tract and built a Winter home there, 

using the North portion of the lot as a garden.  Boettcher’s frugality may explain why he built 

a  plan book home there with only a few deviations from the plan..  Boettcher sold his 

hardware business in 1900 and “retired” for six months.  He took his family to his native 

Germany  to see his birthplace but also to get ideas for his next business venture.  By the time 

he  was  back , he  was  involved  in the sugar beet processing business, which was run by fellow 
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German American, H. O. Havemeyer.  In 1901 he organized the “Western Sugar Company” and the 

“Portland Cement Company”.  Both  businesses  did quite well, making Boettcher one of the 

richest men in the West.  He sold the house on 6th Avenue in 1909 but continued staying in Los 

Angeles for the Winter.  He marriage broke up around 1914 and he moved out of his house.  He 

and Fannie were formally separated in 1919.  In 1933, he again made national headlines, when 

his adult grandson, Charles Boettcher II, was kidnapped at gunpoint in his own driveway.  The 

elder Boettcher ended up paying a $60,.000.00 for his release in a case that occurred so soon 

after the notorious Lindbergh baby kidnapping.   In 1937, he set up a charitable trust and in 

1940, he endowed the “Boettcher School for Crippled Children”  .Charles Boettcher died in 

Denver in 1948 at the age of 96.  In 1914, the garden lot was split off of the property on 6th 

Avenue by a later owner and a house was built on it.  The garage was added onto in 1926 and 

later covered with stucco after a 1973  fire.  The house, however, has remained virtually 

intact since its construction and is an excellent example of the early Craftsman period when 

architects and builders were still experimenting with the style.       

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

                         _ 
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City of Los Angeles
Department of City Planning

 
12/8/2010

PARCEL PROFILE REPORT
 Address/Legal Information

 PIN Number 126B189    75

 Lot/Parcel Area (Calculated) 4,471.4 (sq ft)

 Thomas Brothers Grid PAGE 633 - GRID F5

 Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5072017002

 Tract CENTRAL ARLINGTON HEIGHTS

 Map Reference M R 30-51

 Block 40

 Lot 1

 Arb (Lot Cut Reference) 1

 Map Sheet 126B189

 Jurisdictional Information

 Community Plan Area West Adams - Baldwin Hills - Leimert

 Area Planning Commission South Los Angeles

 Neighborhood Council United Neighborhoods of the Historic Arlington Heights, West Adams,
and Jef

 Council District CD 10 - Herb J. Wesson, Jr.

 Census Tract # 2181.10

 LADBS District Office Los Angeles Metro

 Planning and Zoning Information

 Special Notes None

 Zoning RD2-1-O

 Zoning Information (ZI) None

 General Plan Land Use Low Medium II Residential

 Plan Footnote - Site Req. See Plan Footnotes

 Additional Plan Footnotes West Adams

 Hillside Area (Zoning Code) No

 Specific Plan Area None

 Special Land Use / Zoning None

 Design Review Board No

 Historic Preservation Review No

 Historic Preservation Overlay Zone None

 Other Historic Designations None

 Other Historic Survey Information None

 Mills Act Contract None

 POD - Pedestrian Oriented Districts None

 CDO - Community Design Overlay None

 NSO - Neighborhood Stabilization Overlay No

 Streetscape No

 Sign District No

 Adaptive Reuse Incentive Area None

 Baseline Mansionization Ordinance No

 CRA - Community Redevelopment Agency None

 Central City Parking No

 Downtown Parking No

 Building Line None

 500 Ft School Zone No

 500 Ft Park Zone No

PROPERTY ADDRESSES

1505 S 6TH AVE

 

ZIP CODES

90019

 

RECENT ACTIVITY

None

 

CASE NUMBERS

CPC-2004-2395-ICO

CPC-1986-821-GPC

ORD-177323

ORD-165481-SA1590

 

The contents of this report are bound by the User Agreement as described in the Terms and Conditions of this website. For more details, please refer to the Terms & Conditions link located at http://zimas.lacity.org.
(*) - APN Area: LA County Assessor's Office is not the data provider for this item. The data source is from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.



 Assessor Information

 Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5072017002

 APN Area (Co. Public Works)* 0.103 (ac)

 Use Code 0100 - Single Residence

 Assessed Land Val. $236,736

 Assessed Improvement Val. $90,118

 Last Owner Change 05/24/02

 Last Sale Amount $280,002

 Tax Rate Area 67

 Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) 705960

  4-903

  2593

  158497

  1212084

  1201782

  1015755

 Building 1  

      Year Built 1905

      Building Class D55A

      Number of Units 1

      Number of Bedrooms 3

      Number of Bathrooms 1

      Building Square Footage 1,596.0 (sq ft)

 Building 2 No data for building 2

 Building 3 No data for building 3

 Building 4 No data for building 4

 Building 5 No data for building 5

 Additional Information

 Airport Hazard None

 Coastal Zone None

 Farmland Area Not Mapped

 Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone No

 Fire District No. 1 No

 Flood Zone None

 Hazardous Waste / Border Zone Properties No

 Methane Hazard Site Methane Zone

 High Wind Velocity Areas No

 Special Grading Area (BOE Basic Grid Map A-
13372)

No

 Oil Wells None

 Alquist-Priolo Fault Zone No

 Distance to Nearest Fault 2.36497 (km)

 Landslide No

 Liquefaction No

 Economic Development Areas

 Business Improvement District None

 Federal Empowerment Zone None

 Renewal Community No

 Revitalization Zone Central City

 State Enterprise Zone None

 Targeted Neighborhood Initiative None

 Public Safety

 Police Information  

      Bureau West

      Division / Station Wilshire

The contents of this report are bound by the User Agreement as described in the Terms and Conditions of this website. For more details, please refer to the Terms & Conditions link located at http://zimas.lacity.org.
(*) - APN Area: LA County Assessor's Office is not the data provider for this item. The data source is from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.



      Reporting District 767

 Fire Information  

      District / Fire Station 26

      Batallion 3

      Division 2

      Red Flag Restricted Parking No

The contents of this report are bound by the User Agreement as described in the Terms and Conditions of this website. For more details, please refer to the Terms & Conditions link located at http://zimas.lacity.org.
(*) - APN Area: LA County Assessor's Office is not the data provider for this item. The data source is from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.



CASE SUMMARIES
Note: Information for case summaries is retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) database.

Case Number: CPC-2004-2395-ICO

Required Action(s): ICO-INTERIM CONTROL ORDINANCE

Project Descriptions(s): ICO TO REGULATE THE ISSUANCE OF PERMITS RELATED TO AUTOMOTIVE-RELATED USES, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED
TO AUTOMOBILE, TRAILER SALES,  ETC

Case Number: CPC-1986-821-GPC

Required Action(s): GPC-GENERAL PLAN/ZONING CONSISTENCY (AB283)

Project Descriptions(s): AB-283 PROGRAM - GENERAL PLAN/ZONE CONSISTENCY - WEST ADAMS AREA - COMMUNITY WIDE ZONE CHANGES AND
COMMUNITY PLAN CHANGES TO BRING THE ZONING INTO CONSISTENCY WITH THE COMMUNITY PLAN.  INCLUDES
CHANGES OF HEIGHT AS NEEDED.  REQUIRED BY COURT AS PART OF SETTLEMENT IN THE HILLSIDE FEDERATION
LAWSUIT  

 

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
ORD-177323

ORD-165481-SA1590

The contents of this report are bound by the User Agreement as described in the Terms and Conditions of this website. For more details, please refer to the Terms & Conditions link located at http://zimas.lacity.org.
(*) - APN Area: LA County Assessor's Office is not the data provider for this item. The data source is from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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PIN #: 126B189    75 Lot: 1  
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Charles, brought up by a stern Prussian patriarch, was a doting fa
who often took his family along on his frequent train trips to Denver.

In 1877, Charles traveled to the east coast on a shopping spree for his store, and in 1878, he too
the plunge and built an elaborate two story building in a prime spot -  the southwest corner of
Broadway and Pearl.  The keystone marking the entrance of this imposing red brick building (now
the Haagen Dazs ice cream store on the Pearl Street Mall, with an exterior that has been
sandblasted and remodeled), still bears its original inscription, "C. Boettcher A.D. 1878."  At its
grand opening in February, 1879, the store was touted as "one of the handsomest in the state an
the largest hardware store in Colorado."

By the late 1870s, it was clear that Charles Boettcher had found his niche selling hardware.  As h
later remarked, "Hardware is one of the best businesses there is.  I like that line.  I was brought
in it.  Axes and hammers don't go out of style like so many other things."  He was quick to see th
profits that could be realized from the silver boom, which had overtaken Leadville.  As the story
goes, the day after Charles first learned of the silver strike from a newsboy on Pearl Street, he
turned the operation of the Boulder store over to an assistant and was enroute to the "City in the
Clouds."

By March of 1879, Herman was in Boulder to run the business while
Charles attempted to cash in on the mining craze.  Although he later
regretted moving his family at such a happy time in their life, always the
businessman, he admitted: "the die was cast, it was too late to look back;
I determined to follow out my decision vigorously come good or ill". 
Having paid a mere $6,000 -  considered a bargain -  for two lots on
Harrison Street (Leadville's business district), he scrambled to erect a
building, a feat he accomplished by bribing a local lumberman.  A
subsequent, second story addition included space for an apartment so that
Charles, who was working nearly round the clock, could spend more time
with his wife and son.

Now grossing nearly $40,000 monthly, there was no stopping Charles,
who began to rise first within and then above Leadville's bourgeoisie
circles.  In 1882, he managed a short vacation, traveling with his family to visit Herman in
California.  While visiting other relatives on the way back, the trio stopped in North Park, Colorad
where they filed a homestead claim that eventually blossomed into the 180 square mile Bighorn
Ranch.  Unable to oversee the property from Leadville, the Boettchers enlisted John Riggen, the
husband of Fannie's sister, Alice, to manage the land, which at one time served as home to abou
600 horses, some of which were purebreds imported from Europe.

By 1884, Charles had purchased a wholesale hardware business in Denver, renaming it the
Boettcher Hardware Company.  Well aware of the advantages of location, he soon relocated to 4
Lawrence Street, expanding his inventory to include everything from the mandatory nuts & bolts
housewares.  As in Leadville, the building was adjacent to the slightly larger Daniels & Fisher's st
which soon became a well known Denver landmark and shopping destination (May D & F).

After surviving 11 years in Leadville, with business opportunities there continuing to wane, and
profits from the Larimer Square store beginning to wax, the Boettchers were spending more and
more time in Denver.  Springing up in an area known as Brown's Bluff, Capitol Hill became "the
place to be", and that is where many prosperous Denverite decided to build their private domain
By 1892, noteworthy architectural landmarks like The Brown Palace Hotel, a triangular shaped
sandstone structure designed to fit into a wedge shaped lot at 17th and Broadway, were already 
place.

It didn't take long for Fannie and Charles to s
building their own residence at 1201 Grant
Street.  While it was not as grand as some of 
neighbors, in Charles' mind it was "complete 
every detail.[and] as well built as any place in
Denver".  And, although Charles was still a fe
dollars short, his home was well placed along
"Millionaire's Row."

By 1900, Charles was nearly 50.  Having tried
and rejected retirement (he went on to work
almost 50 more years), he turned to his nativ
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Germany for new business ideas.  Always the entrepreneur, Charles returned from a "grand tour
Europe (taken with Fannie, 25-year-old Claude and 10-year-old Ruth) with visions of starting sug
beet and cement industries.  Shortly thereafter, two extremely lucrative enterprises - The Great
Western Sugar Company and the Portland Cement Company - were launched in Colorado.
 
Business is probably what first brought Charles
Boettcher to Lookout Mountain.  His donation of
cement no doubt facilitated the construction and
completion of the Lariat Trail from 1911-1914,
making the mountain a popular tourist
destination, particularly in the summertime.  In
1915, the same year he was named president of
the Denver & Salt Lake Railroad, he and Fannie
separated. Charles first took up residence at the
Denver Club, later moving into a suite at The
Brown Palace, which he later purchased.  But
since their separation was not permanent for at
least two more years, it is likely that they both
enjoyed "Lorraine Lodge" in the beginning.  By
1920, however, Lookout Mountain became
Charles' exclusive stomping ground.  The
following excerpt from Geraldine Bean's book
paints a lively portrait of his life here:

"Having built this elegant mansion on Lookout Mountain in 1917, Charles Boettcher often drove t
Lariat Trail to Golden and Denver, which invo
negotiating a series of switchbacks, hairpin tu
and horseshoe curves on a steeply graded gra
roadway, hundreds of feet above Clear Creek
the summer months, Charles traveled this ro
twice every day.

On one particularly beautiful morning in early
June of 1919, his attention was distracted
momentarily by the loveliness of the day and 
allowed his sleek gray roadster to gather spee
dangerously as it descended the mountainside
Startled, he slammed on the brakes, causing 
briefcase on the rear shelf to topple forward a
strike him on the back of the head.  He lost
consciousness briefly, during which time the c
left the road and was impaled on a huge bould

overhanging a sheer cliff.  Summoning help, he had the vehicle pulled back to the road, found it
relatively undamaged and proceeded to the office, seemingly unperturbed by the narrow escape
Charles, the automobile was a challenge. He liked fast cars and was impatient with associates wh
criticized his driving habits.  Invitations to ride with him were graciously declined whenever
possible."

Biographical Sketch of Charles Boettcher

1852    Born in Kolleda, Germany
1862    Begins education at "Gymnasium" (Lower University)
1869    Travels to visit brother in Cheyenne, Wyoming
1871    Becomes partner in brother's hardware Greeley and Ft. Collins
1874    Marries Fannie Augusta Cowan of Kansas, moves to Boulder, expands business
1875    First house built in Boulder for $1500, birth of son Claude
1878    Business expanded to Leadville
1880    Acquires Leadville mining propertied, investments grow
1890    Builds Mansion at 1201 Grant Street, downtown Denver, birth of daughter Ruth
1900    Retires for six months
1901    Organizes Great Western Sugar Company & Portland (Ideal) Cement Company
1915    Becomes President of Denver and Salt Lake Railroad
1917    Builds summer home and hunting lodge on Lookout Mountain
1920    Separates from Fannie, moves to Brown Palace Hotel
1922    Becomes joint owner of Brown Palace Hotel
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1929    Charline Humphreys born, granddaughter to Charles.
1933    Grandson, Charles Boettcher II kidnaped, $60,000 ransom paid
1937    Boettcher Foundation established for charitable activities
1940    Boettcher School for Crippled Children opened
1948    Charles dies at age 96

Thanks to the Boettcher Foundation, more information about Boettcher Hardware, Great Wester
Sugar, Ideal Cement, Boettcher & Company, The Brown Palace, The Pioneer Couple, Pioneer
Philanthropy, Legacy Builders, The Boettcher Mansion, A New Generation, The Boettcher Kidnapp
The Boettcher Foundation, The Boettcher Scholarship, and Friends of the Foundation can be found
here in the "Boettcher Times". (You must have the the latest version of Adobe Reader to view this file.  Downlo
Adobe Reader here.)

Boettcher Family Tree

Charline Humphreys Breeden   1929 - 1972

The granddaughter of Charles Boettcher, Charline, was born in Denver on
March 26, 1929, the daughter of A.E. Humphreys, Jr. and Ruth Boettcher.
She grew up at 1022 Humboldt Street, attending Graland Country Day,

Kent School and later Ogonitz in
Philadelphia.  In 1955, Charline
married Vic Breeden of San
Francisco. Their three children
are Holly, Vic III and Spicer.
The family lived here from 1958
to 1971. Charline passed away
on August 10, 1972.  Spicer
Breeden passed away in 1996
and Vic Breeden in 1998.

 

How Jefferson County Acquired the Boettcher Mansion

Charles Boettcher built "Lorraine Lodge", his beloved summer
home and hunting lodge, atop Lookout Mountain while his fam
lived at their main residence at 1201 Grant Street on Capitol H
near downtown Denver.  Separated from his wife, Fannie, fro
1920 on, he enjoyed his mountain getaway almost exclusively
nearly 30 years.  His granddaughter, Charline Humphreys
Breeden, who later inherited the property, decided to winteriz
the house and live there in the 1960s while she and her husba
raised their three children.  In 1968, Charline, who was battlin
cancer, made plans to donate the 110-acre estate to Jefferson
County for public use and enjoyment.  It officially became Cou
property upon her death in 1972.

Known first as "The Jefferson County Conference and Nature
Center", the estate opened to the public in 1975.  At that time
the County's Cooperative Extension Department built a nature
trail and organized both indoor and outdoor youth programs. 

From 1980-1989, the property was managed by the County's Open Space Department.  In 1984,
was listed on the National Register of Historic Places (Site #5JF323) in recognition of its social an
architectural importance.  In 1986, a two-story lobby entrance was added to the front (north) sid
the Mansion, the kitchen was revamped to accommodate caterers, and the ground floor of the
Carriage House was converted from a garage into a meeting space.  In 2005-2007 the Mansion
completed a $3.1 million Capital Improvement Plan (see Blog) funded by the Jefferson County
Conservation Trust Fund. These upgrades have not only been respectful to the original architectu
but have enabled the facility to begin serving more than 40,000 visitors and hosting as many as 
events per year.

In 1989, the Mansion (and its outbuildings) became its own entity (separate from Open Space) w
the County's Community Resources Department, and was subsequently renamed "Boettcher
Mansion".  These changes helped the original 1917 structures and their immediate surrounds
distinguish themselves from the Nature Center, which moved across the parking lot to an old cab
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expressed remorse about his spur-of-the-moment decision to move
there: "Looking back now it seems like it was a foolish thing to do. Here I was established in a
profitable business; I had a wife and three year old baby. I feel sure now that had I stayed in
Boulder, I would have led a happy life. Very likely I wouldn't have made much money, but mone
isn't everything although it often helps" (Bean, p. 42).

By 1884, Charles had purchased a wholesale hardware busine
in Denver, and in 1888 the Boettcher hired English architect Jo
J. Huddart to design them a sophisticated residence at 1201 G
Street. The $26,000 spent on its materials were the best that
money could buy, and its location in the midst of "Millionaire's
Row" (on Capitol Hill) was prized. Completion of the house
coincided with the birth of Ruth Augusta Boettcher, born in 18
With Charles and Fannie now in their mid-to-late 30s, and Cla
age 15 and away at boarding school, the arrival of a new bab
coupled with the Boettcher's new "urban" lifestyle - must have
been an adjustment. But few facts are known of Fannie's
day-to-day life during this period, even though she was
surrounded by - and was now considered - "high society."
Although she entertained often, she was mentioned only
occasionally in the local newspapers. For example, her first tr
abroad in 1884 - where she met her German in-laws for the fi
time as Claude celebrated his 10th birthday - made headlines

The Leadville Daily Herald.

The turn of the century was an incredibly industrious time for Charles Boettcher. Approaching ag
50, he had already amassed a fortune, and was entertaining thoughts of retirement (this lasted l
than a year, after which he worked another 48 years until his death). A banner year in every wa
1900 encompassed not just the quintessential "grand tour" of Europe (by Charles, Fannie and Ru
with another 10th birthday celebration for Ruth in Germany), but also Claude's marriage to DeAl
McMurtrie of Kansas City (a union which produced Charles Boettcher II the following year). After
scrupulously studying the German sugar beet and cement industries, Charles shipped seed and
machinery back to Colorado. As a result, two more extremely lucrative enterprises - The Great
Western Sugar Company and The Ideal Cement Company - were launched practically overnight.

In 1902, Fannie took Ruth around the world, stopping in Japan to purchase a multitude of Orienta
items for their Denver mansion. Imperial India - seen from a private railway car - was another
destination, and in 1911 the Boettcher women witnessed the coronation of George V in London.
Fannie's last trip abroad - complicated by the outbreak of World War I - occurred in 1914, and sh
forever blamed the Germans for the 12-week delay in her return home. After that, she traveled 
as far as Hawaii.

In 1915, Fannie took it upon herself to remodel their Denver residence, taking care to properly
display items from her international collection. Her flair for interior decorating did not go unnotic
As the society pages noted: "Embroidered fire screens, and pictures, brocaded silk screens, silk
velvet coverlets, rugs and furniture are testimonials to the Japanese influence on her life." One r
was "completely furnished with Japanese objects, including antique temple chairs, bought in a pa
shop, an ancient desk and an exquisite prayer table." The "Dutch Room" featured "lovely delft bl
tiles that stand out in the art work of Holland, surmounted by a fine Dutch frieze. Everything in t
room is from the Netherlands-clocks, decorative coffee tiles, vases and pitchers, table china and
even furniture" (The Denver Post, November 23, 1947).

While the exact forces behind the fissure that
ultimately caused Fannie and Charles' marriage
to crack wide open are unknown, by now it was
clear to both that they had drifted apart. In
1919, as Ruth prepared to marry Albert E.
Humphreys Jr., the son of an oil and mining
magnate, their marriage came to a halt. In
planning for what was undoubtably one of the
grandest weddings of the year, Fannie decided
their Denver residence needed a sunporch. When
Charles stated he would leave if the addition took
place, Fannie built it anyway (The Rocky
Mountain News, June 17, 1979). Whether it was
Fannie's tenacity - or Charles' thriftiness (he was
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Building Permit History 
1505 S. 6th Avenue 

Los Angeles 
 
 
c1905: Construction of a 2-story 23’ 6” X 32’ 6” 6-room frame 

residence and one-car frame garage at 1505 S. 6th Avenue on Lot 
1, Central Arlington Heights. (No permit as property is outside 
of City of Los Angeles.) 

 Owner: Charles and Fannie Boettcher 
 Architect: William A. Radford Architectural Company 
 Contractor: Unknown 
 Cost: $2,500.00 

 
December 10, 1926: Building Permit No. 35883 for making addition to garage from 

one-car to two-car. 
 Owner: Miles Burden 
 Architect: None 
 Contractor: Owner 
 Cost: $100.00 

 
January 7, 1973: Building Permit No. LA63426 to repair fire damage to garage 

and stucco same. 
 Owner: John Getz 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: W. C. Lane 
 Cost: $500.00 
 
September 13, 1989: Building Permit No. LA41843 to remodel kitchen - non 

structural - new cabinets, etc. 
  Owner: Eleanor Lee Napier 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: Owner 
 Cost: $4,000.00 
 
 
 
 
 



May 17, 2002: Plumbing Permit No. WO24213249 to install earthquake shutoff 
valve. 

  Owner: Elinor L. Napier 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: Aqua, Inc. 
 Cost: Not shown 
 

June 21, 2003: Building Permit No. EP01392 to reroof with 27 squares of 
composition shingle roofing over new solid sheathing. 

  Owner: Todd R. Jackson 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: Owner 
 Cost: $8,100.00 
 





























Boettcher House 
Photographs 

 

 
Boettcher House, 1505 S. 6th Avenue, September 24, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Boettcher House, 1505 S. 6th Avenue, August 2, 2008 (Photograph by Todd Jackson) 



 

 
Boettcher House, 1505 S. 6th Avenue, September 24, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Boettcher House, rafters, 1505 S. 6th Avenue, September 24, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 

 
Boettcher House, porte-cochere, 1505 S. 6th Avenue, September 24, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Boettcher House, rear elevation, 1505 S. 6th Avenue, September 24, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Boettcher House, garage, 1505 S. 6th Avenue, September 24, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Boettcher House, front porch, 1505 S. 6th Avenue, September 24, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Boettcher House, front door, 1505 S. 6th Avenue, September 24, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Boettcher House, front entry, 1505 S. 6th Avenue, September 24, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Boettcher House, staircase, 1505 S. 6th Avenue, September 24, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 



 
Boettcher House, living room, 1505 S. 6th Avenue, September 24, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Boettcher House, fireplace, 1505 S. 6th Avenue, September 24, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 



 
 

 
Boettcher House, dining room, 1505 S. 6th Avenue, September 24, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Boettcher House, dining room ceiling, 1505 S. 6th Avenue, September 24, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 



 
 

 
Boettcher House, dining room wainscoting, 1505 S. 6th Avenue, September 24, 2010 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 
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