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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  
 DICKINSON AND GILLESPIE BUILDING 
 

REQUEST:  Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 
 

APPLICANT/ 200 Culver Investors 
OWNER: 8383 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 630 
 Beverly Hills, CA   90211 
  

OWNER’S REP: Christina Chiang 
    Christopher A. Joseph and Associates 
    523 W. 6th St., Suite 1134 
    Los Angeles, CA  90014 
  
 

RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10    
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
may warrant further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 

S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP 
Director of Planning 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]     [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]            
    
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 
 

Prepared by: 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         
________________________ 
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 
 
Attachments: November, 2008 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
 ZIMAS Report 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

 
HEARING DATE: February 5, 2009 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA   
  90012 

CASE NO.: CHC-2008-4984-HCM 
         ENV-2009-220-CE 
 
Location: 200 E. Culver Blvd. 
Council District: 11 
Community Plan Area: Westchester-Playa del 
Rey 
Area Planning Commission: West Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council: Westchester-Playa del 
Rey 
Legal Description: Lot 45 of Block 17 of TR 8557 
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SUMMARY 
 
Built in 1922, this two-story commercial building exhibits character-defining features of Spanish 
Colonial Revival architecture.  Located near the intersection of Culver Boulevard and Vista del 
Mar Lane in the Playa del Rey area, the subject building is rectangular in plan with a flat roof 
and red clay tile.  The subject building’s elevation is slanted to match the horizontal angle of the 
street and sloping topography.    
 
The exterior is stucco with terra cotta.  The Vista del Mar elevation is divided into five bays with 
a centered entrance consisting of large arched opening surrounded by a cast concrete frame 
with a lintel and swag decorative details.  The opening is flanked by three arched storefronts 
with awnings on one section and three rectangular shaped storefronts on the adjacent section.  
Two of the upper floor bays are inset, creating two balconied sections topped by a sloping tile 
roof supported by bracketed wood columns and three tower-like bays flush with the ground floor 
elevation.  Each tower-like bay contains paired narrow ogee-shaped windows with rounded 
apex surrounded by decorative terra-cotta detailing.  The smaller Culver Boulevard elevation 
continues the same design decorative treatment, having three arched storefronts with awnings, 
centered balconied area, and two tower-like bays with decorative windows.  Significant interiors 
include a vestibule space with decorative molding, and some storefronts with original interior 
elements.   
 
The proposed Dickinson and Gillespie Building historic monument was designed by 
architectural firm of Roth & Parker with a later interior renovation by Parkinson & Parkinson.  
The subject building was built for the real estate company of Dickinson & Gillespie, established 
in Minneapolis and relocating to the area in 1924.  Housed in one of the storefronts, this 
company was responsible for the development of Palisades del Rey, Surfridge, and Del Rey 
Hills.  In 1928, the company also donated land to Loyola College, now Loyola Marymount 
University.  Fritz B. Burns, who oversaw the construction of the subject building, later took 
control of the company and developed areas in Los Angeles such as Windsor Hills, Westside 
Village, Toluca Wood, and West Westchester.  Another notable owner and occupant was 
graphic designer Robert Miles Runyan who occupied the building in the 1970s-80s.  Runyan is 
recognized for revolutionizing the format and design of corporate reports and designing the 
“Stars in Motion” logo for the 1984 Olympics in Los Angeles.    

 
Alterations include the removal of roof finials, re-stucco of exteriors, and some window and door 
replacement.     
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
 
 



200 Culver Boulevard  
CHC-2008-4984-HCM 
Page 3 of 3 
 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 




















































