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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  
 SEE’S CANDY SHOP AND KITCHEN #1 
 

REQUEST:  Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 
 

APPLICANT: Charlene E. Nichols 
 28 West Palm Street 
 Altadena, CA   91001 
  

OWNER: Paris Plaza Realty, LLC 
    1020 Crocker Street 
    Los Angeles, CA  90021 
 
    David D. Lee 
    4433 Gould Avenue 
    La Cañada, CA 91011 
  

RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10    
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
may warrant further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 

S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP 
Director of Planning 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]  [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]      
    
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 

Prepared by: 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]   
________________________ 
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 
 
Attachments: January, 2009 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
 ZIMAS Report 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

 
HEARING DATE: February 5, 2009 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA   

CASE NO.: CHC-2009-210-HCM 
                    ENV-2009-211-CE 
 
Location: 135-139 North Western Avenue 
Council District: 4 
Community Plan Area: Wilshire 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: None 
Legal Description: Lot 2 of Block C of IMB 12-
187, Tract Number One 
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SUMMARY 
 
Built in 1921, this two-story commercial building exhibits character-defining features of Italian 
Renaissance Revival architecture.  Located near the intersection of Western and First Street, 
the subject building is rectangular in plan with a steep side-gabled roof with composition 
shingles.  The exterior is brick, plaster, and stucco.  Three glass and aluminum storefronts line 
the street level.  Four fixed aluminum windows line the main elevation on the second floor.  An 
overhanging cornice lined with brackets, denticulation and decorative garland motifs tops the 
main façade.   
 
The proposed See’s Candy Shop and Kitchen #1 historic monument was designed by an 
unidentified architect or builder.  The subject building was built by contractor George M. Easton. 
 
The subject building housed the first See’s Candy Shop and Kitchen, having been established 
at the subject property in 1921 by Charles Alexander See.  Based on candy recipes by his 
mother, Mary See, C.S. See opened his candy store after immigrating to California from Canada 
in 1919.  At the subject building, the See family developed their distinctive store design and 
aesthetic: white colored storefronts and interiors, black-on-white lettering and font, black and 
white tiled foor, as well as their advertising slogans.  By October 1922, four more stores were 
opened in the Los Angeles area.  The company continued to expand, having 25 stores by 1931 
and opening large candy making plants in San Francisco and Los Angeles.  The company 
continued its expansion to over 130 stores by the 1960s.  In 1971, Blue Chip Stamps, a 
subsidiary of Warren Buffet’s Berkshire Hathaway, gained controlling interest of the See’s 
Company.  Currently, See’s Candy is California’s largest boxed chocolate manufacturer and is 
found in 10 states and four countries with more than 200 shops.     
 
The subject building may be significant for its association with See’s Candy and appears to be 
the only extant building of the first five See’s Candy shops.   
 
Alterations include the replacement of storefronts, windows, removal of tile roof, and addition of 
rooftop signage. 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 




































































