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2. Adopt the report findings. 
 

S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP 
Director of Planning 
 

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]     [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]     
    
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 

Prepared by: 
 

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]    
 ________________________ 
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 
 

Attachments: March 11, 2010 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
 ZIMAS Report 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

 
HEARING DATE: April 1, 2010 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA   
  90012 

CASE NO.: CHC-2010-520-HCM 
         ENV-2010-521-CE 
 
Location: 7901-7909 W. Beverly Blvd. 
Council District: 5 
Community Plan Area: Wilshire 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Mid City West 
Legal Description: Lot 338 of TR 6790 
 



Fairfax Theater  
CHC-2010-520-HCM 
Page 2 of 3 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Built in 1930 and remodeled in 1940 and 1985, this two-story commercial building exhibits 
character-defining features of Art Deco style architecture.  The subject building is located at the 
northwestern intersection of Beverly Boulevard and Fairfax Avenue in the Fairfax District.  The 
building is rectangular in plan with a flat roof and exhibits two primary facades along the 
intersection.  It is constructed of poured concrete.   
 
The elevation lining Beverly Boulevard is divided into six bays with five serving as commercial 
storefronts.  Flanked by two shop fronts, an off-center theatre entry with marquee occupies an 
extended and ornamentally distinguished bay consisting of a stepped parapet which comes to 
an apex at its center. The parapet lies between two fluted rectangular pilasters, with the east 
pilaster rising twenty feet above the roofline to become a stepped tower feature capped with an 
electric light globe.  The western pilaster is truncated and is capped with a small rounded dome.   
The marquee is a large fluorescent light box with neon lights and Plexiglas lettering as well as a 
coffered ceiling inset with sunburst pattern and recessed lights.  The set back entrance creates 
a large open vestibule area surfaced with red tile and fluted pilasters and contains a terrazzo 
floor exhibiting a starburst pattern.  A Regency-style ticket booth fronts the vestibule space. Five 
pairs of continuous metal doors provide the entrance to the interior.  Flanking the theater 
entrance, the ground floor storefronts are covered by projecting canopies and framed by 
continuous fluted pilasters which divide the façade into bays.  At the second story, the pilasters 
are offset on both sides by smaller, engaged, fluted pilasters which terminate at the roofline.  
These smaller pilasters form the proportioned window bays that contain sliding aluminum 
windows. The subject building’s roofline is articulated with shallow gables in a regular serrated 
rhythm, reaching an apex at the center of each bay and descending towards the pilasters, which 
rise slightly above the parapet.  The western storefront section is single story, while the rest of 
the elevation is two stories.   
 
The Fairfax Avenue east-facing elevation consists of ten one-story bays flanked by four two-
story bays to the south and a two-story bay to the north. The east facing bays resemble those 
on the Beverly Blvd. façade with some minor design variation.  Acrylic signage and/or projecting 
canopies sit above the storefronts. There are three building entrances on the east side: the 
northern and center entrances are gated, open-air portals which are announced by a variation in 
the roofline, while the southern entrance is a door at the façade leading directly into the building. 
The west façade is an unadorned concrete wall articulated only by concrete buttresses with an 
entrance to the basement and backstage area.  The north façade is a sheer concrete wall rising 
to a height of four stories at the west (the curtain tower) and descending to two stories where it 
meets Fairfax Avenue.   
 
The theater interior consists of a lobby and three theatres. In the lobby, an Art Deco-style 
skylight defined by an irregular grid motif forms the focal point of a hipped ceiling.  Crown 
molding surrounds the room while tiered Art Deco-style light fixtures are set within recessed 
bays.  A concession stand sits atop a pink and black tile floor.  A long sloping hallway from the 
lobby leads to the main auditorium which is flanked by two smaller theatres. The main 
auditorium features Art Deco-style light fixtures, painted stylized flower motifs, and a skylight 
similar in design to the lobby skylight.  The screen is flanked by two molded plaster screens of a 
repeating diamond and chevron pattern, over which a large scroll decoration is attached.  The 
storefront interiors are utilitarian in design with some featuring terrazzo flooring. 
 
The proposed Fairfax Theatre historic monument was originally designed by architect W.C. 
Pennell in 1930.  During this period, Pennell was the partner of eminent Los Angeles architect 
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John C. Austen.  Pennell and Austen designed many civic and industrial projects together as 
well as landmarks such as the West Adams Methodist Episcopal Church at 1864 W. Adams 
(1914), the Hotel Leighton formerly on MacArthur Park (demolished), and the Bronson Block at 
527 W. 7th Street in Downtown Los Angeles (1913).  Pennell also designed the Strand Theater, 
located at 4407 S. Broadway in South Los Angeles (demolished). 
 
Significant interior alterations include the truncating and subdivision of the main theatre into 
three smaller theatres. Exterior alterations include removal of the original marquee, replacement 
of original storefront doors and windows with standardized metal doors and windows, tiling of 
the vestibule space, and addition of commercial billboard signage. 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
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SUMMARY 
 
Built in 1930 and remodeled in 1940 and 1985, this two-story commercial building exhibits 
character-defining features of Art Deco style architecture.  The subject building is located at the 
northwestern intersection of Beverly Boulevard and Fairfax Avenue in the Fairfax District.  The 
building is rectangular in plan with a flat roof and exhibits two primary facades along the 
intersection.  It is constructed of poured concrete.   
 
The elevation lining Beverly Boulevard is divided into six bays with five serving as commercial 
storefronts.  Flanked by two shop fronts, an off-center theatre entry with marquee occupies an 
extended and ornamentally distinguished bay consisting of a stepped parapet which comes to 
an apex at its center. The parapet lies between two fluted rectangular pilasters, with the east 
pilaster rising twenty feet above the roofline to become a stepped tower feature capped with an 
electric light globe.  The western pilaster is truncated and is capped with a small rounded dome.   
The marquee is a large fluorescent light box with neon lights and Plexiglas lettering as well as a 
coffered ceiling inset with sunburst pattern and recessed lights.  The set back entrance creates 
a large open vestibule area surfaced with red tile and fluted pilasters and contains a terrazzo 
floor exhibiting a starburst pattern.  A Regency-style ticket booth fronts the vestibule space. Five 
pairs of continuous metal doors provide the entrance to the interior.  Flanking the theater 
entrance, the ground floor storefronts are covered by projecting canopies and framed by 
continuous fluted pilasters which divide the façade into bays.  At the second story, the pilasters 
are offset on both sides by smaller, engaged, fluted pilasters which terminate at the roofline.  
These smaller pilasters form the proportioned window bays that contain sliding aluminum 
windows. The subject building’s roofline is articulated with shallow gables in a regular serrated 
rhythm, reaching an apex at the center of each bay and descending towards the pilasters, which 
rise slightly above the parapet.  The western storefront section is single story, while the rest of 
the elevation is two stories.   
 
The Fairfax Avenue east-facing elevation consists of ten one-story bays flanked by four two-
story bays to the south and a two-story bay to the north. The east facing bays resemble those 
on the Beverly Blvd. façade with some minor design variation.  Acrylic signage and/or projecting 
canopies sit above the storefronts. There are three building entrances on the east side: the 
northern and center entrances are gated, open-air portals which are announced by a variation in 
the roofline, while the southern entrance is a door at the façade leading directly into the building. 
The west façade is an unadorned concrete wall articulated only by concrete buttresses with an 
entrance to the basement and backstage area.  The north façade is a sheer concrete wall rising 
to a height of four stories at the west (the curtain tower) and descending to two stories where it 
meets Fairfax Avenue.   
 
The theater interior consists of a lobby and three theatres. In the lobby, an Art Deco-style 
skylight defined by an irregular grid motif forms the focal point of a hipped ceiling.  Crown 
molding surrounds the room while tiered Art Deco-style light fixtures are set within recessed 
bays.  A concession stand sits atop a pink and black tile floor.  A long sloping hallway from the 
lobby leads to the main auditorium which is flanked by two smaller theatres. The main 
auditorium features Art Deco-style light fixtures, painted stylized flower motifs, and a skylight 
similar in design to the lobby skylight.  The screen is flanked by two molded plaster screens of a 
repeating diamond and chevron pattern, over which a large scroll decoration is attached.  The 
storefront interiors are utilitarian in design with some featuring terrazzo flooring. 
 
The proposed Fairfax Theatre historic monument was originally designed by architect W.C. 
Pennell in 1930.  During this period, Pennell was the partner of eminent Los Angeles architect 
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John C. Austen.  Pennell and Austen designed many civic and industrial projects together as 
well as landmarks such as the West Adams Methodist Episcopal Church at 1864 W. Adams 
(1914), the Hotel Leighton formerly on MacArthur Park (demolished), and the Bronson Block at 
527 W. 7th Street in Downtown Los Angeles (1913).  Pennell also designed the Strand Theater, 
located at 4407 S. Broadway in South Los Angeles (demolished). 
 
Significant interior alterations include the truncating and subdivision of the main theatre into 
three smaller theatres. Exterior alterations include removal of the original marquee, replacement 
of original storefront doors and windows with standardized metal doors and windows, tiling of 
the vestibule space, and addition of commercial billboard signage. 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
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