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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  
 212 S. WILTON PLACE RESIDENCE 
 

REQUEST:  Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 
 

APPLICANT/ Historic Preservation Partners 
OWNER’S 419 Concord Avenue 
REPRESENTATIVE: Monrovia, CA  91016  
   

OWNER:  Monica Erickson & Eric Vizents 
    212 S. Wilton Place 

Los Angeles, CA  90004 
 

RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles Administrative Code 
Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7   

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 

S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP 
Director of Planning 
 

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         
   
Ken Bernstein, Manager   
Office of Historic Resources   
 

Prepared by: 
 

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
 ________________________ 
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 
 
Attachments: January, 2008 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
 ZIMAS Report 
 
 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

HEARING DATE: April 17, 2008 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA   
  90012 

CASE NO.: CHC-2008-750-HCM 
 
Location: 212 S. Wilton Place  
Council District: 4 
Community Plan Area: Wilshire 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Greater Wilshire 
Legal Description: Lot 3, Block A of Ridgewood 
Park Tract 
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FINDINGS 

 
The building “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type specimen, 
inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction” as an example of 
Classical Revival style residential architecture. 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Built in 1908, this two-story single-family residence exhibits character-defining features of 
Classical Revival architecture.   It is rectangular in plan and is situated three to five feet above 
grade.  The exterior is clad in wood clapboard siding.  The low-pitched, hipped roof is sheathed 
in asphalt shingles.  The façade has symmetrically balanced windows and a centered door, and 
features an elaborate full-height porch, supported by classical columns and topped with a large 
front-facing gable.  Windows flanking the front door are wood sash, double hung with leaded 
glass upper sashes.  The other two windows on the first floor façade are wood sash, leaded 
glass windows with leaded glass transoms.  Windows on the second-floor façade are paired 
wood sash, double hung with muntins separating glass panels on the upper sashes, with 
decorative wood balconets highlighting these windows.  The second-floor also includes a 
balcony/porch, accessed by two wood French doors with multiple glass panes, flanked by two 
wood sash, double hung windows with muntins.  Additional character-defining elements include 
wood detailing in the open eaves, highly decorative brackets under the second floor balcony on 
the façade and a window flanked by decorative vents highlights the front-facing gable.  
Significant interior spaces also include wood detailing, such as decorative wood moulding and 
wood paneling throughout the house. 
 
The architect of the proposed 212 S. Wilton Place historic monument is unknown.  The house is 
associated with Lewis Stone, a stage and screen actor, who resided at the residence from 
1920-1927.  Stone, who received an Academy Award nomination in 1929 and was later 
awarded a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame, appeared in over 200 films and was a contract 
player with MGM for 29 years.  His occupancy of the house during the 1920s, the peak of his 
film career, and his association with the film industry in Los Angeles may warrant consideration. 
 
The house is listed as a contributor to the “Wilton Historic District,” a district listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1979.  According to the application, the district was designed as 
an upper-middle-class enclave, and possesses excellent example of early 20th century period 
architecture. 
 
Alterations to the subject property include the rear 1920 two-story addition which now includes a 
library nook, family room, breakfast nook, master bedroom, covered porch and small bedroom.  
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An interior renovation in 1923 included the construction of a fireplace, removal of a living room 
arch and additional work in various rooms.  Most recently, foundation work, chimney repair, and 
interior renovations, including a remodeled kitchen and bathrooms, were conducted in 2006. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The 212 S. Wilton Place property successfully meets one of the specified Historic-Cultural 
Monument criteria: “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type 
specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction.”  As a 
significant residential building designed in the Classical Revival style, the property qualifies for 
designation as a Historic-Cultural Monument based on these criteria. 

 
BACKGROUND   
 
At its meeting of March 6, 2008, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the application 
under consideration.  On April 3, 2008, the Cultural Heritage Commission toured the subject 
property.  

 


































































































