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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  
 721 AMOROSO PLACE RESIDENCE 
 

REQUEST:  Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 
 

APPLICANT/ Charles J. Fisher 
OWNER’S 140 S. Avenue 57 
REPRESENTATIVE: Highland Park, CA  90042  
   

OWNER:  Mark R. Sailor 
    721 E. Amoroso Place 

Venice, CA  90291 
 

RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles Administrative Code 
Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7   

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 

S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP 
Director of Planning 
 

 [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]        
   
Ken Bernstein, Manager   
Office of Historic Resources   
 

Prepared by: 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]        
 ________________________ 
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 
 
Attachments: February 26, 2008 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
 ZIMAS Report 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

HEARING DATE: April 17, 2008 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA   
  90012 

CASE NO.: CHC-2008-881-HCM 
 
Location: 721 E. Amoroso Place  
Council District: 11 
Community Plan Area: Venice 
Area Planning Commission: West Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council: Grass Roots Venice 
Legal Description: Lot 22, Block 7 of Venice 
Annex Tract 
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FINDINGS 

 
The building “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type specimen, 
inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction” as an example of 
Craftsman Style residential architecture. 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Built in 1914, this single family residence exhibits character-defining features of Craftsman style 
architecture.  It is a one-story, rectangular-plan building.  The exterior is clad in horizontal drop 
wood siding with stained treatment.  The low-pitched, front gabled roof is sheathed in 
composition shingles.  The building has a wide overhang with open eaves, exposed rafters, 
false beams and knee brackets.  A full-width, front gabled porch is supported by square stucco 
columns that rest on tall brick pedestals.  The main entrance consists of a wood door with 
leaded glass glazing.  Windows throughout the residence consist of wood sash, double hung, 
casement and fixed windows with multi lights.  Additional character defining elements include 
stickwork under the front porch gable, wide wood casings with extended lintels surrounding the 
windows, and a period light fixture and doorbell at the front porch.  Significant interior spaces 
include the living room, which contains an original fireplace with stone detailing and cast 
concrete logs that form a mantel and long shelf.  The living and dining rooms include built-in 
cabinetry with leaded glass doors, decorative wood moulding and wood paneling.  Period light 
fixtures and decorative wood moulding are found throughout the house. 
 
A garage faces the rear alley and exhibits similar features to the main residence, including drop 
wood siding with stained treatment, open eaves, exposed rafters, false beams and knee 
brackets.  There are also wood casement windows and a wood paneled door, each with wide 
casings and extended lintels. 
 
The architect of the proposed 721 E. Amoroso Place historic monument is unknown.  The 
residence was constructed by William G. Laueson, a local contractor who built homes in Venice, 
Ocean Park and Santa Monica.  He would later move to Van Nuys and become a 
speculator/developer in the San Fernando Valley. 
 
Alterations to the subject property include a kitchen renovation, estimated to have occurred in 
the 1960s or 1970s, and work on the rooftop chimney. 
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DISCUSSION 
 
The 721 Amoroso Place property successfully meets one of the specified Historic-Cultural 
Monument criteria: “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type 
specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction.”  As a 
significant residential building designed in the Craftsman Style, the property qualifies for 
designation as a Historic-Cultural Monument (HCM) based on these criteria. 

 

A site inspection of the subject building revealed that this modest single-family bungalow has 
retained notable and distinctive interior architectural elements of the Craftsman Style.  
Nonetheless, builder William G. Laueson, a local contractor who built homes in Venice, Ocean 
Park and Santa Monica, does not appear to be a master builder or a significant personage in 
the Los Angeles building industry.  There is no evidence to suggest that later property owners 
Alice M. Sturdevant or members of the Whyler family were historic personages. 

 

Concern has been raised by the applicant over the naming of the subject property.  The 
applicant submitted the designation request as the “Sturdevant Bungalow.”  Although a strict 
naming criteria for HCM designation requests has not been established, the staff of the Office of 
Historic Resources (OHR) believes that use of the property address for naming purposes is 
appropriate when the significance of past property owners and/or their link to the subject 
property is questionable.  In this case, Alice M. Sturdevant appears to have been the second 
property owner, with some possibility that there may have been a previous property owner.  
William G. Lausen appears as owner in the original building permit but it appears that he was 
also the contractor/developer and may not have lived at the subject property.  Because of this 
ambiguity and lack of more concrete information, OHR staff determined that it was most 
appropriate to rely on the property address for naming; this is not a negative reflection on the 
subject property or the request for HCM designation.    

 

BACKGROUND   
 
At its meeting of March 20, 2008, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the 
application under consideration.  On April 3, 2008, the Cultural Heritage Commission toured the 
subject property.  
 


































































