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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  
 KENNEDY-SOLOW HOUSE 
 

REQUEST:  Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 
 

APPLICANT/ Jorge Hinojosa, Trustee 
OWNER: 6606 Maryland Ave. 
 Los Angeles, CA  90048 
  

OWNER’S Charles J. Fisher  
REPRESENTATIVE: 140 S. Avenue 57 
    Los Angeles, CA  90042 
 
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles Administrative Code 
Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7   

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP 
Director of Planning 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]           
   
Ken Bernstein, Manager   
Office of Historic Resources   
 
Prepared by: 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         
 ________________________ 
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 
 
Attachments: December 30, 2007 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
 ZIMAS Report 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

DATE: April 3, 2008 
TIME: 10:00 AM 
PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010 
 200 N. Spring Street 
 Los Angeles, CA  90012 

CASE NO.: CHC-2008-512-HCM 
 
Location: 6606 Maryland Drive 
Council District: 5 
Community Plan Area: Wilshire 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Mid City West 
Legal Description: Lot 34, Block 16 of TR7555 
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FINDINGS 

 
1. The building “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type 

specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction” as 
an example of Spanish Colonial Revival style residential architecture.   

 
2. The property is identified with a historic personage, with that of Sidney P. Solow, a two-

time Oscar winner who contributed to the development of film processing in the 
Hollywood film industry.    

 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Built in 1926, this two-story single family residence exhibits character-defining features of 
Spanish Colonial Revival style architecture with some influences of the Monterey style.   The 
roughly rectangular-shaped plan includes a slightly front-facing gabled roof exhibiting clay roof 
tiles.  A slightly recessed off-center entrance is located below a second-story balcony space 
covering half the front elevation.  The covered balcony has a wooden balustrade and two 
square pilasters surmounted with ionic-shaped capitals.  The exterior features stucco, painted 
wood trim, a side stucco chimney, and rows of exposed purlins.  Windows are multi-pane 
casement and fixed windows with false shutters.  Adjacent to the main facade, a side-gabled 
porte-cochere has clay roof tiles and an arched entrance.  Behind the subject building, an open-
log pergola extends over a tile courtyard adjacent to a one-story stucco garage. Significant 
interior elements include a two-story foyer with an original wrought-iron banister and light fixture, 
a southwestern-style fireplace with glazed tile inserts, decorative window panes, dark wood 
finishes, and box-beam ceilings.  
 
The proposed Kennedy-Solow House historic monument was constructed in 1926 by H. Cedric 
Roberts, a builder and developer who played an influential role in designing a number of 
Southern California’s post-war tract housing projects (including Missionwood in San Fernando 
and several developments in Orange County).  He also built the first all-electric model home and 
later helped found UCLA’s home building curriculum.   
 
The subject building was built for Louis H. Kennedy, who lived in the house from 1926-1944.  
The subsequent inhabitant, Sidney P. Solow, worked for Consolidated Film Industries (CFI), the 
nation’s leading film processing laboratory.  In 1940 he produced “The Alchemist of Hollywood,” 
a documentary that shed light on the chemical processes behind filmmaking.  Solow later 
became the president of CFI and worked throughout his career to speed the turnaround in film 
processing—an essential step in the early development of television.  Mr. Solow won two 
Oscars for his technical achievements and died in 1985. 
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The subject building appears to have few alterations except for a kitchen and bathroom remodel 
in 2005.  In 2006, an outdoor stucco-clad chimney was installed in the rear courtyard area.      

 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Kennedy-Solow House property successfully meets two of the specified Historic-Cultural 
Monument criteria: 1) “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type 
specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction,” and 2) is 
associated with a historic personage.  As a residential building designed in the Spanish Colonial 
Revival Style for a major contributor to the development of film processing in the film industry, 
the property qualifies for designation as a Historic-Cultural Monument based on these criteria.   

 
BACKGROUND 
 
At its meeting of February 21, 2008, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the 
application under consideration.  On March 20, 2008, the Cultural Heritage Commission toured 
the subject property.  
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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  
 KENNEDY-SOLOW HOUSE 
 

REQUEST:  Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 
 

APPLICANT/ Jorge Hinojosa, Trustee 
OWNER: 6606 Maryland Ave. 
 Los Angeles, CA  90048 
  

OWNER’S Charles J. Fisher  
REPRESENTATIVE: 140 S. Avenue 57 
    Los Angeles, CA  90042 
 
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
may warrant further investigation. 

 

2. Adopt the report findings. 
 
S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP 
Director of Planning 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]            [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]           
    
Ken Bernstein, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 
Prepared by: 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]           
 ________________________ 
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 
 
Attachments: December 30, 2007 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
 ZIMAS Report 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

DATE: February 21, 2008 
TIME: 10:00 AM 
PLACE: City Hall, Room 1060 
 200 N. Spring Street 
 Los Angeles, CA  90012 

CASE NO.: CHC-2008-512-HCM 
 
Location: 6606 Maryland Drive 
Council District: 5 
Community Plan Area: Wilshire 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Mid City West 
Legal Description: Lot 34, Block 16 of TR7555 
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SUMMARY 
 
Built in 1926, this two-story single family residence exhibits character-defining features of 
Spanish Colonial Revival style architecture with some influences of the Monterey style.   The 
roughly rectangular-shaped plan includes a slightly front-facing gabled roof exhibiting clay roof 
tiles.  A slightly recessed off-center entrance is located below a second-story balcony space 
covering half the front elevation.  The covered balcony has a wooden balustrade and two 
square pilasters surmounted with ionic-shaped capitals.  The exterior features stucco, painted 
wood trim, a side stucco chimney, and rows of exposed purlins.  Windows are multi-pane 
casement and fixed windows with false shutters.  Adjacent to the main facade, a side-gabled 
porte-cochere has clay roof tiles and an arched entrance.  Behind the subject building, an open-
log pergola extends over a tile courtyard adjacent to a one-story stucco garage. Significant 
interior elements include a two-story foyer with an original wrought-iron banister and light fixture, 
a southwestern-style fireplace with glazed tile inserts, decorative window panes, dark wood 
finishes, and box-beam ceilings.  
 
The proposed Kennedy-Solow House historic monument was constructed in 1926 by H. Cedric 
Roberts, a builder and developer who played an influential role in designing a number of 
Southern California’s post-war tract housing projects (including Missionwood in San Fernando 
and several developments in Orange County).  He also built the first all-electric model home and 
later helped found UCLA’s home building curriculum.   
 
The subject building was built for Louis H. Kennedy, who lived in the house from 1926-1944.  
The subsequent inhabitant Sidney P. Solow worked for Consolidated Film Industries (CFI), the 
nation’s leading film processing laboratory.  In 1940 he produced “The Alchemist of Hollywood,” 
a documentary that shed light on the chemical processes behind filmmaking.  Solow later 
became the president of CFI and worked throughout his career to speed the turnaround in film 
processing—an essential step in the early development of television.  Mr. Solow won two 
Oscars for his technical achievements and died in 1985. 
 
The subject building appears to have few alterations except for a kitchen and bathroom remodel 
in 2005.  In 2006, an outdoor stucco-clad chimney was installed in the rear courtyard area.      

 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 

 
































































































































































