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FINDINGS

The building “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type specimen,
inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction” as an example of the
Storybook style.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

SUMMARY

Built in 1923, this two-story, single family residence in Eagle Rock exhibits character-defining
features of the Storybook style. The subject building is irregular in plan and perched on hilly
terrain. The double-gabled roof is clad in asphalt tile with a curved roofline and contains a
central chimney. A covered walkway leads up to the entryway to a recessed entrance. The
main elevation features an 11-foot tall arched stained glass window flanked by smaller
elongated arched window openings. The stained glass features a lotus flower motif and this
decorative element is repeated in the tiles below the window and throughout the interior. The
subject building’s stucco exterior has wood trim and flagstone accents on walls and buttresses.
Windows are wood casement and leadlight. A distinct exaggerated arch design is featured on
the driveway archway and on several exterior archways. A covered stairway runs between the
driveway and the subject building. The backyard area contains a gas barbeque set in stone.
Secondary buildings consist of a garage, workshop, carport and a barn. Significant interior
features include wood beamed ceilings, exterior balconies, relief murals, painted murals, and
built-in cabinetry. Landscaping includes a large oak tree and dense shrubbery.

The subject building was designed by architect Jean L. Egasse for local businessman Albert
Braasch and his wife Constance. Egasse’s design for the house was profiled by several
publications at the time for its unique design. Most of his work appears to date mostly from the
1920s and is located in Laguna Beach, CA. The subject building appears to be Egasse’s first
full-scale home building project. The subject property was sold by the Braasch family to Doug
McNaughton in 1979 who proceeded to rent the house out to various tenants, including Ben
Affleck and Matt Damon, who lived there in the 1990s while writing their award winning
screenplay for the film “Good Will Hunting”. The subject building is listed in Gehbard and
Winter’s seminal “An Architectural Guidebook to Los Angeles.”

Additions include a studio room near the living room area from the 1940s and an additional
room on the second floor from 1997.

DISCUSSION

The Egasse-Braasch House historic property successfully meets one of the specified Historic-
Cultural Monument criteria: “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type
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specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction.” As a
significant Storybook style residential building designed by architect Jean L. Egasse, the
property qualifies for designation as a Historic-Cultural Monument based on these criteria.

BACKGROUND

At its meeting of February 7, 2013, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the
application under consideration. On March 7, 2013, the Cultural Heritage Commission toured
the subject property.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) REVIEW

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions
taken by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the
maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory
process involves procedures for protection of the environment.”

State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation,
conservation or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary
of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for
Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.”

The designation of the Egasse-Braasch House property as a Historic-Cultural Monument in
accordance with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”)
will ensure that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in
accordance with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent
significant impacts to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set
forth in the LAAC. Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the
historic significance and integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible
alterations and new construction and the demolition of irreplaceable historic structures. The
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards of Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC
and provide standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will
ensure the continued preservation of the subject property.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural
Monuments.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and
reconstruction of Historic buildings in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving Rehabilitating,
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings.
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SUMMARY

Built in 1923, this two-story, single family residence in Eagle Rock exhibits character-defining
features of the Storybook style. The subject building is irregular in plan and perched on hilly
terrain. The double-gabled roof is clad in asphalt tile with a curved roofline and contains a
central chimney. A covered walkway leads up to the entryway to a recessed entrance. The
main elevation features an 11-foot tall arched stained glass window flanked by smaller
elongated arched window openings. The stained glass features a lotus flower motif and this
decorative element is repeated in the tiles below the window and throughout the interior. The
subject building’s stucco exterior has wood trim and flagstone accents on walls and buttresses.
Windows are wood casement and leadlight. A distinct exaggerated arch design is features on
the driveway archway and on several exterior archways. A covered stairway runs between the
driveway and the subject building. The backyard area contains a gas barbeque set in stone.
Secondary buildings consist of a garage, workshop, carport and a barn. Significant interior
features include wood beamed ceilings, exterior balconies, relief murals, painted murals, and
built-in cabinetry. Landscaping includes a large oak tree and dense shrubbery.

The subject building was designed by architect Jean L. Egasse for local businessman Albert
Braasch and his wife Constance. Egasse’s design for the house was profiled by several
publications at the time for its unique design. His work appears to date mostly from the 1920s
and is located in Laguna Beach, CA. The subject building appears to be Egasse’s first full-scale
home building project. The subject property was sold by the Braasch family to Doug
McNaughton in 1979 who proceeded to rent the house out to various tenants, including Ben
Affleck and Matt Damon, who lived there in the 1990s while writing their award winning
screenplay for the film “Good Will Hunting”. The subject building is listed in Gehbard and
Winter’'s seminal “An Architectural Guidebook to Los Angeles.”

Additions include a studio room near the living room area from the 1940s and an additional
room on the second floor from 1997.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

FINDINGS
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that

the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.



HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION

MAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT Egasse»Braasch HOUS@

10, CONSTRUCTION DATE: 1002 FACTUAL: BSTIMATED: [ 3

11, ARCHITECT, DESIGNER, OR ENGINEER Jean L. Egasse, born in Paris, France, 1887

12, CONTRACTOR OR OTHER BUILDERJean L. Egasse

13. DATES OF ENCLOSED PHOTOGRAPHS 9/27/2012
(1 X1 BLACK AND WHITE GLOSSY AND 1 DIGTIAL £-MATLED TO CULTURAL HERITAGRE COM?\-USSION@LACE'I'Y.QRG)

14, CONDITION: | JEXCELLENT [ :GOOD W FAIR [ DETERIORATED || NO LONGER IN EXISTENCE

15. ALTERATIONS Kifchen has been added to over time (dates unknown). Most recently, kitchen cabinetry was

added in the 1980s,

Dormer room was added o second floor within the past approximately 10-15 years.

The studio room off the living room was added in the 1930s or 1940s,

16. THREATS TO SITE: 7] NONE KNOWN  [_| PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT | | VANDALISM [ | PUBLIC WORKS PROJECT

[} zoNNG [ OTHER

17. IS THE STRUCTURE: [ ON ITS ORIGINAL SITE [ MOVED [} UNKNOWN

SIGNIFICANCE

18. BRIEFLY STATE HISTORICAL AND/OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCI: INCLUDL DATES, EVIINTS, AND PERSON ASSOCIATED

WITH THE SITE {SEE ALSO SIGNIFICANCE WORK SHREET. 750 WORDS MAXIMUM IFF USING ADDITIONAL SHEETS)

See attachment #3.

19. SOURCES (LIST BOOKS, DOCUMENTS, SURVEYS, PERSONAL INTERVEIEWS WiTH pates)_California Southland, 12/1923 & 1/1924;

An Architectural Guidebook to Los Angeles, p.312, 20083; Images of America - Eagle Rock, p.30, 2009

www.huffingtonPost.com, 5/27/2011; Interviews: Doug McNaughton 2/2012, 5/2012; Doris Theilen 10/2012

20. DATE FORM PREPARED 11/5/2012 . PREPARER'S NAME Myanna and David Dellinger
ORGANIZATIONNIA STRFET ADDRESS 2327 Hill Drive
Ty Los Angeles sTATE CA  21p copE 90041 PHONE (323500 0624

E.MAIL ADDRESs: Myanna.deliinger @gmail.com

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
AFPLICATION



DESCRIPTION WORK SHEETY
TYPE OR HAND PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETTERS

THE Egasse-Braasch House IS A two STORY,
NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT : NUMBER OF STORIES
Storybook 9. lregular % AN residence

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE (SEE LINE § ABOVE) ’ PLAN SHAPE (Cilck 1o See Ghart) STRUCTURE USE (RESIDENCE, ETC)
WITH A stucco FINISH AND wood
MATERIAL (WQOD SLIDING, WOOD SHINGLES, BRICK, STUCCO, ETC) MATERIAL (WCOD, METAL, ETC.)
s 7.Offset Gable €3 ROOF IS asphalt tile ‘ wood ,
ROOF SHAPE (Click tv See Chart) MATERIAL (CLAY TILE, ASPHALT OR WOOD SHINGLES, ETC.) WINDOW MATERIAL
stained glass, leaded, arched, casement WINDOWS ARE PART OF THE DESIGN.

WINDOW TYPE [DOUBLE-HUNG (SLIDES UP & DOWN), CASEMENT (OPENS OUT), HORIZONTAL SLIDING, ETC]

THE ENTRY FEATURES A centered ,
DOCR LOCATION (RECESSED, CENTERED, OFF-CENTER, CORMER, ETC.}

11. Six or More Panels
ENTRY DOOR STYLE (Ciick 1o Ses Charl)

9 DOOR. ADDITIONAL CHARACTER DEFINING ELEMENTS

OF THE STRUCTURE ARE_1wo gables, gently curved slope roof, covered stairway from driveway,
IDENTIFY ORIGINAL FEATURES SUCH AS PORCHES (SEE CHART); BALCONIES; NUMBER AND SHAPE OF DORMERS (Click to Swe Char)

arched-covered-butiress-supported viewpoint, matching arched driveway entrance,
NUMBER AND LOCATION OF CHIMNEYS; SHUTTERS; SECONDARY FINISH MATERIALS; PARAPETS; METAL TRIM; DECORATIVE TILE OR CAST STONE; ARCHES;

multiple arched windows, cne central chimney, two front stained glass windows, roughly-hewn railings,
ORNAMENTAL WOODWORK; SYMMETRY OR ASYMMETRY; CORNICES; FRIEZES, TOWERS OR TURRETS; BAY WINDOWS; HALFTIMBERING; HORIZONTALLY;

flagstone accents on walls and butiresses.
VERTICALLY; FORMALITY OR INFORMALITY; GARDEN WALLS, ETC.

SECONDARY BUILDINGS CONSIST OF A Garage, workshop, carport and barn
IDENTIFY GARAGE; GARDEN SHELTER, ETC,

SIGNIFICANT INTERIOR SPACES INCLUDE __WWooden beamed ceilings, exterior village-look balcony and roof inside entryway
IDENTIFY ORIGINAL FEATURES SUCH AS WOOD PANELING; MOLDINGS AND TRIM; SPECIAL GLASS WINDGWS;

refiel murals, non-refief murals, carved beams and accents, buili-in rough shelves, benches and desks
ORNATE CEILINGS; PLASTER MOLDINGS; LIGHT FIXTURES; PAINTED DECORATION; CERAMIC TIME; STAIR BALUSTRADES; BUILT-IN FURNITURE, ETC.

IMPORTANT TANDSCAPING INCLUDES one large, leaning oak tree.
IDENTIFY NOTABLE MATURE TREES AND SHRUBS

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION



Myanna (formerly Marianne) and David Dellinger
2327 Hill Drive

Los Angeles, CA 90041

323-500-0624

myanna.dellinger@gmail.com

City of Los Angeles, HCM Application, Historical Significance Attachment #1
November 5, 2012

The Bgasse-Braasch House is important to the development of Los Angeles because it is a major
Jocal example of a Storybook house. This style was mainly popular for a short period of time in
the 1920s. Thus, not many Storybook houses are found in Los Angeles today, but the Egasse-
Braasch House is one of them. Further, the house is still very well-known by locals, showing
that it was and remains an important contribution to Eagle Rock and now Los Angeles.

The House was commissioned by a local Eagle Rock entrepreneur, Albert Braasch, and his wife
Constance. Architect Jean L. Egasse was hired to design and build the new house on the
foundation of what was originally a 19" century working farm. The house is located on one of
the highest points in the neighborhood and at the top of a hill on the property itself. It appears
majestic because of its style and location.

The exteriors of the House feature a European look. According to a quote by the architect in the
California Southland (December 1923): “In this particular instance, Norman lines, such as [those
which] were left by the descendants of the Vikings, following their peregrinations of an ante-
medieval period, were the main source of inspiration. Saxony and Northern Italy were also
borrowed from in carrying out the exterior. The curves and arches, although not symmetrical,
are geometrically related in order to create an ensemble of harmonious lines suggestive of
spiritual truths.”

The interiors of the house are heavily inspired by Northern Europe styles, in particular
Viking/Norman imagery. Parts of the interiors of the house appear as a Norman village with
balconies, exterior windows and roofs; all inside. As was noted about the house in the 2003 “An
Architectural Guidebook to Los Angeles,” one might expect “Hansel and Gretel to appear at any
moment.”

Albert’s wife, Constance, a popular music teacher and artist, added her own touches to the
interior with fanciful wall murals and sculptures, which are still intact. Ceiling murals depict
slightly overcast skies such as those typical in Northern Europe on a summer day. The murals
include 3D seagulls protruding from the ceiling and giant hand-carved, lotus-shaped wooden
light fixtures. The house also features a very large, original stained glass window visible from
the street, also with the lotus-inspired design favored by Constance. This design is repeated in
the entryway tiles.

The Egasse-Braasch House is thus an important example of what can be accomplished between
the close collaboration between owners willing to create their personal dream house and an
architect skillfully able to incorporate the landscape with the architecture of the structure.
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City of Los Angeles, HCM Application, Physical Description Attachment #2

The Egasse Norman Storybook House is a two-story residential structure with exteriors and
interiors featuring numerous arches, unusual angles and decorative wooden structures and
ornaments both inside and out.

The 2,200-square-foot Eagle Rock house sits at the top of approximately half an acre of sloped,
rocky hillside property which itself is located at the top of a hill. The plaster- and stucco-covered
house is highly visible from the surrounding area. It features a double-gabled, curved roofline
with asphalt tile roofing. Important to the style of the house is the numerous fairytale-style
arched windows and covered walkways. The house itself rests on a brick foundation. The
plumbing is, for the most part, original.

The Fastern covered patio and entryway rest on a buttress. The entrance to the house is located
at the top of a connected, covered, angled walkway with 24 steps. The arched storybook theme
is reflected in a covered arch over the entrance to the driveway. The interior entryway has a
French village look including “outside” windows, multiple shingled roofs and gables, a balcony
and outdoor-style Jamps, but all inside. The eniryway also features an 11-foot tall arched stained
 glass window with a lotus flower motif. This window is in good shape and is visible from far
away. The lotus motif repeats in the floor tiles below the window, on the mantle above the
fireplace, as well as several other places in the house.

The interior of the house features twelve uniquely designed rooms, each with varying angles and
ceiling heights. There are two bathrooms and four bedrooms; one bathroom and two bedrooms
upstairs as well as one bathroom and two bedrooms downstairs. Many windows are leaded.
Some are stained glass. Some are square, some are arched.

The living room features wood-beam ceilings, relief-sculptured decorative sconce lighting,
murals, flagstone-accented walls and a central fireplace. The dining room features a mural
depicting a seaside scene with 3D seagulls and a Viking ship in relief. There is another mural on
a high wall in a service room, also depicting a seaside scene. The entryway, living room and
dining room have several built-in bookcases, desks and shelves made from wood in a rough-
hewn style.

The two kitchen areas have been both altered and added to since the house was built. The
current style does not match the original design.

The backyard features an original gas BBQ set in stone and surrounded by a rock seating
arrangement. The front yard similarly makes extensive use of rock and flagstone in the two large
asymmetrical and sweeping stairs down towards the front gate.
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Los Angeles, CA 90041
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City of Los Angeles, HCM Application, Historical Significance Attachment #3

November 5, 2012

# 18: BRIEFLY STATE HISTORICAL AND/OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE:
INCLUDE DATES, EVENTS, AND PERSON ASSOCIATED WITH THE SITE:

Albert J. Braasch, the original owner, was a local entrepreneur who owned the A J. Braasch
Heating Company in Eagle Rock. Mr. Braasch was known to be a shrewd business man with a
stern personality, but was well liked in the nei ghborhood. His wife, Constance, was a
pianoteacher and artist. She conducted her piano lessons for children out of 2327 Hill Drive and
was known to be very smiling and friendly.

Albert Braasch hired architect Jean L. Egasse to design and build the house. Mr. Egasse was
born in France in 1887. By 1911, he was listed as a Land Workers General Student in England.
He married an Englishwoman in 1912 and they set sail for New York in Maich of that year.
They were in Los Angeles by the 1920 census. Research shows that at age 36, the 2327 Hill
Drive property was Mr. Egasse’s first full-scale home building project. In 1923-24, Mr. Egasse
was based in Eagle Rock and advertized “Architectural and Landscape Designs”. He was to
design and build a new dream house with inspiration from another era utilizing the foundation
and some materials of what was originally a 19" century working farm. Mr. Egasse was able to
complete this task successfully. In its January 1924 edition, the “California Southland” thus
described the work to be done by Egasse as “to design a house for a hillside as one would plan an
ornament for a crown or sword hilt; to make the hill a picture or a tapestry of houses and gardens
— this is the craft of Mr. J. L. Egasse who seems able to grasp the ensemble of a hillside and to
build his house and garden as a part of the landscape.” Mr. Egasse’s other known architectural
works are listed separately. It is noteworthy that his works were built in cities that later became
known to be artists’ communities such as Eagle Rock itself and Laguna Beach, California.

After the original owners passed away, their daughter, Constance Merritt, inherited the house.
She sold it to Doug McNaughton in 1979. Mr. McNaughton subsequently rented the house to
numerous renters, including Ben Affleck and Matt Damon, who lived in the house while writing
their Academy-Award-winning screenplay for Good Will Hunting (Best Screenplay, 1998).

The house is currently owned by David Dellinger, a Southern California native, and Myanna
Dellinger, who is originally from Denmark.
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City of Los Angeles, HCM Application, Historical Significance

Attachment #3

Jean L. Egasse’s other known architectural works:

Year | Location Description

1923 2191 Ocean “The Ark” is a historic Moss Street oceanfront home. This
Way, Laguna extraordinary example of the Arts and Crafts style is on the city of
Beach, CA Laguna Beach’s list excellent rated homes. Circa 1923, and designed
92651 by [Jean] Egasse, the home retains all of its integrity, charm, and

whimsical style. The home includes three bedrooms, a loft, and a
separate guest house over the garage, private access to the sand, and
great views. Spectacular ocean and coastline views.

1925 | 5320 Hilltop "Hilltop Castle" was originally part of the McCaste Estate, designed
Road, Los by Jean L. Egasse in 1925, the owners subdivided the land in 1926.
Angeles, CA The picturesque hideaway is a wonderful example of the Storybook
90041 style; with its quirky archways, tarreted foyer, cathedral ceiling and

"English-meets-California-native" garden.

1926 | 1280 N.Coast | A very unique eclectic three-story house with Normandy Revival
Hwy, Laguna influence, the house features an irregular plan with a multi-gabled and
Beach, CA multi-turreted profile. The various wings of the house are defined by
92651 individual projections and turrets all staggered at various intervals.

The main entry is on a corner angle beneath an angled bay projection
and adjacent to a two-story rounded bay with two levels of long
rectangular windows of which the upper set have got high arches.
Windows are of varying sizes and heights, but all are multi-paned.

1927 | 305 Forest Ave, | The Jahraus Building, also known as the South Coast News or
Laguna Beach, | Eschbach building. This Normandy Revival building was constructed
CA 92651 as the headquarters of the South Coast News, the newspaper’s home

for 45 years (1927-72).

1927 | 384 Forest The Laguna Beach Lumber Company, now a restaurant: a folktale
Avenue, Norman-styled building with wide, rounded eaves and gables.
Laguna Beach,

CA 92651
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, the founding president of

the Eagle Rock Valley Historical Society,
and all who made this book possible

by their vears af dedicated collection and
preservation of Edgle Rock’s history,

To Hemy Welc



i v Home. The Duffys purchased this Spand i ryle reside
| Dtive, after becomning one of the most influential couples in Eagle Roek, The son of @ blacksinid,
Dty once rold a banker who dismissed him thae be would owa the Edwards and Wildey Building -
Hie Jater pischased and renamed the building, His vivacious wife, Eleanor, became a ubiguitous
. preserice at own gatherings, She taught dance and ran a nightelub and was a force m the politics
spen. {Conrtesy of the Secutity Pacific Cottection, Los Angeles Public Library)

Ma Cagrre, Albert Brojscl was a successful hearing nmnufacturer. He anad his wile, Constance, were
“able toindulge their fascination wits German culruee by building this andd several ather houses on
4 Jaree propesty on Hill Drive in faneasy style, The incerior derails and a large stalred-ghass witndow
carry through this theme. Comstanee i remerabered by many a5 the neighborhood piano reacher.
“A{Courresy Security Pacific Collection, Los Angeles Public Library)
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. David: Gebhird, historian -
: ';ﬁmﬁer McCoy, critic
 Tem Ouwen, librarian
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- a2, Eagle _chk_-?laygma&
_ Clubhouse, 1553 7 °
iR L.Egasse) o Richard . Negtrz

2327 Hill Drive. - ' and Associates
Fhie {Dion Neutra)
1200 Eagle Vista Ot

e gencral impression is
“medieval (of some sort) uail -
*you sée i'h"c'f_z'i']r.oopin & swags of A Newera house énlatgt
dHe stucca at the poine of the frone International Style b
soften been 7 gable. Fansel and Grétel appeat. unexpected in this ate
ibnted:s Treing ). Gill 0 The architect satd of his house :
elrhiough e of the derails S0 char “Inthis.particular instance,
siggest hiswork. © 0 0 Norman tines, such as were
o : left by the descendanss of dye
Vikings, fellowing cheir perepri-
nation of an ate-medicval
period, wete the maln source
of inspitation” (California Sereth-
kendd, December 1923}, A double
stone archway {one for people,
ane for auros) provides entrance
. w0 the gardun. As you ascend
the hill, you pass chrough a
serfes of arches leading w the
front terrace,




'Good Will Hunting' House tn Eagle Rock 11/5/12 8:02 AM

November 5, 2002

woir LOS ANGELES REAL ESTATE

'Good Will Hunting' House In Eagle Rock

The Huffington Post Lucy Biodgett First Posted: 05/27/11 12:40 PMET Updated: 07/27/11 06:12 AMET

share this story 25
;! {f}}ﬂtii{e : 65 people like this. Be the first WSWZ
R of your friends.
_ _ 21
o .

Via Curbed LA: Calling all cinephites! A piece of LA film history has hit the real estate market -- and it comes with a price chop, This is
the house where Ben Affleck (an Occidental College alum) and Matt Damon lived while writing the script for their Academy Award
winning film, "Good Will Hunting." Originally, the farmland was purchased by Eagle Rock picneer, Albert Brasch who commissioned
architect Jean L. Egasse to desigh the "chalet" iike property.

In 1923, shorily after the home was built, California Southland stated, *To design a house for a hillside as one would plan an ornament
for a crown or sword hilt; to make the hill a picture or a tapestry of houses and gardens—this is the craft of J.L.. Egasse who seems able
to grasp the ensemble of a hillside and fo build his house and garden as a part of the landscape." The four bedroom, two bathroom
property features fireplaces, crown molding, stone floors, a detached garage, and treetop views. The Hansel and Gretelstyle house
was also anthologized by the "Los Angeles: An Architectural Guide.”

Photos courtesy of the official listing with Michael Locke at Keller Williams Realty- Los Faliz.

W HIGHLIGHTS |
people have highlighted this!
Huzzah! This text has been highlighted.

Highlights is a new way to discover the most interesting text on Huffington Post!

iSee All Hightights!
{+Hightight this!]

htep:/ fwww. huffingtonpost.com/2011/05/27 fgood-will-hunting-house_n_867796.htm|7view=print&comm_ref="false Page L of 1
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LFor frent atiDed Max, on the coast |
wlevard hear:.Sun  Diege, bpd Lay
&la, on . main. line :of Santa: Fe. i
fodern -convenienges, - very Cattract
wly: . furnished, - Throe bed  rooms,
rvants’room, - Hiving . xaom,, 18x30,
mwl_ng'z-_\'Nondcrh_ﬁix“vig*.w ‘of -twio Janiles
of - beach and - houldvard. Brautiful
Japanese gorden, cpool, | plass - en-
closed Ten House, double gaenge. 300 1
ards 1o Stratlord “lnn, beach and i
Emth “housie: - Finest winter and. sum- |
muor oclimatd  in CAmerien, o dding.
golf, tennia, Jee or ‘Telephone ™

i
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waractor of “the - historic
have withstood the test of
heir stability, dignity and
ands the lately com-
Boulevard, Eagle
Brash, which was bulll and
L. 'Bgasse, California. Com-
al outlook " of the rollmg
changing panorana-of the
‘been -erected on & knoll

n San

h
7 Rafael hills: .
ceation bias been the juspiratior
uction of 2 variety of landscape
' ¥ tying the house to its environ-
mint: by sweeping architectural roof lines and
emely. interesii

aliamount of eé-operation in
ved-ddens in regard
Mr: Egasse way enabled
) petmeating cons's-

done mostly by hand and under the influgnce of
the guilds. An old house of ne partieslar
aditien formed the foundation for the new
“structure, and the planting that was already
.onthe grounds was used to advantage in Blend-
_'n%-the new with the old.

“In this day of so many mediocre houses that
Iaek beauty and-fine form, one stops to ans lvze
» cause for the thrill and the feeling of satis.
iction that are aroused by the study of this
fine example of hillside architevture, the lnes
‘of which seem to be mellowed by the cli-
routic .effect of years, The walls are subdued
in color, but the values of dark and Hght are
el} distributed and form a sustained pattern,
The geometrical forms echo and re-echo one
dnother as well as partake of the contour in the
lf:a;c:_kgz‘cund' of the foothills, Quoting  Mr.

ticalar instance, Norman lines,
were 1eft by the deseendants of the

ngs; following their peregrinations of an
teimedineval period, were the main source of
thepivation.  Saxony and Northern Haly were
tse horrowed from in carrying out the ex.
dor. © The curves and arches, although not
wymetvical, are all geomeir.cally related, in
o create an ensemble of harmonious
wepestive of spivitual truths.”

Tou frimid povrn Fiaale $hot o hanes Hilra thic wmisht

arched openings

sentiment that inspired the '
when building was

i

The effect gained is that of a house that

sgems to spring from the ground its With
definite purpose the lines of the house are

visibly related to the strect, by the simtlarity
of angles in the house Lo those in the entrance
gate. The relationship of house and enviren-
ment is shown by the Hines in the canopied
stairway that eche the curves of the hills by a
series of arches that jead from the side of the
house to the garage sl the Turther end of the
driveway.

The archway pives the keyvnote to the archi-
tectural treatment of the heme. Tt has been a
sincere adaptation of the present waler m ls
and farm hou along the Northern Buropesn
rivers that were originally mspired by the
relics left by the early Normans, The fne
proportions satisly, hecause they were buils to
withstand the incemencies of the weather,
while the insertion of the flat rocks in the un-
even plaster work suggest the age tone that is
a source of beaoty in old buildings.

On the Basgt are big cedars, the dark magses
of which balance theose of the pines on the
West, The hillside has been graded and made
purposely irregular to attain a rustic appear-
ance, while in these spaces have been planted
numearous varieties of cacti and desert shrubg
that contribute to a Southern aspect.  Holly-

hnaabre matinae and wecne nva alunbed aé

[T

“fouch of mosgim
the ledge of rocks, oui'of which th
. were taken, a  wild growth of Cherok
arches its rambling bravches upon th
tha ivy covered siobe,
sions. are cub oub of that ledge and ¥
woniling path toward the wost éntrance.
these. intersect, in frong .of the house, th
a2 slight dip that gives the idea of a
creux”,
worlk ig:Yike the work of the ancient do
imenhir, thus: fymg the whole convept
tengwork to the druidic period. The ha
thus made to appear as if cub out of =

RS

el

rown stanes. Onthe

Steps ol uneven

The arrangement of the ent

I

|
l
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eating cons’s-

m\%pnul the'

d{me mmt]x by hand amd under the influence of
the . guil of - no partietlar
tradition “formed the foundation for the new
siructure, and the -planting that was already
on the grounds was used to advantage in blend-
ing the new awith the eld.
In this dag- ol so many mediccere hovuses that
beatity and fine forml one stops to analyze
the cause-forithe thrill and the feeling of satis-
faction that are:. aroused by
fine - example ol hillsi ecture, the Miies
of which s m. 0. be mellowed by the cli-
~ofyears. The walls are subdued
T, but the values of dark.and light are
rell” dlsmbuted and form a sustained pattern,
“'The ‘geometrical forms echo and re-echo one
anotheras:well as:partake of the contour in the
nd:of the i'oothxlls‘ Quoting My,

-tiis particular mstmw, Nomman lines,

uch g weve left by the descendants of the
ikings, following, their peregrinations of an
te-nediadval period, were the main source of
i iy ‘and Northern Italy were

3 out the ex-

Fa , are all geometrically related, in
order o tpeate an ensemble of haJ nonious
ines suggestive of spivitual truths.
In fact, one feels that a house like this mxght
ppesLr on any hillside,:in any country, for
standing in 1t°, porticoes or on its step Jedpes
“one taight be in any land, The reason for this
s. that, the. builder, saturated with the craft.
smanship of the anuenl, workmen personaily,
“was enahled $0-give a-quality to the tumning of
avery beam and to the shaping of every stone
and Lo tl ; p; of every wall

he study of this

The effect gained is that of a house thatl
seems to spring from the ground iself, With
doim te purpose the lines of the house are

isibly related to the street, by The similarity
of angles in the house fo those in the entrance
gate. The relationship ef house and enviren-
ment is shown by the lines In the canopied
stairway that echo the curves of the hilis by a
gseries of arches that lead from the gide of the
house to the garage at the further end of the
driveway.

The archway gives the keynote to the archi-
tectural treatment of the home. It has been a
sincere adaptation of the present water mils
angd farm houses along the Northern Buropean
rivers that were originally inspired by the
relies left by the early Normans. The fine
proportiony satisfy, because they were built {o
withstand the inclemencies of the weather,
while the insertion of the fat rocks in the un-
even plaster work suggest the age tope that is
a source of beauty in oid buildings,

On the Bast ave b'g cedars, the dark masses
of which balance those of the pines on the
West. The hillside has been graded and made
purposely irregular to attain a rustic appear-
ance, while in these spaces have been ;J%antcd
numerous varieties of vacti wnd desert shrubs
that conlribuwie to a Southern aspect. IHolly
hoeks, petun’as and roses are planted at ran-
dom among the rocks, along w.th wild goose-
berry, rhus and sumach.

Az one ascends the seemingly time-worn
steps, towards the entrance of the house, the
wide spreading valley bevond quickly unfolds,
The steps are made of hexvy flag stones, in the
joints of which Korean grass grows and
spreads its tufty knobs, rendering a gquait

Gearhart
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An ldégl_;;_Schoai for Young Women
- Cwmnock School

COLLEGE WORK IN THE FOLLOWING

‘COURSES:
Voeal Interpretation of Literature

Literary Appreciation Story Telling
Public §peaking Journatism
Dramatics Short-Story
Voiee and Diction Dancing
Frenth Psychology

Art and Art Appreciation
An aeccredited High School and Junior Schoul

under same management

HELEN A. BROOKS, Director
5353 West Third Street
Telephone 433-744

Los Angeles
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Potala at Fhasa, Tibet "Oh, East is East, and Wc-sl is West,
)

And pevor the twain skall meet,
A, 121650 N T ecarth and sky atand pr n-\mllly

Al Gog's greal Judgorent seat’-—Kipling.
M ysticism

Access to Lhasa, the “F«}rhldden City” of Tibet, gained
less than twenty years ago, disclosed the greal Monastery of
Potala. This majestic building with its vast sloping walls
broken only in the upper paris by straight rows of many win-
dows, its flat roofs ab many levels, crowns a hill and is seem-
ingly a part of it. Elght to twelve stories in height, it provides
chambers for over 10,000 priests. Summuntmg all is the great
Red Palace with #s gol& roofs and pavilions in Chinese style,
the residence of the Dalai Lama, spiritual and temaporal ruler
of Tibet, worshipped by the people, and, behwed by them to be
the: Iwmg incarnation of Buddha. -

The Architecture of- the Potala was mﬁuenced by that of the
two gréat countries lying to the north and to the south, China
and Indla. It expressed in a bold, primitive way the religion
and mysticism so essentially a part of the life of the people.

The heauty of the Asié&ic style, with its intricate forms and
details, its color and weird fantasy, offers wonderful mspiration
to the modern architect,
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THE ART OF J. L. EGASSE

BRADFORD PERIN, PROPRIETOR.

THE

HOME

OF A, 3. DRASH, i"}-xtxl,‘h ROCK. F. L. BGASSH, HILLSIDE

LCHITECT

was illustrated more fully in the last number of this magazine, but |
the transformation farmishes food for serious thought by our lnml
builders and architects,
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EAPE MRS, CONSTARCE ARAABCE Vra, L, J.)
SIE WAL Drive :

“Mrs, Braasch was born in Wisconsin and moved to Hinneapolis
Shats - very early age and was raised and r@cclved her education there,
CAftev her marriage she setiled in Ban ¥rancisco. This was before
" the. earthquake. “Constance Braasch Merriitt was born there. After
Lhe_earthquake the family moved to Oregon and raised pears. Pears
" geemed to be the thing then, so they ralsea pears on their ranch.
Jater they moved %o Loronﬂ and. raised oranges. This did not prove
:succe ssful, One patch on the vanch of alfalfa was profitable thougl
Mre. Braagsch gave piano lessons while she was there. USome years
ater on she eturned from Bagle Rock to bher pupils in Corona: every
aturéay.- The family finally came to Eagle Rock in 1914 acquiring
2 house . of several dcres, two to six maybe at Broadway and Colorado
“Here they had an apricot orchard. They ‘paid 3000 dollars for this:
‘ranch and subsequently bold it for $6000 usmng the noney to purchas

First they 11ved on a £arm which Nr Braasch clcverly convcrted :
“1nto an attractive living room and comfortable quarters. He built

i 1d and vented several homes on the property, sold lots from
The first home was 1970 Hill Drive, now 2327,

o s Merritt, the daughter lived in one of the homes which was
g.descrmbed B havmng much marble. There was a f£ine contractor. Mr,
“Braasch employed and was most gratified that the men carried out
the work most artistically ﬂccordlng to.Mr, Braasch's 1nstruct10ns.'
-Hzlltop Road was put through to give access to various houses. “Me. -
.~ Braasch Went. into the furnace business and worked with heatlng the
corchards (smudge pots etc.) With the building going on in Eagle
'QRock during this ers’ ‘he found much employment.,

Ry There were. Just dirt roads in this area at this. time. The'
1present Colorado and. Hill Drive were dirt roadsil My, C. W. Young N
was: responsible for the paving of Hill Drive using the bed of the
old. dirt road with its thstlng curves as it was. Mrs., Braasch .
_remembers this well. .Mr. Young also planted the trees, palms and
‘others. She mentioned the Taylor family and their estate at
271 Colorado Boulevard. A child of this family was omne of her
L @113. ©The Taylors owned a wheat mill on San Fernando. Thisg
-niestate replaced no by the Glen-rock Car Wash.,

: qu Braasch's earliest r601ta15 of her pianco st udents were
-_gmven in a small b ilding at Occidental Collepe that has been gone. .
for many years, These students were, thoge from Corona who

formed the nucleuys from which the T Iornlno Club was founded

an organlyatlon of accomplished muscicians which still exists toda3
AAugust 1870,

5 Mrm. Braasch has taught music most ®f her life retiring only

two years ago: The merrygoround of the intersection of Bagle Rocl .
and Colorado Boulevards was built sometime after she arrived. Botl:
- 'ghe and ber family had a close friendship with Colonel Suydan, . She
cremembers him as an acmy man recruiting and {raining local men .inte
“the socalled home guards, They drilled at the area of the Eagle

“Rock and Colorado before the circular waiting station known as the

CiMerrygoround was built, The purpose of the home gua: ru;wasjto tral}“
ﬂTfmen militarily to protect the local area during Wi War
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