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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  
 LOU EHLER’S CADILLAC  
 
REQUEST:  Declare the building a Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
APPLICANT: The La Brea-Hancock Homeowner’s Association 
 618 South Mansfield Avenue 
 Los Angeles, CA  90036 
  
OWNER: Ehlers Investment Co./Sonic Group 
 5151 Wilshire Blvd 
    Los Angeles, CA  90036 
 
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
may warrant further investigation. 

 

2. Adopt the report findings. 
 
S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP 
Director of Planning 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
   
Janet Hansen, Deputy Manager   
Office of Historic Resources   
 
 

Prepared by: 
 

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]   
 ________________________ 
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 
 
Attachments: May 27, 2008 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
 ZIMAS Report 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

DATE: July 17, 2008 
TIME: 11:00 AM 
PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010 
 200 N. Spring Street 
 Los Angeles, CA  90012 

CASE NO.: CHC-2008-2749-HCM 
 
Location: 5151 Wilshire Blvd. 
Council District: 4 
Community Plan Area: Wilshire 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Greater Wilshire 
Legal Description: Lot 281 of MB 54-52 or TR 
5049 
 



5151 Wilshire Blvd. 
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SUMMARY 
 
Located on Wilshire Boulevard, this commercial building exhibits character-defining features of 
Mid-century Modern style architecture, consisting of an automobile showroom and large 
signage.  The two-story subject building has a flat roof and is L-shaped in plan.  The primary 
façade facing the street is symmetrically composed.  On three elevations, it includes large open 
glass windows on the ground floor, square steel supports, and a flat window-less façade above 
a squared overhanging steel canopy.  The unadorned upper section contains bolt-on block 
letters spelling “Lou Ehlers” and cursive letters spelling “Cadillac.”  Exterior is clad in a brick 
textured finish.  Windows are floor to ceiling fixed pane windows on main elevation and steel 
and glass casement windows on secondary elevations.  The rear portion of the subject building 
contains a two-story service department.     
  
The proposed Lou Ehlers Cadillac historic monument was constructed in 1955 as an automobile 
showroom and garage.  It was designed by the architectural firm of Stiles Clements, the later 
incarnation of the notable firm of Morgans, Walls & Clements, responsible for the design of 
several landmarks in the City.  The subject building was built as a branch factory outlet for the 
Cadillac Motor Division of General Motors.  In 1965, Cadillac sold the business to its namesake 
Ehlers and Thomas. 
 
The subject building may be significant as an example of a Mid-century Modern style 
automobile showroom and for its possible association with the development and growth of the 
automobile and auto industry in Los Angeles.    
 
Alterations to the building include the partial demolition in 2008 of a flat steel canopy that 
extended from the main building.              
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property is significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 



 Historic-Cultural Monument 

Application

TYPE OR PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETTERS 

Identification

1. name of proposed monument   ___  Lou Ehlers Cadillac   _____                       _

2. street address  ___  5151  W. Wilshire Boulevard                                                  _

city  ___Los Angeles ________zip code  ____90036   council district  _                  4                             _

assessor’s parcel no.                               5507-022-016                                        _

3. complete legal description:   tract _ Tract No. 5049, as per Map filed in Book 54, Page 52 of Maps, _

in  the Office of the County Recorder of Los Angeles County.             _

     Block          N/A                  _Lot(s)       281 and 282   _   arb. no.                      N/A                       _

range of addresses on property 5151 thru 5199 W.  Wilshire Boulevard,  673 thru 699 S. Orange _

Drive, 670 thru 698 S. Sycamore Avenue and 5150 thru 5198 W. Carling Way         _

4. present owner      Ehlers Investment Group (Sonic Group is new owner)  ___

street address __ 5151 W. Wilshire Boulevard                         _

city   Los Angeles state   CA zip code   90036    phone_   (310) 358-7800      _

owner is:     private  X          __public                                                _

5. present use _ Automobile Dealership      original use _    Same                     _

Description

6. architectural style  ___   Late Moderne                       _

7. state present physical description of the site or structure (see optional description worksheet)

     (see description worksheet)         _         _ 

                    _    _          _     _

            _     _     _                 _    _

               _      _     

_                _       

_                             _

_               _

                              _ 

historic-cultural monument  

application 



Historic-Cultural Monument

Application

Name of Proposed Monument        Lou Ehlers Cadillac    

10. construction date: factual _            1955                 _estimated                                     _

11. architect , designer, or engineer: _ Stiles Clements           _

12. contractor or other builder: _  George W. Carter Company          _

13. dates of enclosed photographs _                June 1, 2008                            _

14. condition:   excellent       good  fair      deteriorated       no longer in existence 

15. alterations:   Showroom remodeled, partial demolition of building         _

      _                                                                    _

16. threats to site  none known    private development  vandalism  public works project 

17. is the structure  on its original site   moved  unknown 

significance

18. briefly state historical and/or architectural importance; include dates, events, and persons associated 

with site (see optional significance worksheet)  Lou Ehlers Cadillac was originally built in 1955 as a        _ 

branch factory outlet for the Cadillac Motor Division of GM, with the main Los Angeles location being  _ 

 what later became Thomas Cadillac on 7
th

 Street (Demolished).  The building was designed by Stiles       _

 Clements, who was the remaining partner of the iconic firm, Morgan, Walls and Clements.  Clements used        

a subdued Moderne style that was suggestive of the quiet elegance that Cadillac projected for their     _  

cars.  At the time it was built it was one of the most modern auto dealerships in the United States, inclu-   _

 ding a two-story service department, which was only topped at the time by the Downtown building                 _ 

(Thomas), which was seven stories tall.  Cadillac sold the businesses to Ehlers and Thomas, respectively, 

in 1965.  The Lou Ehlers building is one of only a handful of surviving Post World War II auto dealership_ 

 buildings that survive relatively intact today.  It is also a design by one of Los Angeles most noted       _ 

 architects, who, along with his partners, were responsible for much of the historic construction design        

along Wilshire Boulevard.               _

19. sources (list books, documents, surveys, personal interviews with dates) Los Angeles City Building permits per        _ 

attached*,  LA County assessors records, recorded deeds,  US Census Records, Los Angeles Times articles.      _          

* only the original construction permits are here so far.              _

20. date form prepared  May 27, 2008_ preparer’s name   Charles J. Fisher      for      Fred Pickel, President     _

 organization  The La Brea-Hancock Homeowner’s Assn. street address 618 South Mansfield Avenue

               city Los Angeles state _CA   zip code   90036 phone  _(323) 937-7920 (Pickel)  or (323) 256-3593  (C. Fisher)

  E-mail address: _____fred@wilshirenergy.com and    arroyoseco@hotmail.com          _

historic-cultural monument  

application



DESCRIPTION WORK SHEET

type or print in all capital block letters 

the _  Lou Ehlers Cadillac  _ is a  __  ___             2      story,
                                                                         name of proposed monument                                                                                                                                                         number of stories 

   Late Moderne   _,   _  l-shaped  plan   automobile dealership building  _
                   architectural  style  (see liine 8 above)                                                          plan shape   (see chart)                                                                          structure use (residence, etc)   

with a          brick textured      _ finish and                  steel                      trim.
material (wood siding, wood shingles, brick, stucco, etc                                                                                                                                                  material (wood, metal, etc.)   

its    flat roof is    covered with rolled composition  .              glass and steel                 ,
                         roof shape (see chart))                                                                            material (clay tile, asphalt or wood shingles                                                                      WINDOW MATERIAL

    large fixed pane windows                              are part of the design. 
window type [double hung (slides up & down), casement (opens out), horizontal sliding, etc]                             

the entry features a two flat glass and steel doors surrounded by large fixed pane windows    . _
                                                                                                                          door location (recessed, centered, off-center, corner, etc.)

with a _ steel with glass insert double  door. Additional character defining elements 
                                    entry door style (see chart) 

of the structure are  A flat surface two-story windowless square façade above a squared flat       _

steel awning that extends over the front sidewalk.  A row of floor to ceiling fixed pane windows is   _
number and location of chimneys; shutters; secondary finish materials; parapets; metal trim; decorative tile or cast stone; arches;  

located below the awning, giving a full view into the auto showroom.  The upper wall is adorned with_
ornamental woodwork; symmetry or asymmetry; cornices; friezes; towers or turrets; bay windows; halftimbering; horizontality;  

 bolt-on block letters saying “Lou Ehlers” and a bolt-on script “Cadillac”.  A  flat steel canopy       _ 
verticality; formality or informality; garden walls, etc. 

extends to the left of the main building (demolished july 3, 2008).  The remainder of the L-shaped           _

 structure is punctuated with steel and glass casement windows with service entries punctuating       _
additional defining elements 

East, North (rear) and South sides of the building.  A built-in flower bed is located at the front of the showroom 

additional defining elements

along the sidewalk.  The showroom façade is supported by Square columns between every third window .   At the  _

additional defining elements

 rear part of the building is a two-story service department which enables the structure to be of a uniform            _ 

additional defining elements 

height.  The entire structure has a minimalist design with no non-functioning detailing added.          _

additional defining elements

                      _

additional defining elements

secondary buildings consist of   There are no secondary buildings      _
     identify garage; garden shelter, etc.  

significant interior spaces include   No interior descriptions are available  Showroom has been _ _
                                            Identify ooriginal features  such as wood paneling; moldings and trim, special glass windows,  

 Altered and the service bay area is rather typical in sesign.           _
ornate ceilings; plaster moldings; light fixtures; painted decoration; ceramic tile; stair balustrades; built-in furniture, etc.

                    _ 
identify notable mature trees and shrubs 

historic-cultural monument application



c  i  t  y    o  f    l  o  s     a  n  g  e  l  e  s 

Significance Work Sheet 

type or hand print in all capital block letters 

Complete One or Both of the Upper and Lower Portions of This Page 

Architectural Significance 

the _  Lou Ehlers Cadillac                 is an important example of 
                           name of proposed monument 

_   Late Moderne       _____                  architecture
                           Architectural style (see line 8) 

and meets the cultural heritage ordinance because of the high quality of its design and the retention 

of its original form, detailing and integrity. 

Historical Significance 

The _ Lou Ehlers Cadillac  _ was built in _            1955 _ _              _
Name of proposed monument        year built 

  Stile Clements and Post War Modernism                     was important to the 
Name of first or other significant owner         

development of Los Angeles because  Stiles Clements was the surviving partner of the oldest and one of       _

the most successful architectural firms in Los Angeles.  The firm of Morgan Walls and Clements designed a          _

large variety of commercial buildings in the Los Angeles area, a good number of which are listed as Los Angeles  _

Historic Cultural Monuments.  None of these HCMs represent the firm’s Post WWII work,   however, the Ehlers    _

Displays the quality of design and integrity that makes it eligible for HCM status.   originally built in 1955 as a

what later became Thomas Cadillac on 7
th

 Street (Demolished).  It was built as branch factory outlet for           _

the Cadillac Motor Division of GM, with the main Los Angeles location being Clements used a subdued Moderne _ 

style that was suggestive of the quiet elegance that Cadillac projected for their cars.  At the time it was built it 

was one of the most modern auto dealerships in the United States, including a two-story service department,        _ 

which was only topped at the time by the Downtown building (Thomas), which was seven stories tall.  Cadillac      _ 

sold the businesses to Ehlers and Thomas, respectively, in 1965.  The Lou Ehlers building is one of only a               _ 

handful of surviving Post World War II auto dealership buildings that survive relatively intact today.  Los            _ 

Angeles most noted architects, who, along with his partners, were responsible for much of the historic                 _

construction design along Wilshire Boulevard.  The original use of the facility by Cadillac itself is also                _

important as this was part of a Cadillac policy at the time, in which by purchasing from a factory outlet, the          _

client would in fact be dealing directly with the factory on both the design of his or her particular car.  This       _ 

marketing technique was abandoned in the mid 60’s, which is why Cadillac sold the two local outlets in 1965.       _

Lou Ehlers had previously operated two major GM franchises in Wisconsin prior to moving to California.                _

historic-cultural monument  

application 

A n d / o r





City of Los Angeles
Department of City Planning

06/05/2008
PARCEL PROFILE REPORT

The contents of this report are bound by the User Agreement as described in the Terms and Conditions of this website. For more details, please refer to the Terms & Conditions link located at http://zimas.lacity.org.

PROPERTY ADDRESSES
5151 W WILSHIRE BLVD
673 S ORANGE DR

ZIP CODES
90036

RECENT ACTIVITY
None

CASE NUMBERS
CPC-1986-823-GPC
ORD-59577
ORD-165331-SA2010
AFF-2741
AFF-11927

Address/Legal Information
PIN Number: 135B181   919
Area (Calculated): 23,104.0 (sq ft)
Thomas Brothers Grid: PAGE 633 - GRID D2
Assessor Parcel Number: 5507022016
Tract: TR 5049
Map Reference: M B 54-52
Block: None
Lot: 281
Arb (Lot Cut Reference): None
Map Sheet: 135B181

Jurisdictional Information
Community Plan Area: Wilshire
Area Planning Commission: Central
Neighborhood Council: Greater Wilshire
Council District: CD 4 - Tom LaBonge
Census Tract #: 2110.00
LADBS District Office: Los Angeles Metro

Planning and Zoning Information
Special Notes: None
Zoning: C4-2D
Zoning Information (ZI): ZI-1826
General Plan Land Use: Community Commercial
Plan Footnote - Site Req.: See Plan Footnotes
Additional Plan Footnotes: Wilshire
Specific Plan Area: None
Design Review Board: No
Historic Preservation Review: No
Historic Preservation Overlay Zone: None
Other Historic Designations: None
Other Historic Survey Information: None
Mills Act Contract: None
POD - Pedestrian Oriented Districts: None
CDO - Community Design Overlay: None
Streetscape: No
Sign District: No
Adaptive Reuse Incentive Area: None
CRA - Community Redevelopment Agency: None
Central City Parking: No
Downtown Parking: No
Building Line: 5
500 Ft School Zone: No
500 Ft Park Zone: No

Assessor Information
Assessor Parcel Number: 5507022016
Parcel Area (Approximate): 44,779.7 (sq ft)
Use Code: 2600 - Auto Service Body and

Fender Repair
Assessed Land Val.: $2,995,129
Assessed Improvement Val.: $1,419,519
Last Owner Change: 12/30/86
Last Sale Amount: $2,000,020
Tax Rate Area: 67
Deed Reference No.: 1832253
Building 1:
  1. Year Built: 1955
  1. Building Class: Not Available



The contents of this report are bound by the User Agreement as described in the Terms and Conditions of this website. For more details, please refer to the Terms & Conditions link located at http://zimas.lacity.org.

  1. Number of Units: 0
  1. Number of Bedrooms: 0
  1. Number of Bathrooms: 0
  1. Building Square Footage: 49,277.0 (sq ft)
Building 2:
  2. Year Built: Not Available
  2. Building Class: Not Available
  2. Number of Units: 0
  2. Number of Bedrooms: 0
  2. Number of Bathrooms: 0
  2. Building Square Footage: 0.0 (sq ft)
Building 3:
  3. Year Built: Not Available
  3. Building Class: Not Available
  3. Number of Units: 0
  3. Number of Bedrooms: 0
  3. Number of Bathrooms: 0
  3. Building Square Footage: 0.0 (sq ft)
Building 4:
  4. Year Built: Not Available
  4. Building Class: Not Available
  4. Number of Units: 0
  4. Number of Bedrooms: 0
  4. Number of Bathrooms: 0
  4. Building Square Footage: None
Building 5:
  5. Year Built: Not Available
  5. Building Class: Not Available
  5. Number of Units: 0
  5. Number of Bedrooms: 0
  5. Number of Bathrooms: 0
  5. Building Square Footage: 0.0 (sq ft)

Additional Information
Airport Hazard: None
Coastal Zone: None
Farmland: Area not Mapped
Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone: No
Fire District No. 1: 100FT_STRIP
Fire District No. 2: Yes
Flood Zone: None
Hazardous Waste / Border Zone Properties: No
Methane Hazard Site: Methane Zone
High Wind Velocity Areas: No
Hillside Grading: No
Oil Wells: None
Alquist-Priolo Fault Zone: No
Distance to Nearest Fault: 4.29842 (km)
Landslide: No
Liquefaction: No

Economic Development Areas
Business Improvement District: None
Federal Empowerment Zone: None
Renewal Community: No
Revitalization Zone: None
State Enterprise Zone: None
Targeted Neighborhood Initiative: None

Public Safety
Police Information:
  Bureau: West
  Division / Station: Wilshire
  Report District: 724
Fire Information:
  District / Fire Station: 61
  Batallion: 18
  Division: 2
  Red Flag Restricted Parking: No



CASE SUMMARIES
Note: Information for Case Summaries is Retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) Database.

The contents of this report are bound by the User Agreement as described in the Terms and Conditions of this website. For more details, please refer to the Terms & Conditions link located at http://zimas.lacity.org.

Case Number: CPC-1986-823-GPC
Required Action(s): GPC-GENERAL PLAN/ZONING CONSISTENCY (AB283)
Project Description(s): AB-283 PROGRAM - GENERAL PLAN/ZONE CONSISTENCY - WILSHIRE AREA-

COMMUNITY WIDE ZONE CHANGES AND COMMUNITY PLAN CHANGES TO BRING
THE ZONING INTO CONSISTENCY WITH THE COMMUNITY PLAN. INCLUDES
CHANGES OF HEIGHT AS NEEDED. REQUIRED BY COURT AS PART OF
SETTLEMENT IN THE HILLSIDE FEDERATION LAWSUIT

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
ORD-59577
ORD-165331-SA2010
AFF-2741
AFF-11927





Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Cadillac Completes Dealership Transfer
Los Angeles Times (1886-Current File); Jun 6, 1965; ProQuest Historical Newspapers Los Angeles Times (1881 - 1986)
pg. L9











































Larchmont Chronicle Story Archive http://larchmontchronicle.com/ArchiveDetail.asp?ArchiveID=862

1 of 1 7/3/2008 11:46 AM

Larchmont Chronicle Neighborhood newspaper representing Hancock Park, Larchmont Village

Miracle Mile, Park La Brea Fremont Place in the Wilshire center area of Los Angeles. Local News and 

stories about the local Los Angeles Scene. Historical informattion regarding the Larchmont Chronicle and

Hancock Park area. Founded in 1963 on Larchmont Bouelvard, Los Angeles, CA, California

July 3, 2008

BMW MOVES TO WILSHIRE IN 2009

Jane Gilman

NEW BMW BUILDING will include parking on the roof. The dealership will
move from Beverly Hills to Wilshire Blvd., a few blocks west of Highland 
Ave.

BMW is leaving Beverly Hills for a spacious new home on both sides of 
Wilshire Blvd., three blocks west of Highland Ave.

Ehler’s Cadillac and Bob’s Big Boy restaurant, which occupy the Wilshire
properties, will be demolished to make room for the car dealership,
owned by Sonic Automotive.

A four-story service center is planned on the Ehler’s showroom and
service department site on the north side of Wilshire. The south side of
Wilshire, presently the Ehler’s pre-owned sales division, will be the scene
of the BMW sales center. 
The two facilities will have parking spaces for a total of 770 cars, said 
Seth Washow, general manager of the Beverly Hills dealership. This 
includes rooftop and basement parking in the new building.

“The date of the move [from Beverly Hills] is not determined yet,” said
Washow, “but we anticipate construction to be completed in late 2009.

Fred Pickel, president of the La Brea-Hancock Homeowners Association, 
said meetings with Sonic representatives to save the historic Ehlers 
showroom or incorporate an Art Deco design into the new plans were 
disappointing.
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   Hancock Park • Windsor Square • Fremont Place • Park LaBrea • Larchmont Village • Miracle Mile



Lou Ehlers Cadillac Photographs 

Lou Ehlers Cadillac, 5151 Wilshire Boulevard, June 1, 2008 (photo by Charles J. Fisher) 

Lou Ehlers Cadillac, 5151 Wilshire Boulevard, June 1, 2008 (photo by Charles J. Fisher) 



Lou Ehlers Cadillac, 5151 Wilshire Boulevard, June 1, 2008 (photo by Charles J. Fisher) 

Lou Ehlers Cadillac, 5151 Wilshire Boulevard, June 1, 2008 (photo by Charles J. Fisher) 



Lou Ehlers Cadillac, 5151 Wilshire Boulevard, June 1, 2008 (photo by Charles J. Fisher) 



Lou Ehlers Cadillac, 5151 Wilshire Boulevard, June 1, 2008 (photo by Charles J. Fisher) 

Lou Ehlers Cadillac, 5151 Wilshire Boulevard, June 1, 2008 (photo by Charles J. Fisher) 



Lou Ehlers Cadillac, 5151 Wilshire Boulevard, June 1, 2008 (photo by Charles J. Fisher) 

Lou Ehlers Cadillac, 5151 Wilshire Boulevard, June 1, 2008 (photo by Charles J. Fisher) 



Lou Ehlers Cadillac, 5151 Wilshire Boulevard, June 1, 2008 (photo by Charles J. Fisher) 

Lou Ehlers Cadillac, 5151 Wilshire Boulevard, June 1, 2008 (photo by Charles J. Fisher) 



Lou Ehlers Cadillac, 5151 Wilshire Boulevard, June 1, 2008 (photo by Charles J. Fisher) 

Lou Ehlers Cadillac, 5151 Wilshire Boulevard, June 1, 2008 (photo by Charles J. Fisher) 



Lou Ehlers Cadillac, 5151 Wilshire Boulevard, June 1, 2008 (photo by Charles J. Fisher) 

Lou Ehlers Cadillac, East facade, 5151 Wilshire Boulevard, June 1, 2008 (photo by Charles J. Fisher) 



Lou Ehlers Cadillac, two-story service department at rear, 5151 Wilshire Boulevard, June 1, 2008 
 (photo by Charles J. Fisher) 

Lou Ehlers Cadillac, service department, 5151 Wilshire Boulevard, June 1, 2008 (photo by Charles J. Fisher) 



Lou Ehlers Cadillac, service department, 5151 Wilshire Boulevard, June 1, 2008 (photo by Charles J. Fisher) 

Lou Ehlers Cadillac, service department, 5151 Wilshire Boulevard, June 1, 2008 (photo by Charles J. Fisher) 



Lou Ehlers Cadillac, 5151 Wilshire Boulevard, June 1, 2008 (photo by Charles J. Fisher) 


