
Los Angeles Department of City Planning 
RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  
 ALDERSGATE/WE BOYS-J.O.C. LODGE   
 

REQUEST:  Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
APPLICANT: Betty Lou Young and Randy Young   
    550 Latimer Rd. 
    Santa Monica, CA  90402 
 
OWNER:   California Pacific Conference of the United Methodist 
    110 S. Euclid Ave. 
    Pasadena, CA  91101 

  
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles Administrative Code 
Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7   

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP 
Director of Planning 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]     [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]     
     
Ken Bernstein, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 
Prepared by: 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]    
 ________________________ 
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 
 
 
Attachments: October 29, 2007 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
 ZIMAS Report 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

HEARING DATE: August 7, 2008 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA   
  90012 

CASE NO.: CHC-2008-134-HCM 
 
Location: 925 Haverford Ave 
Council District: 11 
Community Plan Area: Brentwood-Pacific 
Palisades 
Area Planning Commission: West Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council: None 
Legal Description: Lot 18 of Block 34 of TR 9300 
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FINDINGS 

 
1. The building “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type 

specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction” as 
an example of Mission Revival-Craftsman style architecture.   

 
2. The property reflects “the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State 

or community” for its association with the history of the First Methodist Church in Los 
Angeles. 

 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Built around 1910, this two-and-a-half story residential building exhibits character-defining 
features of Mission Revival-Craftsman architecture.   The subject building is rectangular in plan 
with a recessed off-center entrance.  The side gabled roof is covered in asphalt shingles.  The 
exterior features stucco finish with painted wood trim.  Large square brick piers support a porch 
roof and a porte cochere.  The façade also has wide overhanging eaves above exposed knee 
braces, large Mission style dormers and ball parapets.  The building has original double-hung 
and picture windows.  Significant elements of its Craftsman-style interior include dark wood 
finishes, teardrop crystal-and-brass chandeliers, mahogany furnishing, sideboards, and accents.  
The interior also has original mirrors and wall sconces, fireplace with decorative facing, and 
built-in cabinetry with beveled glass.          
 
The proposed Aldersgate/We Boys-JOC Lodge historic monument appears to have been built 
on a site on Harvard Street in the Wilshire district.  The members of the First Methodist Church 
bought the property in 1928 and moved the subject building in two halves to Temescal Canyon 
in the newly established (1922) Methodist community of Pacific Palisades as their permanent 
retreat house.  For about 35 years, the subject building served the Methodist Church as an 
institution for the social and religious instruction of young men (“We Boys”) and young women 
(the “Jesus Our Companion” or “J.O.C.” group), and as a lodge to host guests and social 
gatherings.  Membership declined in the fifties and in 1961 the property was sold to the Board of 
Lay Activities of the Southern California-Arizona Annual Conference of the Methodist Church, 
which renamed the building “Aldersgate Lodge” after the site of John Wesley’s spiritual 
reawakening.  The Board also removed the “We Boys/J.O.C. Lodge” sign from the roof.  In 
1971-2, the Conference Campground Commission of the United Methodist Church took over the 
estate and has used it since then for a variety of religious and educational purposes.       
 
Additions were made in the 1940s, notably, the dining room and pergola (1945).  The second 
floor configuration has been altered significantly for use as dormitory rooms.  A basement 
complex was likely added around 1945 and includes a meeting room, lounge, kitchen, and 
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bedrooms.  An updated manager’s apartment sits above the dining room addition.  The roof also 
lacks its original clay tiles and the wooden “We Boys-J.O.C Lodge” sign.  Other changes to the 
subject property include the addition of a Chapel (1991), and alterations to the landscaping.  
Nonetheless, the subject building and property retains sufficient integrity for HCM designation.       
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Aldersgate/WE Boys-J.O.C. Lodge property successfully meets two of the specified 
Historic-Cultural Monument (HCM) criteria: 1) “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an 
architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of 
construction” and 2) reflects “the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State 
or community.” As a building designed in the Mission Revival-Craftsman style and reflective of 
the history of the First United Methodist Church in Los Angeles, the property qualifies for 
designation as a Historic-Cultural Monument based on these criteria.   
 
BACKGROUND 
 
At its meeting of June 19, 2008, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the application 
under consideration.  On July 17, 2008, the Cultural Heritage Commission toured the subject 
property.  
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1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
may warrant further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP 
Director of Planning 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]        [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]       
     
Ken Bernstein, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
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estate and has used it since then for a variety of religious and educational purposes.       
 
Additions were made in the 1940s, notably, the dining room and pergola (1945).  The second 
floor configuration has been altered significantly for use as dormitory rooms.  A basement 
complex was likely added around 1945 and includes a meeting room, lounge, kitchen, and 
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CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
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FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
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