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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  
 WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC BUILDING 
 

REQUEST:  Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 
 

APPLICANT/ Historic Preservation Partners 
OWNER’S 419 Concord Avenue 
REPRESENTATIVE: Monrovia, CA  91016  
   

OWNER:  Lofts Hammer IRP LTL Associates (Hammer Ventures) 
    420 S. San Pedro Street 

Los Angeles, CA  90013 
 

RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles Administrative Code 
Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7   

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP 
Director of Planning 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]  [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]  
     
Ken Bernstein, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 
Prepared by: 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]  
 ________________________ 
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 
 
Attachments: April, 2008 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
 ZIMAS Report 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

HEARING DATE: August 7, 2008 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA   
  90012 

CASE NO.: CHC-2008-2130-HCM 
 
Location: 420 S. San Pedro Street  
Council District: 9 
Community Plan Area: Central City 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Downtown Los Angeles 
Legal Description: Lot 1 of TR 53922-C 
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FINDINGS 

 
The building “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type specimen, 
inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction” as an example of 
Art Deco style architecture.   

 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Built in 1922, this six-story mixed-use building exhibits character-defining features of Art Deco 
architecture.  It is nearly square in plan with an interior courtyard.  The building is constructed of 
steel and concrete and contains an austere façade with a smooth surface.  The façade is 
symmetrically balanced with a tall, prominent tower in the center, and shorter towers that flank 
the front façade; each tower extends above the roof line.  Steel casement windows are located 
between the façade’s pilasters.  Secondary elevations have less detailing than the primary 
façade, but remain consistent with symmetrical exteriors of horizontal and vertical bands of 
concrete surrounding steel casement windows.  Significant interior spaces include the front 
lobby, containing a lobby with original tile floors 
 
The architect of the proposed Westinghouse Electric Building monument is unknown; the 
contractor was the Weber Showcase and Fixture Company.  The building is associated with 
Westinghouse Electric Company and was built to house the company’s branch operations.  As 
stated in the Historic-Cultural Monument application, the Westinghouse Electric Company was a 
rival to General Electric, with each company contributing to “the Golden Age of Electricity.”  The 
building served as the Los Angeles headquarters of Westinghouse until 1948. 
 
Alterations to the building include the conversion of the interior spaces into loft condominiums, 
with the construction of interior partitions – the interior alterations commenced in 1993 and 
2006.  An above ground parking garage was constructed adjacent to the building in 1962. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Westinghouse Electric Building property successfully meets one of the specified Historic-
Cultural Monument (HCM) criteria: “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an 
architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of 
construction.”  As a significant  example of a building designed in the Art Deco style, the 
property qualifies for designation as a Historic-Cultural Monument based on these criteria.   
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BACKGROUND 
 
At its meeting of June 5, 2008, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the application 
under consideration.  On July 17, 2008, the Cultural Heritage Commission toured the subject 
property.  

 














































































































