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PROJECT:  Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  
  SANTA MONICA FORESTRY STATION EUCALYPTUS GROVE 
 
REQUEST:   Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
APPLICANT: Betty Lou Young and Randy Young  
    Pacific Palisades Historical Society and  

Rustic Canyon Park Advisory Board 
550 Latimer Rd. 

    Santa Monica, CA  90402 
 
OWNER: City of Los Angeles 
    Department of Recreation and Parks 

1200 W. 7th Street Suite 748 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 

 
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles Administrative Code 
Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7   

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP 
Director of Planning 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]     [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]     
     
Ken Bernstein, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 
Prepared by: 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]     
 ________________________ 
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 
 
Attached Exhibits:  April 20, 2008 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

HEARING DATE: August 7, 2008 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA   
  90012 

CASE NO.:  CHC-2008-3069-HCM 
 
Location: 601 Latimer Road 
Council District: 11 
Community Plan Area: Brentwood-Pacific Palisades 
Area Planning Commission: West Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council: --- 
Legal Description: PT Santa Monica Land and 
Water Co. Tract 
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FINDINGS 
 

1. The landscape feature reflects “the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the 
nation, State or community” for its association with the Santa Monica Forestry Station, 
the nation’s first experimental forestry station, and for its role in introducing the 
eucalyptus tree to Southern California. 

 
2. The property is associated with a historic personage, Abbot Kinney (1850-1920), the 

famed founder and developer of Venice who spearheaded the propagation of eucalyptus 
trees throughout Southern California. 

 

CRITERIA 
 

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age.  At issue is whether the Commissioners determine the 
building is significant enough to warrant designation.  

 

SUMMARY 
 

Occupying an area of eight acres of vegetation, the subject area is a grove of various species of 
trees and plants located on a public park in the Rustic Canyon area.  These include a majority of 
mature and younger eucalyptus trees, two 25-foot cycads (Dioon spinulosum), and some variety 
of birds of paradise and banana trees.  Located adjacent to the grove is the Rustic Canyon 
Recreation Center (Historic-Cultural Monument #663) built originally as the Uplifters Clubhouse 
in 1923.   
 
The subject area is portion of the Santa Monica Forestry Station, established in 1888 as the 
nation’s first experimental forestry station.  In the early 1880s, Abbot Kinney (1850-1920), the 
famed founder and developer of Venice, California, served on the California State Board of 
Forestry and was particularly interested in the propagation of eucalyptus trees.  Having been 
imported to California from Australia in the mid-19th century, eucalyptus trees had become 
extremely popular in the state, with campaigns to cover acres of land with different species and 
variations of the tree.  Kinney secured the donation of six acres of land in the Rustic Canyon 
area as an experimental forestry station to study eucalyptus trees and other species for planting 
in California.  After adding 14 more acres, the Board of Forestry and later the University of 
California managed the forestry station until 1923, after which the subject area became camp 
grounds for several religious and social groups, including the Uplifters Club (an offshoot of the 
Los Angeles Athletic Club).  By the 1950s, all the land of the original forestry station except 
eight acres had been subdivided for real estate development.  In 1954, the remaining eight 
acres of vegetation and the Uplifters Clubhouse building were sold to the City of Los Angeles as 
a public park.         
 
The subject area is California Registered Historic Landmark No. 840.  A stone monument and 
bronze plaque was placed by the State Department of Parks and Recreation in cooperation with 
the City and County of Los Angeles in 1971.   
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DISCUSSION 
 
The proposed Eucalyptus Grove historic monument successfully meets two of the specified 
Historic-Cultural Monument criteria: 1) reflects the “broad cultural, economic, or social history of 
the nation, State or community,” and 2) is identified with a historic personage. As a landscape 
feature that reflects the early propagation of eucalyptus trees in Southern California and is 
located on land secured by Abbot Kinney, the property clearly qualifies for designation as a 
Historic-Cultural Monument based on these criteria. 
 
Although the initial staff report recommended that the proposed Eucalyptus Grove historic 
monument be evaluated as an addition to the Uplifters Clubhouse (HCM # 663), it was later 
determined that the subject property should be given its own Monument designation. While the 
subject property is located in close proximity to the Uplifters Clubhouse, the historical 
association between the two sites does not appear strong enough to warrant a shared 
designation. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
At its meeting of June 19, 2008, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the application 
under consideration. On July 17, 2008 the Cultural Heritage Commission toured the subject 
property. 
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RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REQUEST:   APPROVAL OF EXPANSION OF THE SITE OF THE UPLIFTERS  
  CLUBHOUSE (HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT #663) TO  
  INCLUDE THE SANTA MONICA FORESTRY STATION  
  (EUCALYPTUS GROVE) 
 
APPLICANT: Betty Lou Young and Randy Young  
    Pacific Palisades Historical Society and  

Rustic Canyon Park Advisory Board 
550 Latimer Rd. 

    Santa Monica, CA  90402 
 
OWNER: City of Los Angeles 
    Department of Recreation and Parks 

1200 W. 7th Street Suite 748 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 

 
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles Administrative Code 
Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7   

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP 
Director of Planning 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]     [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]     
     
Ken Bernstein, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 
Prepared by: 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]     
 ________________________ 
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 
 
Attached Exhibits:  April 20, 2008 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

HEARING DATE: August 7, 2008 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA   
  90012 

CASE NO.:  CHC-1999-2326-HCM 
 
Location: 601 Latimer Road 
Council District: 11 
Community Plan Area: Brentwood-Pacific Palisades 
Area Planning Commission: West Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council: --- 
Legal Description: PT Santa Monica Land and 
Water Co. Tract 
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SUMMARY 
 

Occupying an area of eight acres of vegetation, the subject area is a grove of various species of 
trees and plants located on a public park in the Rustic Canyon area.  These include a majority of 
mature and younger eucalyptus trees, two 25-foot cycads (Dioon spinulosum), and some variety 
of birds of paradise and banana trees.  Located adjacent to the grove is the Rustic Canyon 
Recreation Center (Historic-Cultural Monument #663) built originally as the Uplifters Clubhouse 
in 1923.   
 
The subject area is portion of the Santa Monica Forestry Station, established in 1888 as the 
nation’s first experimental forestry station.  In the early 1880s, Abbot Kinney (1850-1920), the 
famed founder and developer of Venice, California, served on the California State Board of 
Forestry and was particularly interested in the propagation of eucalyptus trees.  Having been 
imported to California from Australia in the mid-19th century, eucalyptus trees had become 
extremely popular in the state, with campaigns to cover acres of land with different species and 
variations of the tree.  Kinney secured the donation of six acres of land in the Rustic Canyon 
area as an experimental forestry station to study eucalyptus trees and other species for planting 
in California.  After adding 14 more acres, the Board of Forestry and later the University of 
California managed the forestry station until 1923, after which the subject area became camp 
grounds for several religious and social groups, including the Uplifters Club (an offshoot of the 
Los Angeles Athletic Club).  By the 1950s, all the land of the original forestry station except 
eight acres had been subdivided for real estate development.  In 1954, the remaining eight 
acres of vegetation and the Uplifters Clubhouse building were sold to the City of Los Angeles as 
a public park.         
 
The subject area is California Registered Historic Landmark No. 840.  A stone monument and 
bronze plaque was placed by the State Department of Parks and Recreation in cooperation with 
the City and County of Los Angeles in 1971.   
 
Because of the subject property’s proximity and historical association to the Uplifters Clubhouse 
(HCM #663), it is recommended that the proposed Santa Monica Forestry Station historic 
monument be evaluated as an addition to the existing Monument designation of this property.     
 
CRITERIA 
 

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age.  At issue is whether the Commissioners determine the 
building is significant enough to warrant designation.  
 
FINDINGS 
 

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property is significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 

 



Los Angeles Department of City Planning 
RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REQUEST:   APPROVAL OF EXPANSION OF THE SITE OF THE UPLIFTERS  
  CLUBHOUSE (HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT #663) TO  
  INCLUDE THE SANTA MONICA FORESTRY STATION  
  (EUCALYPTUS GROVE) 
 
APPLICANT: Betty Lou Young and Randy Young  
    Pacific Palisades Historical Society and  

Rustic Canyon Park Advisory Board 
550 Latimer Rd. 

    Santa Monica, CA  90402 
 
OWNER: City of Los Angeles 
    Department of Recreation and Parks 

1200 W. 7th Street Suite 748 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 

 
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10(c)4 
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
may warrant further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP 
Director of Planning 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]        [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]           
    
Ken Bernstein, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 
Prepared by: 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         
 ________________________ 
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 
 
Attached Exhibits:  April 20, 2008 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

HEARING DATE: June 19, 2008 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA   
  90012 

CASE NO.:  CHC-1999-2326-HCM 
 
Location: 601 Latimer Road 
Council District: 11 
Community Plan Area: Brentwood-Pacific Palisades 
Area Planning Commission: West Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council: --- 
Legal Description: PT Santa Monica Land and 
Water Co. Tract 
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SUMMARY 
 

Occupying an area of eight acres of vegetation, the subject area is a grove of various species of 
trees and plants located on a public park in the Rustic Canyon area.  These include a majority of 
mature and younger eucalyptus trees, two 25-foot cycads (Dioon spinulosum), and some variety 
of birds of paradise and banana trees.  Located adjacent to the grove is the Rustic Canyon 
Recreation Center (Historic-Cultural Monument #663) built originally as the Uplifters Clubhouse 
in 1923.   
 
The subject area is portion of the Santa Monica Forestry Station, established in 1888 as the 
nation’s first experimental forestry station.  In the early 1880s, Abbot Kinney (1850-1920), the 
famed founder and developer of Venice, California, served on the California State Board of 
Forestry and was particularly interested in the propagation of eucalyptus trees.  Having been 
imported to California from Australia in the mid-19th century, eucalyptus trees had become 
extremely popular in the state, with campaigns to cover acres of land with different species and 
variations of the tree.  Kinney secured the donation of six acres of land in the Rustic Canyon 
area as an experimental forestry station to study eucalyptus trees and other species for planting 
in California.  After adding 14 more acres, the Board of Forestry and later the University of 
California managed the forestry station until 1923, after which the subject area became camp 
grounds for several religious and social groups, including the Uplifters Club (an offshoot of the 
Los Angeles Athletic Club).  By the 1950s, all the land of the original forestry station except 
eight acres had been subdivided for real estate development.  In 1954, the remaining eight 
acres of vegetation and the Uplifters Clubhouse building were sold to the City of Los Angeles as 
a public park.         
 
The subject area is California Registered Historic Landmark No. 840.  A stone monument and 
bronze plaque was placed by the State Department of Parks and Recreation in cooperation with 
the City and County of Los Angeles in 1971.   
 
Because of the subject property’s proximity and historical association to the Uplifters Clubhouse 
(HCM #663), it is recommended that the proposed Santa Monica Forestry Station historic 
monument be evaluated as an addition to the existing Monument designation of this property.     
 
CRITERIA 
 

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age.  At issue is whether the Commissioners determine the 
building is significant enough to warrant designation.  
 
FINDINGS 
 

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property is significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 

 




































