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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  
 HERITAGE SQUARE MUSEUM  
 

REQUEST:  Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 
 

APPLICANT: Mitzi March Mogul 
 Heritage Square Museum 
 3800 Homer Street 
 Los Angeles, CA  90031 
 
OWNER: City of Los Angeles 
    Department of Recreation and Parks 

1200 W. 7th Street Suite 748 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 

  

RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10    
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
may warrant further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE 
Director of Planning 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]  [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
    
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 
Prepared by: 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
 ________________________ 
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 
 
Attachments: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
 ZIMAS Report 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

 
HEARING DATE: September 1, 2011 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA  

CASE NO.: CHC-2011-2206-HCM 
                    ENV-2011-2207-HCM 
 
Location: 3800 Homer St and 3504 Pasadena 
Ave 
Council District: 1 
Community Plan Area: Northeast Los Angeles 
Area Planning Commission: East Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council: Arroyo Seco, Lincoln 
Heights 
Legal Description: City Lands of Los Angeles 
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SUMMARY 
 
Established in 1969 on a ten-acre parcel owned by the City of Los Angeles, the museum is 
located in northeast Los Angeles on a north-south strip of land east of and parallel to the Arroyo 
Seco Parkway (Pasadena Freeway), approximately halfway between downtown Los Angeles 
and Pasadena, west of a single family residential neighborhood.  The majority of the subject 
area consists of a large strip of land which currently houses eight buildings on the eastern 
portion of the lot.  Throughout Heritage Square are paths, landscaped areas, and educational 
amenities.  The subject property contains an open air museum exhibiting aspects of the first 
century of California statehood, particularly demonstrating the first 100 years of major 
developments in Los Angeles history.  The museum was also meant to provide a means for 
preserving endangered historic structures demonstrating that early history, which otherwise 
could not be preserved at their original locations.  It was also an early mechanism of the modern 
preservation movement in Los Angeles, spurring community support for preservation efforts 
throughout the region.   
 
The proposed Heritage Square historic monument was formed in 1969 by the authorization of 
public land owned by the City of Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks, at the 
request of the Cultural Heritage Board (the predecessor of today’s Cultural Heritage 
Commission).  The site was specifically designated for relocation of two historic buildings 
(Donavan’s Castle and the Saltbox) from Bunker Hill.  Both buildings had been previously slated 
for demolition as a result of the Bunker Hill Redevelopment Project.  In 1968, the Community 
Redevelopment Agency abandoned the originally planned relocation site situated elsewhere on 
Bunker Hill.  The Cultural Heritage Foundation (an entity established by the Cultural Heritage 
Board to operate Heritage Square) quickly sought and found an alternative site at the present 
day location of Heritage Square along the Arroyo Seco Parkway.  The land was an undeveloped 
strip of surplus parkland owned by the Department of Recreation and Parks and, although 
located next to the Pasadena Freeway, it did accommodate the immediate relocation needs of 
both buildings by the Cultural Heritage Foundation.  
 
On March 16, 1969, both Donavan’s Castle (HCM #27) and the Saltbox (HCM #5) were 
transferred to the new Heritage Square site.  However, on October 29, 1969, both structures 
were destroyed by fire.  Despite the early setback, the Cultural Heritage Foundation proceeded 
with plans to establish Heritage Square with the relocation of the endangered Joseph Newsom 
designed Hale House (HCM # 40) from nearby Highland Park to the site on July 14, 1970.  The 
Shaw Residence (HCM #65) was relocated to Heritage Square in February of 1971.  In April of 
1975, the Palms Railroad Depot (HCM #22) was relocated from West Los Angeles.  That same 
year, the William Hayes Perry Residence (HCM #98), designed by Ezra Kysor, and the John J. 
Ford House (HCM# 108) were moved to Heritage Square.  In 1981, the U.S. Post Office offered 
the Lincoln Avenue Methodist Church (which was being used as a distribution center) to the 
Cultural Heritage Foundation and was subsequently relocated.  The Osborn Carriage Barn was 
relocated from its previous Huntington Memorial Hospital site in Pasadena in June of 1981.  
Heritage Square acquired its last building, the Octagon House, from Pasadena in 1986.  
Subsequent structures have since been acquired by the Cultural Heritage Foundation including 
a 1909 railway car from Ajo, Arizona in 2005, a 1930 trolley car originating from Switzerland by 
way of Michigan and New Orleans, and the interior of a turn of the century drug store and soda 
fountain from Highland Park (still awaiting instillation in a newly constructed exterior).  The 
museum has future plans to accommodate additional buildings as well as to create a main gate 
entrance from the Gold Line (the aptly named “Heritage Square” stop).   
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Because of the size, complexity, and diversity of buildings included in the subject area, the 
application identified more than eight key features as “Historically Sensitive Resources and 
Areas” that appear to be historically significant and serve as contributors.  Five of these are 
recognized historic resources that are locally designated Historic-Cultural Monuments (HCMs).  
Other buildings and structures in the subject area have been determined eligible for listing in the 
National Register and California Register.  Throughout the subject area are park infrastructural 
elements such as fences, pathways, gates, exterior furnishings, drinking fountains and a garden 
constructed to convey a sense of Victorian style during the 1870-1910s. 
  
Major alterations to the subject area include the placement of eight relocated structures (dated 
between 1876 and 1900) throughout the property between 1969 and the present.  With the 
establishment of the museum in 1969, these developments close the period of significance for 
the subject area, establishing 1969-1986 as a tentative period of significance.   
 
 
Contributing Elements 
 
1. Southern Pacific Railroad “Palms Depot”, 1876, 1975 (HCM #22) 
A Queen Anne style railroad depot served as part of the Southern Pacific line and was originally 
located at National Boulevard and Vinton Avenue.  It was relocated to the Heritage Square 
Museum site in 1976 and currently serves as the ticket booth for the museum. 
 
2. James and Bessie Hale House, 1885, 1970 (HCM #40) 
The Hale House is a two-story Queen Anne/Eastlake style residence designed by W.R. Norton.  
Originally located in Pasadena, it was relocated to Heritage Square in 1970.  
 
3. Richard Shaw Residence/Valley Knudson Garden House, c. 1880, 1971 (HCM #65) 
A two-story Second Empire residence with a Coral tree in the front yard (the tree was also 
moved in tandem with the residence).  Built around 1880, the residence was relocated to the 
Heritage Square site in 1971 from 1926 Johnston Street and renamed the Valley Knudsen 
Garden Residence in honor of the founder of the Los Angeles Beautiful. 
 
4. William Hayes Perry House/ Mt. Pleasant House, 1876, 1975 (HCM #98)  
A two-story Greek Revival/Italianate Style single family house that was originally owned by 
William Perry, great-grandfather to actor Robert Stack.  It was originally located at 1315 Mt. 
Pleasant Avenue and relocated to the Heritage Square site in 1972.  It currently serves as a 
gallery space for the museum’s changing education exhibitions.  
 
5. John J. Ford House/ Beaudry Street House, 1885, 1975 (HCM #108) 
As owner and designer, master woodcarver John J. Ford employed an elaborate Italianate, 
Queen Anne and Eastlake combination of styles for his 1885 home.  Originally located on 
Beaudry Street, the Ford House was relocated to Heritage Square in 1969.  
 
6. Lincoln Avenue Methodist Church, 1897, 1981 
The Carpenter Gothic styled Lincoln Avenue Methodist Church was originally located at Orange 
Grove Boulevard and Lincoln Avenue in Pasadena and purchased by the U.S. Post Office as a 
distribution facility.  Upon decommissioning by the U.S. Post Office, the church was made 
available for relocation to Heritage Square in 1981. 
 
7. Dr. Osborn’s Carriage Barn, 1899, 1981 
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A one-story wood frame structure, the Gothic Revival styled Dr. Osborn’s Carriage Barn was 
donated by Huntington Memorial Hospital in Pasadena after the demolition of an historic 
residence to make way for a parking lot in 1981.  
 
8. Gilbert Longfellow-Hastings Octagon House, 1893, 1986 
Moved from original location in Pasadena to the Heritage Square in 1986, the Longfellow-
Hastings House is an unusually shaped two-story octagonal residence designed and built by 
George Longfellow.  The design scheme is based upon Orson Fowler’s philosophy that an eight 
sided home was preferable to a standard four side dwelling in that it allowed for more windows 
providing more light and air circulation to the living space.  The unique design was also 
theorized to eliminate wasted space the traditional corners allocated with a square design.  It is 
the last example of this particular design scheme in the Los Angeles area. 
 
9. “Maintenance of Way” TC&G Boxcar #205, 1909, 2005 
“Maintenance of Way” was used for sugar transport beginning with the Denver & Rio Grande 
Western Railway; later with the Oregon Short Line, the Southern Pacific and the Tucson, 
Cornelia, & Gila Railroad.  Heritage Square Museum saved the railcar in 2005 from a slated 
demolition and relocated it from Ajo, Arizona to the museum.  It is among the features currently 
on exhibit as a gathering place and performance space, but is slated to be relocated closer to 
the Depot as an adjunct exhibit.  
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
 
































































































































