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i “ i id” NORTHERN | LOS ANGELES
prehistory proposed some 70 years ago “remain valid {Moratto RADIO- | vear |[aeoLocical | Noonae s il N —
1984:126). Agreement about the temporal sequence, however, does [ o,wmﬂm%mz AD. TIME NORTHERN | SOUTHERN T e
not mean that the interpretations of cultural events and dynamics BP Be SCALE mﬁbﬂzomm_. A_“M_.\V,ﬂ_zamm_.
have gone unchallenged.
. . . i Historical and Protohistoric Cultures
In this chapter, we outline the prehistoric cultural development 1904 1782 o4 0 e ____ SN N |
of the Southern California Bight. To avoid the often confusing ter- " .
0 - . . . ate
minology associated with the various cultural chronologies, we 400 ~ 1500 — Period = Prehistoric
. . . « . ate
use the geologic time scale to organize our discussion of culture | | [ | Prehistoric
history. The Holocene began at about 10,000 B.P. and can be divided 1020 1 1000 ?m_wmwo% Sart
into three parts: the early Holocene (10,000-6650 B.P.), the middle Late %mmzmmw
Holocene {6650-3350 B.), and the late Holocene (3350 B.P—pres- 1610 500 f Folocene |
ent). In addition to describing the various cultural traits and devel- AD. e
opments that occurred during each segment of the Holocene, we 2000= 0 .
. . . . . BC. Intermediate
highlight some of the major chronological problems associated
with each period. To help the reader follow the discussion, we cor- 24259] so0
relate the general culture histories for each part of the region in Fig- Gypsum
are 24. 2825~ 1000 -
ﬁ. _ 3005 4 1500 — Intermediate
o
A Brief History of Archaeology 3625 4 2000
in the Southern California Bight
\. 4000 < 2500 —
Archaeology in the bight has a history extending back more than 4370 - 3000
100 years (Baldwin 1996; Moratto 1984). At the end of the nine- _ T _m%_m_wm
: _ teenth century, archaeologists were mainly interested in acquiring 3500 | Holocene Millingstone Pinto
museum pieces. The period that followed was characterized by ex-
tensive excavations conducted primarily to develop cultural chro- _ 5000 -| 4000 —
nologies. Current research efforts have taken form over the last _ -
. . illingstone
25 years and have focused on questions concerning cultural ecol- 4500 o La dolla
ogy, changes in sociopolitical organization, and ethnohistory {Ar-
nold 1992a; Bleitz-Sanburg 1987; Glassow 1980; Johnson 1988a; . 6000 | 5000 —
Martz 1994b; Meighan 1959; Raab and Yatsko 1992; Raab et al.
) 1995; Salls 1988). 5500
1 Lake
Early Mojave
o 7100 4 6000 4| Holocene
Early Investigations
| Paleocoastal | San Dieguito
Archaeology in the Southern California bight ostensibly began 7500 1 6500 Pelgocoasial

during the last quarter of the nineteenth century. Paul Schu-
macher (1877) of the Smithsonian Institution was one of the first Figure 24. Culture history sequences for southern California.
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Figure 25. Ralph Glidden (historical photograph, courtesy of the
Catalina Island Museum, Glidden Collection).

of a series of collectors, often referred to as antiquarians, to con-
duct extensive, but casual, archaeological projects. Other investi-
gators included Bowers (1878, 1883}, Dall {1874), de Cessac | 18832},
Eisen (1904), Henshaw (1887), Palmer {1906), Putnam | 1879), Rau
{1876}, Rust (1898, 1907}, and Yates (1891). These early projects,
sponsored by institutions around the world, began largely as ef-
forts to collect museum-quality artifacts. Rare artifacts and items
of high artistic quality that were collected during this time are
now scattered in museums throughout the world. Meighan and
Eberhart (1953), for example, listed 14 institutions housing collec-
tions from San Nicolas Island, including the Musée de I'Homme
in Paris.

Following the early collectors was Ralph Glidden (Figure 25).
Under sponsorship by various institutions, including the Field Mu-
seum of Natural History and the Heye Foundation, Glidden spent
several years in the early part of the twentieth century excavating
sites and collecting artifacts on the Channel Islands. These studies
were never published, although they received local newspaper cov-
erage (Glidden 1920). Much of the material Glidden collected is

René L. Vellanoweth and Jeffrey H. Altschul

Figure 26. Steatite (soapstone) effigies from the Glidden Collec-
tion (courtesy of the Catalina Island Museum, Accession Nos.
105, 107.1, 107.2, 107.3, and 107.4).

housed at the Catalina Island Museum on Santa Catalina (Fig-
ures 26-29).

In terms of the amount collected, these early efforts pale in
comparison to later studies using modern methods of investi-
gation. Yet, because Schumacher visited the islands only 60 years
after indigenous abandonment, some perishable artifacts were
recovered and remain preserved. Moreover, despite the treasure
hunter mentality that characterized most of these early investiga-
tions, some observations formed the basis of later inquiry (Warren
1973). Again, Schumacher (1875) must be credited: his description
and interpretation of shell fishhook manufacturing has stood the
test of time.

Chronology Building

During the first half of the twentieth century, interest in archaeol-
ogy shifted from relic hunting to chronology building. The inter-
est in developing regional chronologies began with anthropolo-
gists, especially Putnam (1879, 1906), Merriam (1906), and Kroeber
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