HISLORICAI
ﬂJTLﬂS
CAVIEORNIA

arren A Beck
and

Ynez D.Haase

UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA PRESS - NORMAN




CONTENTS

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

23.

24.
25.

26.

27,
28,

29.

30.

S

Preface

A Goodly llande

Relief

Geomorphic Provinces

Major Faults arid Earthquakes
Mean Annual Rainfall

Mean Minimum Temperature.
January

Mean Maximum Temperature,

July

. Native Vegetation
. Fauna—I

Fauna—II

Native Groups, 1770

Early Spanish Explorations

Sea Explorations—Sixteenth Century
Sea Explorations—Seventeenth Century
First Spanish Expeditions—South

First Spanish Expeditions—Central
First Spanish Expeditions—The Bay
First Spanish Expeditions—North
Missions, Forts, and Towns During

the Spanish Period, 176g—1822

Spanish Expeditions into the

Interior, 1800 to 1810

Spanish Expeditions into the

Interior, 1810 to 1820

Mexican Expeditions into the

Interior, 1820 to 1830

Miwok-Yokut Raids into Mexican
Territory, 1830 to 1840

Mexican Land Grants

Mexican Land Grants—

Tehama, Shasta

Mexican Land Grants—Butte, Colusa,
Glenn, Yolo, Yuba, Sutter

Mexican Land Grants—Mendocino, Lake
Mexican Land Grants—Sacramento,
San Joaquin, Amador

Mexican Land Grants—Marin, Napa,
Solano, Sonoma

Mexican Land Grants—Alameda, Contra

31.
32.
33-

34-

35.
. Mexican Land Grants—Ventura,

37

8.

39-
40.

41.

42.
43.
44.

45-
. Frémont and the Bear Flag Revolt
47
48.
49
50.
51,

52.
53
h4.
55.
56.
57.
. Mission Indian Lands
59.
60.
61.

Costa, Santa Clara, San Francisco, San
Mateo, Santa Cruz

Mexican Land Grants—Monterey,

San Benito

Mexican Land Grants—Stanislaus,
Merced, Mariposa

Mexican Land Grants—

Fresno and Kings

Mexican Land Grants—Kern

Mexican Land Grants—San Luis Obispo

Santa Barbara

Mexican Land Grants—Los Angeles,
Orange

Mexican Land Grants—Riverside,
San Bernardino

Mexican Land Grants—San Diego
Russian-American Company Settlement,
1812—41

Trade During the Spanish-Mexican
Period

Mountain Passes

The Mountain Men
Anglo-American Immigrant Trails
Before the Conquest

The Donner Tragedy

Anglo-American Conquest, Phase I
Anglo-American Conquest, Phase I1
Routes to the Gold Fields

The Gold Rush Period, 1849-69
Main Stagecoach Roads and Wells
Fargo Offices, 1860-80

The Butterfield Overland Mail Route
The Pony Express

U.S. Military Posts, 1847-1900
Mariposa Indian War, 185051

The Modoc War, 1872—473

Indian Lands

State Boundaries
Principal Meridians and Base Lines
Boundary Adjustments 1850—52

Vil CONTENTS




0.
71.
2.
73
74

75
16.

71
- Los Angeles—Owens River Aqueduct

79
8o.

81.

. Boundary Adjustments 1855-60

. Boundary Adjustments 1861-80

. Boundary Adjustments 1881—1 goy
. Counties, 1974

. County Seats

. Railroad Grant Lands

. Railroads

. Great Sheep and Cattle Ranches,

circa 19oo

Great Sheep and Cattle Ranches,
circa 1goo

Great Sheep and Cattle Ranches,
circa 19goo

Great Sheep and Cattle Ranches,
circa 19goo

‘Transhumance Sheep Trails,
1865—1905

Population Distribution
Population, 1970

Major Irrigation Systems in the
San Joaquin Valley Prior to
Federal Aid Projects

Major Man-Made Water Systems

Imperial Valley, 1go1-1g07

San Francisco Earthquake and Fire,
1906

Wild Land Fires, 196040

CONTENTS

82.
83.
84.
. National Forests
86.

8.

88.

89.
go.
g1.
92.

93-
94.

95-
. Agriculture—Other Fruit and

97
98.
99
100.
101.

St. Francis Dam Disaster
Major Floods
Santa Barbara Oil Spill

Major Army Installations During
World War I1

Major Army Air Force Installations
During World War 11

Major Navy and Marine Installations
During World War 11

Petroleum Fuels

Gold and Mercury

Minerals

Borax Mines and Roads of the

Late 1880’s

Major Agricultural Areas
Agriculture—Livestock
Agriculture—Citrus

Vegetables .
Agriculture—Major Field Crops
Lumber

Fisheries

Conservation Corps Camps
Political Districts

References

Index

IS ORICARAYIA AU ACANIEDF




— e

15. FIRST SPANISH EXPEDITIONS—SOUTH

(© 1974 by the Universily of Oklahoma Press

FroMm Tue TIME of the initial settlement at San
Diego in 1469, Spanish explorers scattered through-

Pass) into Antelope Valley and on into the San
Joaquin Valley.

e o

X

40 miles
15 leagues

P

A
(old site)

W

.

%,

6T San
Gabriel

FIRST SPANISH EXPEDITIONS —SOUTH

P —PORTOLA-CRESPI (1769)

.

©— GARCES (I1771)
G —GARCES (I776)

.

A

Bueng Vista

[
o
o
2]
=]
Q

0 /‘

A— ANZA —GARCES—DIAZ (1774)
<«e» ANZA—FONT (I776)

F—FAGES (I772)

out California and by 1776 had charted most of the
trails and had become familiar with most of the
southern and coastal areas.

Gaspar de Portold, accompanied by Father Juan
Crespi, whose diary recorded the route, left San
Diego on July 14, 1769, to find and settle Monterey
Bay. The party followed a route northward along
the coast which was later designated as the King’s
Highway. On July 28, while the party was on the
banks of the Santa Ana River, a strong earthquake
was felt, followed by many additional shocks in the
following week. August 2 found the group camped
on a river near the site of the present city of Los
Angeles. From this point the expedition went
through the San Fernando Valley to the Santa Clara
River, which they followed to the sea at Asuncién
(Ventura) . At Carpinteria they found a large
pueblo and at Laguna de la Concepcién (Santa Bar-
bara) they noted a rancheria. A large village, some
ten miles west of Santa Barbara, was named
Mescaltitdn.

One of the most remarkable Spanish explorers in
southern California was Father Francisco Garcés
who made several journeys from the Sonoran mis-
sions to the Gila-Colorado area. While searching for
mission sites in 1771 he made his way to the Yuma
Indians on the Gila River and, crossing the Colorado
River at Yuma, he blazed the trail across the Colo-
rado Desert to within sight of the San Jacinto moun-
tains. His trek became the basic overland route in
the Spanish period. This virtually waterless trail was
known as El Camino del Diablo (Devil's Road).

Pedro Fages, one of the key figures in the found-
ing of California, charted a new route northward in
1772, Heading eastward from San Diego to the
desert, he then turned northward along El Camino
del Diablo through Paso de Buena Vista (Tejon

The inadequacy of the sea route for settlers and
livestock prompted official encouragement for the
charting of a land route to the new colony. On
January 8, 1774, Juan Bautista de Anza, accom-
panied by Father Garcés and Father Juan Diaz, re-
traced the route Garcés had followed in 1471 from
Sonora. A total of thirty-four persons made up the
party, which lost its way in the desert and did not
reach Mission San Gabriel until March 22. Anza
went on to Monterey using the coastal route, but re-
turned the same way.

Having proven the feasibility of the land route,
Anza organized an expedition of colonists totaling
240 persons and more than 1,000 livestock. With
Fathers Garcés and Pedro Font the group left Tubac
in Sonora on October 23, 17475, followed their
previous route across the Colorado and the desert,
and arrived in Monterey March 10, 14%6.

Father Garcés left the Anza expedition near the
junction of the Gila and Colorado rivers and, with
only an Indian guide, went up the Colorado. Seek-
ing a better land route to Monterey, Garcés traveled
westward along the Mojave River and through
Cajon Pass, approximating the route of the latter-
day Santa Fe railroad along the thirty-fifth parallel.
After resting at San Gabriel, the wandering cleric
again tried to reach Monterey via an interior route.
Going through Tejon Pass to the vicinity of Bakers-
field, he went on nearly to Tulare Lake. At this
point he returned to the Colorado, probably via
Tehachapi Pass. Difficulty in crossing the Colorado
at Yuma possibly prompted Garcés’ further search
for a new route.

Unfortunately, the land route which Garcés had
done so much to blaze was closed by the Yuma up-
rising in 1781, an event in which the great Fran-
ciscan explorer lost his life.
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19. MISSIONS, FORTS, AND TOWNS DURING THE SPANISH PERIOD, 1769-1822

THE MissION waAs the most important Spanish insti-
tution in California. Designed to Christianize the
natives, it was also intended to strip them of their
aboriginal culture and Hispanize them. Incidental-
ly, the mission also became a significant vehicle by
which Spain could advance her frontier, and it was
the missionary drive, developed in Mexico, which
led to the ultimate settlement of Alta California.

Twenty-one missions were established from San
Diego in the south to Sonoma in the north. They
were located approximately thirty miles apart, or a
single day’s journey along the Royal Road. This
highway was usually little more than a bridle path
and in many places followed the ocean beaches and
was all but impassable in rainy weather.

The preferred mission site had timber, good soil,
a convenient water supply, and Indians. Partially
because of their excellent location, partially because
of an ample labor supply, and partially because of
the able leadership provided by the Franciscan
friars, the missions flourished far more than did
secular institutions. Within a few years the missions
were producing an abundance of crops and a surplus
of livestock. Thus, in actuality, it was the Francis-
cans who really conquered and settled California.

A Mission Chronology

The missions and the date of their founding were:
July 16, 1769 San Diego de Alcala
June 3, 1770 San Carlos de Monterey
(moved to Carme] in
1771)
July 14, 1971 San Antonio de Padua
September 8, 1771 San Gabriel Arcangel
September 1, 1772 San Luis Obispo de Tolosa
November 1, 1776 San Juan Capistrano (First
founded November go,
1775)
San Francisco de Asis
(or Dolores)
January 12, vl Santa Clara de Asis
March g3, 1782 San Buenaventura
December 4, 1786 Santa Barbara

October g, 1776

December 8,1787  La Purisima Concepcién

August 28, 1791 Santa Cruz

October g, 1791 Sefiora de la Soledad

June 11, 1794 San José de Guadalupe

June 24, 1794 San Juan Bautista

July 25, 1797 San Miguel Arcangel

September 8, 1797  San Fernando Rey de —
Espafia

June 13, 1798 San Luis Rey de Francia
September 17, 1804 Santa Ynez

December 14, 1817 San Rafael Arcangel
July 4, 1823 San Francisco Solano

The Spanish fort, or presidio, was intended to
protect the missions from savage Indians or from
attack by foreign intruders. The four forts were es-
tablished at San Diego (1769), Monterey (1770),
San Francisco (1776) and Santa Barbara (1482).
They were initially well constructed, but with the
passage of years were permitted to fall into decay.
According to many foreign visitors, their defenses
were so weak that any invader could easily capture
them. There were but few soldiers in the province
(372 in 1812, for example), and these were re-
perted to be of inferior quality. But however weak
or small, the presence of a Spanish military force
deterred foreign invasion. For an attack on a Cali-
fornia fort would constitute an attack on Spain
herself.

Spanish towns, or pueblos, were founded at San
José (1797); at El Pueblo de Nuestra Sefiora—
which was shortened to Los Angeles (1781), and
Villa de Branciforte (1797). The towns were es-
tablished in the hope that their citizens would raise
enough surplus food to feed the military and also
to provide a militia to assist in the defense of the
province. It was hoped that the towns would be
settled by a high caliber of citizenry, who would
provide fine examples to the Indians. These hopes
were not realized, and often California was some-
thing of a penal colony. Together, the towns and
the forts provided a secular influence that was re-
sented, sometimes with good cause, by the Fran-
ciscan friars.
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