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Crime rate in Los Angeles falls for 10th
straight year, making it the safest big city in
America, but cell phone thefts are way up

For the 10th consecutive year, the overall crime rate in the city of Los Angeles has fallen.
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa and Police Chief Charlie Beck touted the new figures at a
press conference, but had no immediate solution for a 30 percent spike in the theft of cell
phones in the city.
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Los Angeles may not be a city 100 percent filled with angels, but it does have the lowest crime rate
in the U.S. of any city with a population over 2 million.

Los Angeles can now lay claim to being the safest big city in America.

Newly released crime figures for 2012 show that the overall crime rate in Los
Angeles fell 1.4 percent. Notching a decline for the 10th year in a row, Los
Angeles now has the lowest crime rate in the country for cities with a population
over 2 million people.

"Crime is down in the city of Los Angeles for the 10th straight year,” L.A. Mayor
Antonio Villaraigosa said at a press conference called to tout the new numbers.
“Now this is an extraordinary achievement. It's a testament to the tireless work
of our law enforcement officers in conjunction with citizens who care about their
communities and the quality of life.”

Overall, violent crime fell by 8.3 percent, with the number of murders remaining
low. Just 20 years ago there were 1,092 murders in Los Angeles. In 2012, the
city recorded just 298.

COUPLE SHOT DURING SALE OF IPHONE TO CRAISGLIST ‘BUYER’ IN
PARKING LOT OF SAN DIEGO MCDONALD’S

Police Chief Charlie Beck said that the cities efforts to target gang-related
crime have paid off.
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“It wasn’t very long ago that we were the homicide capital of the nation and the State of Irag and Syria
undisputed, undisputed source of gang misery worldwide,” Beck said. “Because beheading American

. , , L, journalist James Foley
of this mayor, we’ve changed that. Now we’re the source of the solution. demonstrated the

While Robberies were down 11 percent from the year before, and the number
of reported aggravated assaults plunged by 6.3 percent, not all the news was FROM AROUND THE WEB
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The number of rapes reported rose by 4.9 percent, and thefts ticked up by 4.3
percent from their 2011 totals.

One area of special concern, however, was a 30 percent spike in cellphone
thefts over the past year.
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LA crime rate down for 10th straight year

Officials say Los Angeles now has the lowest per
capita crime rate of any big city in the U.S.
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