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May 1, 2007 

 
Mr. Jimmy C. Liao 
City Planner/Project Coordinator 
Environmental Review Section 
Department of City Planning 
200 N. Spring Street, Room 750 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Dear Mr. Liao: 
 

Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report for 
Community Recycling and Recovery 

 
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the 
above-mentioned document.  The SCAQMD’s comments are recommendations regarding the analysis of potential 
air quality impacts from the proposed project that should be included in the Draft Environmental Impact Report 
(EIR).  Please send the SCAQMD a copy of the Draft EIR upon its completion.  In addition, please send with the 
Draft EIR all appendices or technical documents related to the air quality analysis and electronic versions 
of all air quality modeling and health risk assessment files.  Without all files and supporting air quality 
documentation, the SCAQMD will be unable to complete its review of the air quality analysis in a timely 
manner.  Any delays in providing all supporting air quality documentation will require additional time for 
review beyond the end of the comment period. 
 
Over the past five years, the operations at Community Recycling and Recovery has been the subject of hundreds 
of public nuisance complaints to the SCAQMD alleging odor and dust (visible emissions) and emissions causing 
a nuisance.  These complaints and SCAQMD investigations have resulted in the issuance of 15 Notices of 
Violation (NOV) by SCAQMD to Community Recycling and Recovery.  The majority of the NOVs were issued 
for odor nuisance complaints.  The SCAQMD staff is concerned that increasing the tonnage of waste handled at 
this facility could lead to additional public nuisance complaints and potentially more NOVs issued if appropriate 
odor and dust management practices are not properly implemented.  In October 2006, the SCAQMD Governing 
Board adopted Rule 410 - Odors from Transfer Stations and Material Recovery Facilities which requires 
submittal of an Odor Management Plan and possibly enclosure requirements depending on the size of the facility 
expansion.   The SCAQMD staff recommends that the lead agency address the potential for odor and dust from 
the facility and include all feasible mitigations in the Draft EIR to prevent future public nuisance. 
 
Air Quality Analysis 
The SCAQMD adopted its California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Air Quality Handbook in 1993 to assist 
other public agencies with the preparation of air quality analyses.  The SCAQMD recommends that the Lead 
Agency use this Handbook as guidance when preparing its air quality analysis.  Copies of the Handbook are 
available from the SCAQMD’s Subscription Services Department by calling (909) 396-3720.  Alternatively, the 
lead agency may wish to consider using the California Air Resources Board (CARB) approved URBEMIS 2002 
Model.  This model is available on the SCAQMD Website at:  www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/models.html.   
 
The Lead Agency should identify any potential adverse air quality impacts that could occur from all phases of the 
project and all air pollutant sources related to the project.  Air quality impacts from both construction (including 
demolition, if any) and operations should be calculated.  Construction-related air quality impacts typically include, 
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but are not limited to, emissions from the use of heavy-duty equipment from grading, earth-loading/unloading, 
paving, architectural coatings, off-road mobile sources (e.g., heavy-duty construction equipment) and on-road 
mobile sources (e.g., construction worker vehicle trips, material transport trips).  Operation-related air quality 
impacts may include, but are not limited to, emissions from stationary sources (e.g., boilers), area sources (e.g., 
solvents and coatings), and vehicular trips (e.g., on- and off-road tailpipe emissions and entrained dust).  Air 
quality impacts from indirect sources, that is, sources that generate or attract vehicular trips should be included in 
the analysis. 
 
The SCAQMD has developed a methodology for calculating PM2.5 emissions from construction and operational 
activities and processes.  In connection with developing PM2.5 calculation methodologies, the SCAQMD has also 
developed both regional and localized significance thresholds.  The SCAQMD requests that the lead agency 
quantify PM2.5 emissions and compare the results to the recommended PM2.5 significance thresholds.  Guidance 
for calculating PM2.5 emissions and PM2.5 significance thresholds can be found at the following internet address: 
http://www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/handbook/PM2_5/PM2_5.html. 
 
In addition to analyzing regional air quality impacts the SCAQMD recommends calculating localized air quality 
impacts and comparing the results to localized significance thresholds (LSTs).  LST’s can be used in addition to 
the recommended regional significance thresholds as a second indication of air quality impacts when preparing a 
CEQA document.  Therefore, when preparing the air quality analysis for the proposed project, it is recommended 
that the lead agency perform a localized significance analysis by either using the LSTs developed by the 
SCAQMD or performing dispersion modeling as necessary.  Guidance for performing a localized air quality 
analysis can be found at http://www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/handbook/LST/LST.html.  
 
It is recommended that lead agencies for projects generating or attracting vehicular trips, especially heavy-duty 
diesel-fueled vehicles, perform a mobile source health risk assessment.  Guidance for performing a mobile source 
health risk assessment (“Health Risk Assessment Guidance for Analyzing Cancer Risk from Mobile Source 
Diesel Idling Emissions for CEQA Air Quality Analysis”) can be found on the SCAQMD’s CEQA webpages at 
the following internet address: http://www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/handbook/mobile_toxic/mobile_toxic.html.  An 
analysis of all toxic air contaminant impacts due to the decommissioning or use of equipment potentially 
generating such air pollutants should also be included. 
 
Mitigation Measures 
In the event that the project generates significant adverse air quality impacts, CEQA requires that all feasible 
mitigation measures that go beyond what is required by law be utilized during project construction and operation 
to minimize or eliminate significant adverse air quality impacts.  To assist the Lead Agency with identifying 
possible mitigation measures for the project, please refer to Chapter 11 of the SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality 
Handbook for sample air quality mitigation measures.  Additional mitigation measures can be found on the 
SCAQMD’s CEQA webpages at the following internet address: 
www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/handbook/mitigation/MM_intro.html Additionally, SCAQMD’s Rule 403 – Fugitive Dust, 
and the Implementation Handbook contain numerous measures for controlling construction-related emissions that 
should be considered for use as CEQA mitigation if not otherwise required.  Other measures to reduce air quality 
impacts from land use projects can be found in the SCAQMD’s Guidance Document for Addressing Air Quality 
Issues in General Plans and Local Planning.  This document can be found at the following internet address: 
http://www.aqmd.gov/prdas/aqguide/aqguide.html.  In addition, guidance on siting incompatible land uses can be 
found in the California Air Resources Board’s Air Quality and Land Use Handbook: A Community Perspective, 
which can be found at the following internet address: http://www.arb.ca.gov/ch/handbook.pdf.  Pursuant to state 
CEQA Guidelines §15126.4 (a)(1)(D), any impacts resulting from mitigation measures must also be discussed. 
 
Data Sources 
SCAQMD rules and relevant air quality reports and data are available by calling the SCAQMD’s Public 
Information Center at (909) 396-2039.  Much of the information available through the Public Information Center 
is also available via the SCAQMD’s World Wide Web Homepage (http://www.aqmd.gov). 
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The SCAQMD is willing to work with the Lead Agency to ensure that project-related emissions are accurately 
identified, categorized, and evaluated.  Please call Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Air Quality Specialist, CEQA 
Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding this letter. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Susan Nakamura 
Planning and Rules Manager 
Planning, Rule Development and Area Sources 
 

SN:CB:li 
LAC070403-02LI 
Control Number 













I see no reason this project can't go forward. 
 
We own commercial property at 9103 Norris Avenue, Sun 
Valley.  We are in the construction business.  We also are 
part owners in a residence approximately 3 miles away, off 
Sunland Blvd. 
 
Why a city would even consider holding back a Recycling 
company is beyond my imagination. 
 
We have lost dump site because material didn't use to be 
recycled - we have lost natural resources for the same 
reason. 
 
Community Recycling and Recovery is located in an area of 
concrete and asphalt recycling plants, auto salvage plants, 
construction yards, medical waste processing plants and 
landfills.   
  a.. The idea that this building may not be aesthetically 
pleasing in an area of landfills, junk yards, and other 
recycling plants is a joke.   
  b.. Air quality will only be improved if the process is 
enclosed - the volume will not matter. My experience is 
that concrete and asphalt recycling plants cause a lot more 
pollution than recycling of garbage, trees, construction 
debris etc. 
  c.. Land use - it has been a recycling plant for probably 
30+ years. 
  d.. Noise and Traffic - we expected this type of noise 
and traffic when we invested in our property - it is and 
has long been a place of high truck traffic due to all the 
above mentioned businesses.  More trucks passing by my 
business, yes, but more tax dollars for Los Angeles and 
less cost for construction and trash pickup because it 
won't have to be trucked out of the city or out of the 
state. 
  e.. I'm not sure about Storm Water Runoff but I don't see 
how that would be a problem.  Whether the rain hits the top 
of a building or directly on the ground - is that 
different? 



This is a good plan in my opinion. 
 
Cordially, 
 
Mary Saied 
 



EMAIL 
 
Dear Mr. Liao, 
 
  
 
The East Valley Coalition offers the following comments on 
the proposed 
expansion of Community Recycling & Recovery located at 9143 
and 9189 DeGarmo 
and 11300 Pendleton Street, Sun Valley. 
 
  
 
* During the scoping meeting held on April 17, 2007, it 
was evident 
the project description was inadequate and incomplete.  The 
project 
description must include all elements of the operation, 
including FROG 
handling & storage, Truck flow, etc.  Descriptions of 
operations were 
topical. 
 
  
 
* The EIR should be also be provided in Spanish as the 
Sun Valley area 
is predominantly populated with Spanish speaking residents.  
This allows for 
meaningful participation in the CEQA process. 
 
  
 
* A site plan review is required.  How will this be 
addressed? 
 
  
 



* There must be an extensive review of Cumulative 
impacts.  Sun Valley 
is already plagued with hazards and pollution from the 
extensive collection 
of waste industries, auto dismantlers, gravel pits, chrome 
plating, 
landfills, a power plant, and freeways.  The current 
expansion proposals 
from Bradley Recycling & Transfer Station, American Waste 
Industries, Sun 
Valley Paper Stock, and Looney Bins must all be thoroughly 
scrutinized and 
considered in this DEIR.  How will this be done?   How will 
the EIR address 
the many waste industries located within an Environmental 
Justice Zone?  How 
can such citing encourage other waste shed areas to 
responsibly and 
equitably handle their own waste?   
 
  
 
* Will this expansion further the blight of the 
community, the 
reduction in quality of life issues? Will property values 
go down?  Will the 
rights of local residents to the peaceful and quiet 
enjoyment of their 
properties be affected by the increase in truck traffic? 
 
  
 
* Operating conditions - Inspections must be held far 
more frequently 
than they currently are.  During the scoping meeting Wayne 
Tsuda, 
Environmental Affairs, stated he had no idea that Community 
Recycling was 
involved in a pilot program with the City of L.A. that 
allowed it to take in 



restaurant food waste.  This has been going on for some 
time - all without a 
permit or oversight! 
 
  
 
* How many tpd of the restaurant pilot program?  What 
are future plans 
for this food waste should the pilot program expand? 
 
  
 
* An inspection program needs to be funded by the local 
waste 
industries. Sun Valley requires a dedicated full-time 
inspector to ensure 
regulatory compliance. 
 
  
 
* Permits - the proper permits are not in place for this 
type of 
operation.  
 
  
 
* Enclosed operations.  All operations, including C&D, 
should be held 
in a 4 sided enclosure with rollup doors.  If the operation 
poses an odor 
nuisance, than a negative pressurized system should be 
installed and 
utilizing a two stage carbon filtration system.  The EIR 
should detail 
specifics about the odor control system.  Using terms such 
as "State-of-the 
Art" does not provide the reader with a clear understanding 
of the system 
and therefore cannot adequately comment on it. 
 



  
 
* Conveyor belts - will what kinds will be used, will 
there be noise 
or low rumblings?  Will there be exhaust? Where will it go? 
 
  
 
* Garbage should not be allowed to remain on site for 
more than 48 
hours.  This reduces odors and vector problems.  The time 
allowed for C&D 
materials should be reduced from 15 days to 10 days, with a 
rotation 
practice in place to prevent piles of older debris 
remaining stagnant. This 
would also reduce vector and odor problems.   
 
  
 
* Traffic/Vehicles - Clean burning vehicles should be 
required of 
everyone doing business with Community Recycling.  The 
negative impacts 
associated with an increase from the original 1700 tpd, to 
the current 5300 
tpd to the proposed 7000 tpd is significant and must be 
thoroughly analyzed. 
 
  
 
* Where is the trash coming from and being hauled to?  
What are the 
routes? Off-site tracking is a big concern.  Vehicle 
cleaning must be 
required, including undercarriage.  The streets of Sun 
Valley are caked with 
dust that gets churned up with each passing truck. The dust 
vapor is present 



daily.  Thousands of trucks that arrive to Sun Valley 
hauling loads are 
filthy and add more dust vapor into our air. When analyzing 
traffic and air 
quality impacts, how is this considered?   
 
  
 
* Each trash hauling vehicle drops a certain amount of 
trash as they 
travel.  All of them do. Multiply that by the thousands of 
trucks that pass 
through the Sun Valley streets, or the Sunland streets on 
their way to the 
Sun Valley sites. The Sun Valley & Sunland area freeways 
and off-ramps are 
also littered.  I have driven behind hundreds of these 
trucks and every day 
I continue to witness the littering.  A regular non-
commercial vehicle could 
be stopped and the driver fined for this type of littering.  
Street sweeping 
for a mile around the site is a valuable mitigation 
measure, but does 
nothing to reduce the rest of the litter caused by these 
trucks. This needs 
to be addressed in the EIR. 
 
  
 
* Vehicle idling and queuing - There should be a maximum 
limit for 
vehicle idling time.  Where will the trucks queue up?  They 
should not be 
allowed to stack up on the street, nor park.  For years we 
have seen this 
company monopolize the streets and disregard city code with 
their vehicles 
lined up in the streets and parked overnight. 
 



  
 
* Christopher and Joseph, the EIR preparers, should be 
required to use 
consistent measurement descriptions throughout the 
document.  The 
information presented, a traffic analysis chart for 
example, should not be 
printed in smaller font than the rest of the document. The 
information 
should be presented so that the members of our community 
can see it, 
understand it and comment on it.  This is a basic right as 
outlined by CEQA. 
 
  
 
* The project name and address should be singular and 
consistent. 
Currently this business operates using different names and 
addresses. This 
creates potential for piecemealing and lax oversight and 
regulation. 
 
  
 
* Will there be adequate storm drains and rain water 
collection basins 
in place? 
 
  
 
* Visual Impacts - At the scoping meeting we were 
informed there would 
be 25 foot walls surrounding the facility to mask the 
garbage.  This wall 
and any structure could be attractively designed and 
landscaped as to 
minimize and mask its garbage fortress appearance from 
nearby residential 



homes, the freeway and Shadow Hills foothill homes.  
 
  
 
* What kind of wall is this 25 foot perimeter wall?  It 
needs to be a 
heavily reinforced block wall. 
 
  
 
* Mitigation measures - A business that would so heavily 
impact a 
community needs to give back to the community.  Road clean-
up, road repairs, 
tree planting & community beautification programs, 
sidewalk/lighting, health 
studies funding, etc. 
 
  
 
  
 
East Valley Coalition appreciates the opportunity to 
comment on the proposed 
project.  We are concerned about the continued expansion of 
the cluster of 
polluting industries in Sun Valley.  East Valley Coalition 
is   committed to 
changing the environment of our community to a healthy, 
beautiful place to 
live and raise our children. 
 
  
 
Sincerely, 
 
  
 
Cynthia Despres, President 
 



East Valley Coalition, Member of One-LA (I.A.F.) 
 
 




