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IV. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ANALYSIS 
L. ARCHITECTURAL/HISTORIC RESOURCES 

 

The purpose of this section is to identify and evaluate historic resources that could be 
impacted by the implementation of the proposed Project, to analyze the nature of those impacts, and 
to propose mitigation measures for any adverse impacts. 

1. ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 

A prehistoric archaeological resources record search of the Project area, conducted by the 
South Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC) at California State University-Fullerton, 
indicates that no recorded prehistoric archaeological resources exist on the Project site and the 
likelihood of discovering such resources is remote.  No archaeological resources were identified 
during this survey.  The records search indicated that the Project area has a low sensitivity for 
prehistoric and historic archaeological resources.  A paleontological resources record search of the 
Project area was conducted by the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County.  A review of 
the record search data indicates that no recorded paleontological resources exist within the project 
area and that the likelihood of discovering such resources is remote.  As no significant impacts to 
paleontological or archaeological resources are expected, no further analysis is warranted.  
However, a mitigation measure is provided for unanticipated discoveries that may occur. 

a. Regulatory Framework 

The evaluation and treatment of historic resources falls within the purview of several levels 
of government.  Federal laws provide a primary regulatory framework for the evaluation of historic 
resources.  However, the State of California and its local jurisdictions play active roles in the 
identification and documentation of such resources within their communities.  Numerous laws and 
regulations require federal, State, and local agencies to consider the effects of a proposed project on 
historic resources.  These laws and regulations stipulate a process for compliance, define the 
responsibilities of the various agencies proposing the action, and prescribe the relationship among 
other involved agencies.  The National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (NHPA), the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the California Register of Historical Resources, and 
Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 5024 et seq. are the primary federal and State laws governing 
and/or affecting preservation of historic resources of national, State, regional, and local 
significance.126  At the local level, the City of Los Angeles provides for designation and protection of 
                                                 
126  The California Register was established by Assembly Bill 2881. 
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local historic resources under the Cultural Heritage Ordinance.  A discussion of these laws and 
regulations is provided below. 

(1) National Register of Historic Places 

First authorized by the Historic Sites Act of 1935, the National Register of Historic Places 
(National Register) was established by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 as "an 
authoritative guide to be used by Federal, State, and local governments, private groups and citizens 
to identify the Nation's historic resources and to indicate what properties should be considered for 
protection from destruction or impairment."127  The National Register recognizes properties that are 
significant at the national, State and local levels. 

To be eligible for listing in the National Register, a resource must be significant in American 
history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, or culture.  Districts, sites, buildings, structures, and 
objects of potential significance must meet one or more of the following four established criteria:128 

• Are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history; 

• Are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; 

• Embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or 
that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that 
represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack 
individual distinction; or 

• Have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history. 

Unless the property possesses exceptional significance, it must be at least 50 years old to be 
eligible for National Register listing. 

In addition to meeting the criteria of significance, a property must have integrity.  Integrity is 
understood as “the ability of a property to convey its significance.”129  The National Register 
                                                 
127  Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), 36 Section 60.2. 
128  Guidelines for Completing National Register Forms, National Register Bulletin 16, U.S. Department of the Interior, 

National Park Service, September 30, 1986 (“National Register Bulletin 16”).  This bulletin contains technical 
information on comprehensive planning, survey of cultural resources and registration in the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

129  National Register Bulletin 15, p. 44. 
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recognizes seven qualities that, in various combinations, define integrity.  To retain historic integrity 
a property must possess several, and usually most, of these seven aspects.  Thus, the retention of the 
specific aspects of integrity is paramount for a property to convey its significance.130  The seven 
factors that define integrity are location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and 
association. 

(2) California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 

Under CEQA, a “project that may cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a 
historical resource is a project that may have a significant effect on the environment.”131  This 
statutory standard involves a two-part inquiry.  The first involves a determination of whether the 
project involves a historical resource.  If so, the second part involves determining whether the 
project may involve a “substantial adverse change in the significance” of the historical resource.  To 
address these issues, guidelines that implement the 1992 statutory amendments relating to historical 
resources were adopted in final form on October 26, 1998 with the addition of State CEQA 
Guideline Section 15064.5.  The new State CEQA Guidelines specify that for purposes of CEQA 
compliance, the term "historical resources" shall include the following:132 

• A resource listed in, or determined to be eligible by the State Historical Resources 
Commission, for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources. 

• A resource included in a local register of historical resources, as defined in section 
5020.1(k) of the Public Resources Code or identified as significant in a historical 
resource survey meeting the requirements in section 5024.1(g) of the Public 
Resources Code, shall be presumed to be historically or culturally significant.  Public 
agencies must treat any such resource as significant unless the preponderance of 
evidence demonstrates that it is not historically or culturally significant. 

• Any object, building, structure, site, area, place, record, or manuscript which a lead 
agency determines to be historically significant or significant in the architectural, 
engineering, scientific, economic, agricultural, educational, social, political, military, 
or cultural annals of California may be considered to be a historical resource, 
provided the lead agency's determination is supported by substantial evidence in 
light of the whole record.  Generally, a resource shall be considered by the lead 
agency to be "historically significant" if the resource meets the criteria for listing on 
the California Register of Historical Resources. 

                                                 
130  Ibid. 
131  California Public Resources Code Section 21084.1 - Added in 1992 by AB 2881. 
132  State CEQA Guidelines, 14 CCR Section 15064.5(a). 
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• The fact that a resource is not listed in, or determined to be eligible for listing in the 
California Register of Historical Resources, not included in a local register of 
historical resources (pursuant to section 5020.1(k) of the Public Resources Code), or 
identified in a historical resources survey (meeting the criteria in section 5024.1(g) of 
the Public Resources Code) does not preclude a lead agency from determining that 
the resource may be a historical resource as defined in Public Resources Code 
sections 5020.1(j) or 5024.1. 

(3) California Register of Historical Resources 

The California Register of Historical Resources (California Register) was established to be a 
comprehensive listing of California’s historic resources, including those of national, State, and local 
significance.  Created by Assembly Bill 2881 which was signed into law on September 27, 1992, the 
California Register is “an authoritative listing and guide to be used by State and local agencies, 
private groups, and citizens in identifying the existing historical resources of the State and to 
indicate which resources deserve to be protected, to the extent prudent and feasible, from substantial 
adverse change.”133  The criteria for eligibility for the California Register are based upon National 
Register criteria.134 

A resource must meet one or more of the following criteria for listing on the California 
Register of Historical Resources: 

a. Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of California's history and cultural heritage; 

b. Is associated with the lives of persons important in our past; 

c. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of 
construction, or represents the work of an important creative individual, or possesses 
high artistic values; or 

d. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history. 

                                                 
133  California Public Resources Code Section 5024.1(a). 
134  See Code § 5024.1(b). 
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In addition, certain resources are determined by the statue to be automatically included in the 
California Register, including California properties formally determined eligible for, or listed in, the 
National Register of Historic Places.135 

(4) State Office of Historic Preservation Survey 

The State Office of Historic Preservation (OHP) utilizes a three-digit evaluation code 
consisting of seven categories to specify National Register eligibility.  The evaluation instructions 
and classification system used by OHP are provided in its Instructions for Recording Historical 
Resources.  Properties that are studied for historic significance in California are evaluated and 
classified according to OHP’s instructions in order to assign a three-digit classification code.  The 
first digit indicates one of the following general evaluation categories for use in conducting 
historical resource surveys:136 

1. Listed on the National Register of Historic Places 

2. Determined eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places 

3. Appears eligible for the National Register of Historic Places 

4. May become eligible for the National Register of Historic Places 

5. Not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places, but of local interest 

6. None of the above 

7. Undetermined 

The second digit is a letter code indicating whether the resource is separately eligible (S), 
eligible as part of a district (D), or both (B).  The third digit is a number that is used to further 
specify significance and refine the relationship of the property to the National Register.  Under this 
system categories 1 through 4 pertain to various levels of National Register eligibility.  The 
California Register, however, may include surveyed resources through level 5  (e.g., properties 
ineligible for listing in the National Register, but of local interest).  In addition, properties found 
ineligible for listing in the National Register and of no local interest are given an evaluation rating 
of 6. 

                                                 
135  California Public Resources Code Section 5024.1(d). 
136  California Register Regulation 14 CCR and § 4852(e)(1). 
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(5) Los Angeles Historic - Cultural Monuments 

The City of Los Angeles enacted a Cultural Heritage Ordinance in April 1962, which 
defines Los Angeles Historic - Cultural Monuments (LAHCMs) for the City.  According to the 
ordinance, LAHCMs are sites, buildings, or structures of particular historic or cultural significance 
to the City of Los Angeles in which the broad cultural, political, or social history of the nation, State, 
or City is reflected or exemplified, including sites and buildings associated with important 
personages, or which embody distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type, style, or method 
of construction, or are associated with a notable architect.  These LAHCMs are regulated by the 
Cultural Heritage Commission, which reviews permits to alter, relocate, or demolish these 
landmarks. 

b. Historic Context 

Residential development in the area surrounding the Project site began during the last few 
decades of the nineteenth century as the City began to grow along horse car, cable car, and 
electrified streetcar lines that were initiated in 1874, 1885, and 1887 respectively.  Electric streetcar 
lines wove their way through the area along Figueroa Street, 11th Street, and Pico Boulevard.  In 
contrast to the wealthier suburbs being developed further south in West Adams, the area 
surrounding the Project site was settled by more middle class residents who built modest single-
family dwellings.  However, during the first few decades of the twentieth century, multi-family 
dwellings were constructed among the single-family stock, changing the character of the area. 

As early as 1906, commercial activity began to appear on Figueroa and Flower Streets.  By 
the 1920s, Figueroa Street between Olympic and Adams Boulevards began to emerge as 
“Automobile Row.”  As the automobile grew in popularity, showrooms and related businesses 
became more specialized and consolidated geographically.  Although many automobile dealers 
continued to service the cars they sold, the functions of shipping, storing, and repairing cars were 
increasingly performed by other businesses specifically created to meet these needs.  It was at this 
point that the automobile show and sales room came into its own.  To keep pace with the public’s 
demand for automobiles, a relatively large number of showrooms were constructed along Figueroa 
Street.  The automobile-related resources from this period, which vary from commercial garages to 
high-style automobile showrooms, serve as evidence of the important role the automobile played in 
the historical development of Los Angeles.  Oil companies also made their headquarters in this area 
as evidenced by J.P. Getty’s Petroleum Building and the Standard Oil Building, both located on 
Olympic Boulevard between Figueroa and Hope Streets. 
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c. Existing Conditions 

The Project site and the areas directly adjacent to the Project site have been previously 
surveyed three times to identify potential historic resources.  The first was a two-phased 
comprehensive survey of the Central Business District, conducted by Roger Hathaway and 
Associates for the Community Redevelopment Agency in 1981 and 1983 (photograph, research, and 
assignment of numerical evaluation using California Office of Historic Preservation survey 
methodology in 1981, and Determination of Eligibility in 1983).  The second survey was an update 
of the first survey, conducted in 1990 by the Los Angeles Conservancy.  These surveys identified 
(and assigned evaluation codes for) twenty-one properties on, and adjacent to, the Project site.  
Based upon further field inspection of the area and additional research, conducted by Historic 
Resources Group (HRG) for the Environmental Impact Report, Los Angeles Sports and 
Entertainment Complex, 1997 (STAPLES Center EIR), the properties were re-evaluated and new 
evaluation rating codes were assigned.  In analyzing the historic significance of properties in the 
project area, HRG utilized the criteria for designation under federal, State, and local programs.  The 
OHP survey methodology was used to rank the relative significance of properties.  A total of 24 
properties were identified in the STAPLES Center EIR as having some potential historic 
significance.  Of these twenty-four properties, twenty of the properties were demolished during 
construction of the STAPLES Center project and one property, the former 1043 S. Bixel property, 
was relocated to a site in the Adams Normandie 4321 Redevelopment Project Area.. 

There are no historic resources located within the Project site that are currently listed in or 
eligible for federal, state, and/or local designation.  The Project site consists primarily of paved 
surface parking lots.  However, four properties identified in the previous surveys discussed above 
are located directly adjacent to the Project site, and are shown in Table 58 on page 439.  Two 
additional properties have been added as a result of a site assessment performed for the proposed 
Project in September 2000.  These two properties are the Figueroa Hotel located at 939 South 
Figueroa Street and the Petroleum Building located at 714 West Olympic Boulevard.  Though not 
directly impacted by the project, these six properties are discussed below to address potential 
indirect impacts on historic resources. 

940 S. Figueroa Street 

The five-story Variety Arts Center of Los Angeles building, located at 940 South Figueroa 
Street, is listed in the National Register of Historic Places (Category 1S).  As a result, it is also listed 
in the California Register.  The Variety Arts Center is also designated as a City of Los Angeles 
Historic-Cultural Monument (Monument No. 196).  The location of this property is shown on 
Figure 51 on page 440 and a photograph of the property is shown on Figure 53 on page 441.  The 
Variety Arts Center building was designed by the architectural firm of Allison & Allison.  The 
Italian Renaissance Revival designed theatre and clubhouse was built in 1924 for the Friday 
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Morning Club, a women’s group established in 1891.  The primary elevation of the building faces 
west and exhibits the visual characteristics of the Italian Renaissance Revival styling on its exterior.  
The north, south, and east elevations are utilitarian in design and are considered secondary features. 

The secondary elevations are currently utilized as large commercial advertising space (i.e., 
advertising walls) with painted advertisements on them.  The advertisements are frequently changed 
and are not considered historically significant. 

1037 S. Flower Street 

The property at 1037 South Flower is a one-story Spanish Colonial Revival building.  The 
location of this property is shown on Figure 51.  Its street facade has been modified and is 

Table 58 
 

HISTORIC RESOURCES ADJACENT TO THE PROJECT  SITE 

Address Description 
1981 

Survey 
1990 

Survey 
1997a 

Survey 
OHPb 

Database 
1.  939 S. Figueroa  
    (Hotel Figueroa) 

12-story Italian Renaissance 
Revival (1925) 

- - - 3S 

2.   940 S. Figueroa 
     (Variety Arts Center) 

5-story Italian Renaissance 
Revival (1924) 

3 3 1S 1S 

3.  1037 S. Flower 1-story Spanish Colonial  
Revival (1930) 

5 5 5S3 - 

4.  1100 S. Flower 
     (former Toy Center  
      building) 

3-story Classical Revival  
Warehouse (1919) 

- 5 5S3 - 

5.  1140 S. Flower 3-story Streamline Warehouse 
(1936) 

- 5 5S3 - 

6.   714 W. Olympic 
     (Petroleum Building) 

10-story Italian Renaissance 
Revival (1925) 

2S2 - - 2S2 

  

Legend: 
1S Properties listed on the National Register. 
3  Properties appearing eligible for the National Register. 
5  Properties not eligible for the National Register, but of local interest. 

2S2 Determined eligible for separate listing in the National Register through a consensus determination. 
5S3 Properties appearing ineligible for the National Register and for local designation under a local 

ordinance, but eligible for special consideration in the planning process. 

 
a  HRG Consultants, Los Angeles Sports and Entertainment Complex, Historic Resources Survey, 1997. 
b  California Office of Historic Preservation, Historic Resource Inventory Database, 1999. 
 
Source:  PCR Services Corporation., December 2000. 
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Figure 51  Location of  Adjacent Historic Properties 
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Figure 53 Variety Arts Center 
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surrounded by surface parking lots to the north and south.  With no other neighborhood commercial 
structures around it, the building has lost both its physical integrity and its context.  Therefore, this 
property was assigned an evaluation rating code of 5S3, ineligible for the National Register, the 
California Register, and for local designation.  Further, in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2-3) 
of the CEQA Guidelines, this property is not considered an historic resource for the purposes of 
CEQA. 

1100 S. Flower Street 

The 1100 South Flower building is the work of architects Morgan, Walls, and Morgan.  The 
location of this property is shown on Figure 51.  This building was a former toy wholesale and 
distribution center.  The third floor cornice along the north and west façade retains the classical 
detailing of its original design from 1919, however, substantial modifications were previously made 
to the lower two floors in window treatment and ground floor opening.  These alterations have been 
largely restored to previous conditions through extensive renovation work by the current owner, 
Flower Holdings, LLC.  The interior ground floor space also retains several decorated column 
capitals.  Because of lack of sufficient architectural integrity and historical associations this property 
was assigned an evaluation rating code of 5S3.  In addition, there are better examples of this 
architectural firm’s work in downtown Los Angeles and southern California.  Therefore, the 
property appears ineligible for the National Register, the California Register, and for local 
designation.  Further, in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2-3) of the CEQA Guidelines, this 
property is not considered an historic resource for the purposes of CEQA. 

1140 S. Flower Street 

The 1140 South Flower (Bronson) building is the work of Earl Heitschmidt.  The location of 
this property is shown on Figure 51.  This warehouse was constructed in 1936 in a simple 
Streamline Moderne style.  The upper two floors of the building appear relatively intact; however, 
substantial modification has been made to the ground floor.  In addition, better examples of 
Heitschmidt’s work exist both in downtown Los Angeles and throughout southern California.  
Because this property lacks sufficient architectural integrity and historic associations it appears 
ineligible for the National Register, the California Register, and for local designation.  Further, in 
accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2-3) of the CEQA Guidelines, this property is not considered an 
historic resource for the purposes of CEQA. 

714 W. Olympic Boulevard 

This structure was investigated during a site assessment performed for the proposed Project 
in September 2000. The 10-story Petroleum Building was designed in the Italian Renaissance 
Revival style by the local architectural firm of Meyer & Holler in 1925.  The location of this 
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property is shown on Figure 51.  Its overall design and style denotes the Florentine palaces of the 
early Renaissance period.  This property was assigned an evaluation rating code of 2S2 which 
indicates that it has been formally determined eligible for the National Register of Historic Places.  
This building was designated as Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument No. 596 on April 26, 
1994.137  The building is currently utilized for commercial office space. 

939 S. Figueroa Street 

This structure was investigated during a site assessment performed for the proposed Project 
in September 2000. The location of this property is shown on Figure 51.  Architects Stanton, Reed 
and Hibbard built the 12-story Hotel Figueroa in 1925.  The architectural style is Italian Renaissance 
Revival with Beaux Arts influences.  The Hotel Figueroa is an interpretation of northern Italian 
Renaissance town houses.  This building still operates as a hotel and has 285 rooms.  The trio of 
walls facing Olympic Boulevard is currently used for commercial advertising space.  This building 
has not been designated as a Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument138; however, a 1979 historic 
resource survey determined that this building appears to be eligible for the National Register (3S). 

2. PROJECT IMPACT 

(1) Significance Thresholds/Methodologies 

The CEQA Guidelines state that a project involves a “substantial adverse change” when one 
or more of the following occurs: 

• Substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource means 
physical demolition, destruction, relocation, or alteration of the resource or its 
immediate surroundings such that the significance of a historical resource would be 
materially impaired.139 

• The significance of a historical resource is materially impaired when a project:140 

– Demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical 
characteristics of a historical resource that convey its historical significance and 

                                                 
137  Telephone Conversation with Margie Thayne, Commission Executive Assistant, City of Los Angeles Cultural Affairs 

Department, September 26, 2000. 
138  Ibid. 
139  State CEQA Guidelines, 14 CCR Section 15064.5(b)(1). 
140  State CEQA Guidelines, 14 CCR Section 15064.5(b)(2). 
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that justify its inclusion in, or eligibility for, inclusion in the California Register 
of Historical Resources; or 

– Demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical 
characteristics that account for its inclusion in a local register of historical 
resources pursuant to section 5020.1(k) of the Public Resources Code or its 
identification in a historical resources survey meeting the requirements of section 
5024.1(g) of the Public Resources Code, unless the public agency reviewing the 
effects of the project establishes by a preponderance of evidence that the 
resource is not historically or culturally significant; or 

– Demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical 
characteristics of a historical resource that convey its historical significance and 
that justify its eligibility for inclusion in the California Register of Historical 
Resources as determined by a lead agency for purposes of CEQA. 

(2) Analysis of Project Impacts 

There are no historically significant resources located within the Project site.  The Project 
site consists almost entirely of paved surface parking lots.  However, there are six properties located 
directly adjacent to the Project site. 

(a) Construction 

940 South Figueroa Street 

The Variety Arts Center building is listed on the National Register of Historic Resources and 
is also designated a Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument.  No significant direct impacts to the 
Variety Arts Center during Project construction are anticipated.  Compatibility would be ensured 
through Project design features that are sympathetic to the Variety Arts Center, and that provide a 
street wall design that will complement the unique Variety Arts Center façade that exists along 
Figueroa Street.  Construction activities would not result in any significant impacts to this building.  
No mitigation measures are required to implement the proposed Project. 

1037 S. Flower Street 

This property appears ineligible for the National Register, California Register, and for local 
designation.  The 1997 survey evaluated the building as an OHP rating of 5S3 (properties appearing 
ineligible for the National Register, California Register, or local register, but eligible for special 
consideration in the planning process).  Construction activities would not result in any significant 
impacts to this building.  No mitigation measures are required to implement the proposed Project. 
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1100 South Flower Street 

This property appears ineligible for the National Register, California Register, and for local 
designation.  It has been given an OHP rating of 5S3 (properties appearing ineligible for the 
National Register, California Register, or local register, but eligible for special consideration in the 
planning process).  Construction activities would not result in any significant impacts to this 
building.  No mitigation measures are required to implement the proposed Project. 

1140 South Flower Street 

This property appears ineligible for the National Register, California Register, and for local 
designation.  It has been given an OHP rating of 5S3 (properties appearing ineligible for the 
National Register, California Register, or local register, but eligible for special consideration in the 
planning process).  Construction activities would not result in any significant impacts to this 
building.  No mitigation measures are required to implement the proposed Project. 

714 W. Olympic Boulevard 

The Petroleum Building is designated as a Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument and has 
been determined eligible for the National Register of Historic Places.  The building is currently 
utilized for commercial office space.  Construction activities would not result in any significant 
impacts to this building.  No mitigation measures are required to implement the proposed Project. 

939 S. Figueroa Street 

The Hotel Figueroa at 939 S. Figueroa Street has not been designated as a Los Angeles 
Historic-Cultural Monument; however, a 1979 historic resource survey determined that this building 
appears to be eligible for the National Register (3S).  The building is currently utilized as a hotel.  
Construction activities for the proposed Project would not result in any significant impacts to this 
building.  No mitigation measures are required to implement the proposed Project. 

(b) Operation 

940 S. Figueroa Street 

The front façade of the Variety Arts Center that faces Figueroa Street is considered the most 
important building feature.  The south and east faces of the building are currently utilized as 
advertising space (i.e., advertising walls) painted on architecturally unembellished facades.  The 
advertisements are frequently changed.  The proposed Project could include a office building 
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located immediately south and east of the Variety Arts Center.  The Variety Arts Center building 
was built at a time when the height zones were dictated by the height of Los Angeles City Hall, as 
no building was to be taller than City Hall. 

The proposed Project could result in an impact to the five-story Variety Arts Center if the 
proposed development were to tower above the Variety Arts Center, thereby resulting in a loss of 
visual access to the Variety Arts Center from the south and east.  Even though a building podium 
and a building would be part of the same overall structure, only the podium could abut the Variety 
Arts Center.  The potential building above the podium will be set back from the Variety Arts Center, 
thus minimizing any impact upon this historic five-story building.  In addition, the front façade of 
the Variety Arts Center will not be blocked by the Project development or operation.  The Variety 
Arts Center was originally designed to abut other buildings on all sides with the exception of the 
front façade facing Figueroa Street.  In fact, until 1987, a hotel was located immediately south of the 
Variety Arts Center.  Therefore, with the incorporation of Project design features, the loss of visual 
access to any of these three sides of the building, would not represent a significant impact to historic 
resources and no significant impacts are anticipated. 

Potential development of the Figueroa North Properties would have a building architectural 
style and character shall be a contemporary style that is sympathetic to the Variety Arts Center 
building.  The development of Figueroa Street as a “grand boulevard” will provide greater 
opportunities for pedestrians to view the Variety Arts Center in comparison with existing conditions.  
Although the proposed development will eliminate both commercial opportunities to advertise on 
the Variety Arts Center building walls and the visual interest generated by that advertising, the 
proposed development will recapture the original Variety Arts Center design approach and purpose 
by focusing views on the front façade of the building. The advertising, which is frequently changed, 
not only does not contribute to the historic context of the Variety Arts Center, but may actually 
detract or compromise the historic nature of this building.  The proposed Project would not demolish 
or create incompatible uses that would result in a long-term loss of access to or substantial alteration 
of the Variety Arts Center during its operations.  The design of the adjacent development would not 
result in buildings that are visually incompatible with the Variety Arts Center and, therefore, no 
significant impacts would occur.  No mitigation measures are required to implement the proposed 
Project. 

Other Properties 

No significant impacts would occur during operations to the properties located at 1037 S. 
Flower Street, 1100 S. Flower Street, 1140 South Flower Street, 714 W. Olympic Boulevard 
(Petroleum Building) or 939 S. Figueroa Street (Hotel Figueroa).  No mitigation measures are 
required. 
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3. MITIGATION MEASURES 

No significant impacts upon historical resources have been identified, however, the 
following mitigation measures would apply to protect against destruction of paleontological 
resources that may be encountered during construction and to further protect historical resources: 

1. If unknown paleontological, archaeological and/or cultural materials are discovered 
during any grading or construction activity, work will stop in the immediate area.  
Upon such discoveries the contractor shall immediately notify the client and the City 
of Los Angeles.  A paleontologist and/or archaeologist shall be consulted to 
determine the discovery’s significance and, if necessary, formulate a mitigation plan, 
including avoidance alternatives, to mitigate impacts.  Work can only resume in that 
area with the approval of the City of Los Angeles and paleontologist and/or 
archaeologist. 

2. New construction adjacent to the Variety Arts Center shall respect its historic 
character through conformance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Treatment of Historic Properties. 

4. ADVERSE EFFECTS 

The proposed Project would not result in any adverse effects to historic resources.  There are 
no historic resources located on the Project site.  Those properties adjacent to the Project site, 
evaluated as 5S3 (i.e., 1037, 1100 and 1140 South Flower Street) are not eligible for federal, State, 
or local designation.  In addition, they are not considered historic resources under CEQA.  
Therefore, the impact of the project on properties identified as 5S3 would be considered less than 
significant.  In addition, the proposed Project would not result in significant impacts to the Variety 
Arts Center, Petroleum Building or Hotel Figueroa.  No significant impacts to historical resources 
would occur. 

5. CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

The proposed Project, in combination with related projects, would not substantially diminish 
the number of extant historical resources within the same or similar context or property type.  No 
significant cumulative impacts to historic resources are anticipated. 

 


