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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  
 UCLAN-CREST THEATER 
 

REQUEST:  Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 
 

APPLICANT: Friends of UCLAN/Crest; Westwood HOA 
 10870 Wellworth Ave. 
 Los Angeles, CA  90024 
  

OWNER:  Reel Cinema 
    10425 Bainbridge Ave. 

Los Angeles, CA  90024 
 
Robert Bucksbaum 
1262 S. Westwood Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA  90024 

 

RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles Administrative Code 
Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7   

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 

S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP 
Director of Planning 
 

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]       [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]           
    
Ken Bernstein, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 

Prepared by: 
 

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]      
 ________________________ 
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 
 

Attachments: December 4, 2007 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
 ZIMAS Report 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

HEARING DATE: March 20, 2008 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA   
  90012 

CASE NO.: CHC-2008-125-HCM 
 
Location: 1262 S. Westwood Blvd.  
Council District: 5 
Community Plan Area: Westwood 
Area Planning Commission: West Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council: None 
Legal Description: Lot 8, Block 1, TR 7803 
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FINDINGS 
 

1. The building “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type 
specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction” 
as an example of themed Art Deco Revival commercial architecture.  

 
2. The property reflects “the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, 

State or community” as an early neighborhood single-screen theater significant to the 
history of the Westwood community. 

 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Built in 1940 and substantially remodeled in 1987, this one-story commercial theater building 
exhibits character-defining features of themed Art Deco Revival architecture.  The subject 
building is located in the Westwood area of Los Angeles, near the major intersection of Wilshire 
and Westwood Boulevard.  The building is rectangular in plan, with an exterior of stucco and 
brick finish with stucco trim, and a flat asphalt roof.  Windows are fixed aluminum frame.  The 
entry features a centered set of recessed, single panel doors.  A major character defining 
feature of the subject building is a stepped and apexed Art Deco-style upper façade with 
elaborate marquees and a large neon vertical sign spelling “CREST.”  The signage bisects the 
façade’s three clusters of densely packed steppings of stacked square blocks and vertical lines 
leading to a central tower.  The signage is topped by a semi-circular fan shaped two-sided sign 
spelling “MAJESTIC” in neon.  An elaborated sunburst lighting fixture is above the main 
entrance and located beneath the marquee.  Side and back elevations are unadorned exposed 
brick.   
 
Significant interior spaces exhibit design elements from a major 1987 renovation.  The lobby-
foyer space contains an elaborate sunburst lighting fixture, hand-painted ceilings, and Art-Deco 
style concession stand and fixtures.  A rectangular-shaped auditorium displays hand-painted 
murals of notable Los Angeles landmarks circa 1939, a hand painted screen curtain, elaborate 
plasterwork entryways and wall features, and a celestially accurate starscape depicted on the 
ceiling.   
 
The proposed UCLAN-Crest Theater historic monument was originally designed by architect 
Arthur Hawes in 1940 in an austere Moderne design.  Hawes was trained in England as an 
architect and civil engineer and was an assistant architect to notable Pasadena based architect 
Elmer Grey.  The construction of the subject building was financed by Frances Seymour Fonda, 
wife of highly acclaimed actor Henry Fonda, and mother of Jane and Peter Fonda.  Named the 
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UCLAN Theater for its proximity to the UCLA campus, the subject building was to be one of 
several venues for a theater chain financed by F.S. Fonda; however, this was the only theatre 
ever completed. 
 
In 1987, the theatre was completely renovated by Pacific Theaters and the Walt Disney 
Corporation, replacing the original Moderne façade with one reminiscent of circa 1930s Art 
Deco architecture.  The transformation was overseen by theater designer and period specialist 
Joseph Musil, who would go on to restore the El Capitan Theatre in Hollywood (Historic-Cultural 
Monument #495).  The exterior and interior of the building was also redesigned as an 
interpretation of the visual experience one would encounter in a movie palace of the 1930s.  
The design elements incorporated constituted a conscious attempt to recreate the setting of 
Hollywood in the 1930s and create a themed environment evoking that period.  Included in this 
re-creation is an elaborate hand-painted cyclorama mural that surrounds the interior of the 
auditorium.  The mural, painted in acrylic, depicts a 1930s Los Angeles with landmarks such as 
the Pantages Theatre and the Hollywood sign and pays homage to several other architectural 
landmarks no longer extant. 
 
Alterations include the major 1987 redesign of the subject building.  These alterations consist of 
a façade addition, marquee, signage, plasterwork and wall treatment, light fixtures, and hand-
painted murals.   
 
DISCUSSION 

 

The UCLAN-Crest Theater property successfully meets two of the specified Historic-Cultural 
Monument (HCM) criteria: 1) “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural 
type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction” and 
2) reflects “the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community.”  As 
a commercial building designed in the themed Art Deco Revival style and a significant early 
single screen neighborhood theater in the Westwood area, the property qualifies for designation 
as a Historic-Cultural Monument based on these criteria.   
 
Although substantially altered, some elements of the original Moderne design of 1940 remain 
such as the exterior side walls, auditorium stage, and the overall rectangular plan, contours, and 
massing of the subject building.  Because of its original austere and unornamented design, the 
theater appears to have successfully accommodated the design additions made in 1987.  As the 
1987 modifications have architecturally rendered a new building in terms of design and period of 
style and have attained significance in their own right, the issue of integrity should apply 
primarily to the condition of the post-1987 design.             
 
The ornamental work of the UCLAN-Crest Theater appears notable for its quality and 
craftsmanship and attention to detail.  Plaster work in the auditorium and lobby exhibits 
intricately detailed features inspired from the highly decorative styles of the Art Deco, 
specifically the “Zigzag Moderne” style.  Chevrons, sunbursts, spirals, stylized plant motifs, and 
stepped patterns characterize the subject building; as a whole, the design represents a playful 
yet thoughtful understanding of the Art Deco style.  As the work of theater designer and period 
specialist Joseph Musil and other artisans assembled by the Walt Disney Corporation and 
Pacific Theaters, the design of the theater is a unique product of work by individuals from the 
fields of preservation, architecture, the decorative arts, entertainment, film, set design, and 
theme parks.  The 1980s design elements represented a conscious effort to recapture the 
glamour of the 1930s Hollywood era.  While in most cases, the addition of false historicist 
elements to an already historic building is inappropriate, the subject building’s original design 
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merged with the quality of design and workmanship of the later additions has produced a unique 
and successful Art Deco-theme building.    
 
The auditorium mural by scenic artist Bill Anderson, presenting a highly-stylized cityscape 
cyclorama of landmarks of Los Angeles in the 1930s, appears to individually possess artistic 
value while further enhancing the period design scheme of the subject building.  The UCLAN-
Crest Theater’s exterior with its stepped façade, central tower, marquee, neon, and elaborate 
vertical monumental signage also work to create an architectural presence on Westwood 
Boulevard and evokes the Art Deco theme found throughout the theater.     
 
In addition to its design significance, the subject building meets HCM criteria for its contribution 
to the history of the Westwood community.  The UCLAN-Crest Theater was the third theater 
constructed in the Westwood area after the Fox Village Theater (1931; Historic-Cultural 
Monument #362) and Fox Bruin Theater (1937; Historic-Cultural Monument #361).  The theater 
is also notable for being built and financed by F.S. Fonda, wife and mother to prominent actors 
in the film industry, at a time when few women were financial heads of companies or real estate 
developments.  The subject building has also continued to function as a single-screen movie 
theater since 1942 to the present.  The theater was one of the earliest venues to exclusively 
showcase foreign films in Los Angeles.  Its proximity to the major intersection of Wilshire and 
Westwood Boulevards along with its neon signage and façade also contributes to its landmark 
prominence in the immediate communities of the Westside and Westwood Village.      
 
BACKGROUND 
 
At its meeting of January 24, 2008, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the 
application under consideration.  On February 21, 2008, the Cultural Heritage Commission 
toured the subject property.  

 


























































































































































































